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and Fiscal Responsibility Act of 1982, shall
be reviewed and appropriate legislative
modifications shall be identified.

(b) Within 180 days of the date of this
order, DOD shall submit to OMB a report
based on this review. The report shall rec-
ommend additional policy, regulatory and
legislative changes that would improve and
enhance the Federal Government’s commit-
ment to ensuring parental support for all
children.

Sec. 402. Additional Federal Agency Ac-
tions. (a) OPM and HHS shall jointly study
and prepare recommendations concerning
additional administrative, regulatory, and leg-
islative improvements in the policies and pro-
cedures of Federal agencies affecting child
support enforcement. Other agencies shall
be included in the development of rec-
ommendations for specific items as appro-
priate. The recommendations shall address,
among other things:

(i) any changes that would be needed to
ensure that Federal employees comply
with child support orders that require
them to provide health insurance cov-
erage for their children;

(ii) changes needed to ensure that more
accurate and up-to-date data about civil-
ian and uniformed personnel who are
being sought in conjunction with State
paternity or child support actions can be
obtained from Federal agencies and
their payroll and personnel records, to
improve efforts to locate noncustodial
parents and their income and assets;

(iii) changes needed for selecting Federal
agencies to test and evaluate new ap-
proaches to the establishment and en-
forcement of child support obligations;

(iv) proposals to improve service of process
for civilian employees and members of
the Uniformed Services stationed out-
side the United States, including the
possibility of serving process by certified
mail in establishment and enforcement
cases or of designating an agent for serv-
ice of process that would have the same
effect and bind employees to the same
extent as actual service upon the em-
ployees;

(v) strategies to facilitate compliance with
Federal and State child support require-

ments by quasi-governmental agencies,
advisory groups, and commissions; and

(vi) analysis of whether compliance with
support orders should be a factor used
in defining suitability for Federal em-
ployment.

(b) The recommendations are due within
180 days of the date of this order. The rec-
ommendations are to be submitted in writing
to the Office of Management and Budget.

Sec. 501. Internal Management. This
order is intended only to improve the inter-
nal management of the executive branch with
regard to child support enforcement and
shall not be interpreted to create any right
or benefit, substantive or procedural, en-
forceable at law by a party against the United
States, its officers, or any other person.

Sec. 502. Sovereignty of the United States
Government. This order is intended only to
provide that the Federal Government has
elected to require Federal agencies to adhere
to the same standards as are applicable to
all other employers in the Nation and shall
not be interpreted as subjecting the Federal
Government to any State law or requirement.
This order should not be construed as a waiv-
er of the sovereign immunity of the United
States Government or of any existing statu-
tory or regulatory provisions, including 42
U.S.C. 659, 662, and 665; 5 CFR Part 581;
42 CFR Part 21, Subpart C; 32 CFR Part
54; and 32 CFR Part 81.

Sec. 503. Defense and Security. This
order is not intended to require any action
that would compromise the defense or na-
tional security interest of the United States.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
February 27, 1995.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:23 a.m., February 27, 1995]

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on February 28.

Remarks at the American Red Cross
February 27, 1995

Thank you very much, ladies and gentle-
men, and thank you, Elizabeth Dole. Thank
you for your remarks, and thank you espe-
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cially for the strong leadership you have given
to the Red Cross. In my own experience, I
have watched you give it through hurricanes
and earthquakes, through fires and floods,
and I am delighted to be the honorary chair-
man of the American Red Cross and to be
here at the start of the 1995 community cam-
paign.

You know, when I became President, I
spent a great deal of time early trying to make
sure that the Federal Government could do
its part in dealing with natural disasters.
There had been so much criticism of the
Federal disaster relief program before I took
office. And we worked hard, and I think that
everyone in America would admit that the
Federal Emergency Management Agency is
doing the best job it has perhaps ever done.
But I can tell you this: We never could have
done what needed to be done for the Amer-
ican people had it not been for the Red
Cross, in the floods in the Middle West, in
California, all across the country.

I also can’t help saying that on the way
in here, Elizabeth, who never misses a
chance to get you to do something else for
the Red Cross—[laughter]—said, ‘‘Oh, by
the way, on the way out, we’re a little short
in our blood drive, and would you mind mak-
ing a public service announcement?’’
[Laughter] And I said, ‘‘No, I also wouldn’t
mind giving blood, and I think I should catch
up.’’ As a matter of fact, it occurred to me
that I ought to—I could really require every-
one—[laughter]—I could really require ev-
eryone at the White House to contribute,
since they give blood every day every way.
[Laughter] They might as well give it to the
Red Cross and do some good.

I want to say, again, a special word of
thanks to all of you who have been involved
in the work of the Red Cross. I have, for
several years now, said I thought what our
country needed, in thinking about how we
relate to each other, is the idea of a New
Covenant, that we are entitled to more op-
portunity but we owe, each of us, more re-
sponsibility. We’ve got to build this country
at the grassroots level, and that means we
have to do it primarily as citizens, as private
citizens with public spirits. That’s what the
Red Cross is all about. I have seen the Red
Cross workers in Florida and in California

and all those terrible States that were dev-
astated in the Middle West.

