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Congress informed about this important
issue.

Sincerely,
William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Strom Thurmond, President pro tempore of
the Senate. This letter was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on March 9.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on Haiti
March 8, 1995

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Attached, pursuant to section 3 of Public

Law 103–423, is the fifth monthly report on
the situation in Haiti.

Sincerely,
William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Strom Thurmond, President pro tempore of
the Senate. This letter was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on March 9.

Remarks at Patrick Henry
Elementary School and an Exchange
With Reporters in Alexandria,
Virginia
March 9, 1995

The President. First of all, I want to thank
all the people here at Patrick Henry for mak-
ing us feel so welcome. I thank Principal
Leila Engman for making me feel right at
home here, and these five young students
who have been terrific. They took me to
lunch today and introduced me to some of
their classmates. We played ‘‘Where’s
Waldo?’’ and had a great lunch. And I thank
them for that.

I want to thank Senator Robb and Con-
gressman Moran for coming with me and,
of course, our distinguished Secretary of
Education, Dick Riley, and Ellen Haas, the
Under Secretary of Agriculture for Food,
Nutrition and Consumer Services. Mayor
Ticer, we’re glad to be here in your commu-
nity; thank you. And I’m glad that Dr. Jim

Moller who is here, head of the American
Heart Association and a strong supporter of
the effort for healthy meals in our public
schools throughout the country. I thank Max-
ine Wood, the superintendent of schools, and
Bernadette Johnson-Green, the vice chair of
the school board, and the other representa-
tives of this school system who are here.

I’m glad to be here today to participate
for the first time in quite a few years in a
school lunch program. I ate at my school caf-
eteria for most of my years in grade school
and junior high and high school, but it’s been
quite a few years since I’ve had a chance to
do this, except with Chelsea on occasion over
the years.

Over 25 million young schoolchildren in
this country eat school lunches daily. And for
many of them it’s their only nutritious meal
in the day. This program has been around
since the year I was born, 1946, when Presi-
dent Truman signed it into law as a matter
of national security, to ensure that our chil-
dren are properly fed.

For 50 years, this program has had strong
bipartisan support. In 1969, President Nixon
said, ‘‘A child ill-fed is dulled in curiosity,
lower in stamina, distracted from learning.’’
I received a letter from a woman from Cali-
fornia who said, and I quote, ‘‘I’m glad there
were free and reduced lunches for children;
otherwise my kids would have starved.’’ And
she was working full-time as a nurse’s aide
while her children were in school.

This week’s newspapers, of course, are full
of similar stories. Yesterday, I read about a
cafeteria worker who said she sees kids every
day who are so hungry, they practically eat
the food from other children’s plates.

School lunches have always been seen by
both Democrats and Republicans as an es-
sential part of student education. Last year,
with the leadership of Ellen Haas, we took
some further steps to make meals more nu-
tritious, to increase their vitamin and mineral
content, and reduce their fat and sodium
content, and the Congress ratified that in a
piece of legislation passed last year. Unfortu-
nately, this year, some Members of the new
Congress have decided that cutting this pro-
gram would be a good way of cutting Govern-
ment spending and financing tax cuts for
upper-income Americans. This is penny-wise
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