I’m reminded of the example of Debbie
Blanton, the head of the Red Cross chapter
in Albany, Georgia. When the floods struck
last summer there, her home was literally
buried by water. But she and her husband,
Joe, went to work right away, and the very
next morning after the floods struck, they had
already opened the first shelter in their area,
even though they couldn’t get to their own
home. When I went down to Georgia a few
days later, I met a lot of people, but I didn’t
meet her because she was too busy working
on relief work. I’m happy to report that she
and her husband moved back into their home
just 4 days before Christmas.

Time and again I have seen the work of
the Red Cross, as I said, all across the coun-
try. I remember what I saw in the flood-dev-
astated areas in California recently. I saw the
Red Cross there feeding families from mo-
bile kitchens, passing out blankets and emer-
gency clothes, running shelters for displaced
families.

As awful as they are, these natural disasters
have a funny way of bringing out the best
in us, neighbors helping neighbors to rebuild
their communities and restore hope. If you
go back to the beginning of our country or
back to the wonderful writings of Alexis de
Tocqueville, you see that the keenest observ-
ers of America have always said that our abil-
ity to associate with people different from
ourselves to work for common purpose is the
great strength of this country. For more than
a century, the Red Cross has led the way
in that endeavor. I only wish that we could
find a way to do on a daily basis what the
Red Cross helps us to do when disaster
strikes.

For service men and women the world
over, the Red Cross means a helping hand
or a word from home. For hospital patients,
it means the world’s safest blood supply. For
people in need, it means a hot meal, a warm
bed, a hope for a better future. So for many
others, the Red Cross is terribly important
not just in times of disaster but when prob-
lems strike them or needs plague them day-
in and day-out.

I want to take a moment, if I might, to
recognize two young people who are here
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today who represent the strong partnership
in disaster response between the Red Cross
and AmeriCorps, our national service pro-
gram. Johnny Jones and Beverly Beyer were
trained by you, the Red Cross. They’ve
worked side by side with the Red Cross when
disaster struck in Idaho during fires and
Houston after the flood. I’m proud of them
and the spirit of voluntarism they represent.
I’d like them to raise their hands and be rec-
ognized. There they are. Thank you very
much. [Applause]

Now I have to do what Elizabeth sent me
here to do, the sales pitch. [Laughter] Be-
cause the truth is that for all the work the
Red Cross does, none of it can happen with-
out the generous support of the American
people, without the million and a half volun-
teers, the millions of financial contributors,
and yes, the blood donors.

So I urge all Americans to keep up your
support, to give your time, to give your
money, to give your blood, because, as the
saying is this year, ‘‘Help Can’t Wait.’’ I hope
the Americ an people will continue to live
out the ideals of the Red Cross and be good
neighbors every day.

Thank you very much, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:26 a.m. on the
lawn at Red Cross headquarters. Following his re-
marks and a tour of displays, he signed the Amer-
ican Red Cross Month proclamation.

Proclamation 6772—American Red
Cross Month, 1995
February 27, 1995

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Every day, thousands of people in need

look to the American Red Cross as a banner
of hope. For disaster victims here and
abroad, for service men and women seeking
assistance, and for everyone depending on
a safe and ready supply of blood—the Red
Cross stands prepared to respond. But the
scope of its service extends well beyond the
provision of emergency care. Its broader mis-
sion is clear: to promote compassion, to fos-

ter a spirit of generosity, and to improve the
human condition everywhere.

Since Clara Barton—‘‘The Angel of the
Battlefield’’—founded the American Associa-
tion of the Red Cross in 1881, its members
have been called upon to serve in war and
in peace. Today, with more than 1 million
dedicated and experienced volunteers, the
American Red Cross plays a vital role in
bringing physical and emotional comfort to
those who need it most. Whether they are
responding to an emergency or addressing
the daily necessities of the homeless and el-
derly, Red Cross workers have always been
models of community spirit.

Dangers to the health and safety of our
people have changed radically during the
past hundred years, and the Red Cross has
adapted to meet these needs. Its commit-
ment to caring for others enables us to re-
store hope in the lives of injured citizens,
and its example challenges us to revitalize
the covenant of American citizenship. The
long-term strength of our Nation depends
upon our willingness to live out the ideals
long embodied by the American Red Cross.
To celebrate our past and to safeguard our
future, I am proud to commend the countless
individuals whose courage and selflessness
have sustained this organization for more
than a century.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America
and Honorary Chairman of the American
Red Cross, by virtue of the authority vested
in me by the Constitution and laws of the
United States, do hereby proclaim March
1995 as ‘‘American Red Cross Month.’’ I urge
all Americans to show support for the more
than 2,000 Red Cross chapters nationwide,
and I challenge each of you to become active
participants in advancing the noble mission
of the Red Cross.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-seventh day of Feb-
ruary, in the year of our Lord nineteen hun-
dred and ninety-five, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two
hundred and nineteenth.

William Jefferson Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:17 a.m., February 28, 1995]
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