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families maligned during the confirmation
process.

General Carns’ decision to withdraw is our
country’s loss. This man, who flew more than
200 combat missions over Southeast Asia and
distinguished himself as a military com-
mander and an innovative manager, was pre-
pared to come out of retirement to serve
America one more time in a vital mission.
I deeply regret that he will not have that op-
portunity, and that our intelligence commu-
nity and the American people will not have
the benefit of his broad experience, his intel-
ligence, and his dedication.

Finding another individual with the excep-
tional skills and qualities needed to lead the
intelligence community was no easy task. But
in Deputy Secretary of Defense John
Deutch, who I am pleased to announce my
intent to nominate as the next Director of
Central Intelligence, we have found such a
man.

Deputy Secretary Deutch has served at the
highest levels of academia and Government
in a wide variety of positions, from assistance
professor of chemistry at Princeton to pro-
vost at MIT, from Under Secretary of Energy
under President Carter to member of the
President’s Foreign Intelligence Advisory
Board under President Bush, from Under
Secretary of Defense to Deputy Secretary of
Defense in my administration.

Over the past 2 years, I’ve enjoyed an in-
creasingly close personal and professional re-
lationship with Deputy Secretary Deutch.
Together with former Defense Secretary
Aspin and Secretary Perry, I have asked Dep-
uty Secretary Deutch to take on some of the
toughest, most important assignments at the
Pentagon.

Deputy Secretary Deutch has played a
lead role in reviewing our nuclear force pos-
ture. He’s overseen the modernizing of our
weapons systems. And he has become inti-
mately familiar with the workings of the intel-
ligence community, especially its support for
the military. The blueprint Deputy Secretary
Deutch worked out to eliminate
redundancies and duplication between our
civilian and military intelligence dem-
onstrates the kind of innovative thinking we
need to meet the new challenges of the post-
cold-war world.

Strengthening U.S. intelligence is an effort
to which I attach the highest personal prior-
ity. To make that commitment absolutely
clear, and to underscore that he will be a
full member of my national security team,
I have decided to appoint Deputy Secretary
Deutch to my cabinet if he is confirmed as
Director of Central Intelligence.

In John Deutch, we have a dynamic, bril-
liant leader with all the necessary skills for
this critical assignment and my highest trust
and confidence. I look forward to working
with him, the Aspin commission, and Con-
gress in building an intelligence community
that will meet our national security chal-
lenges well into the next century.

NOTE: A statement by Michael Carns was also
made available by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary.

Statement on Disaster Assistance for
California
March 12, 1995

Today, I am declaring that a major disaster
exists in California. Federal funds will begin
to flow to the individuals and communities
affected by this latest terrible act of nature.
California has been badly hit by Mother Na-
ture during the last 2 years, wildfires, the
Northridge earthquake, January’s flood, and
now this flooding. But California has not
been beaten. That is because of the great
fortitude, spirit, and can-do attitude of its
people. I saw this spirit when I visited the
town of Roseville in January, as neighbor
helped neighbor cope with the tragedy of de-
stroyed homes, possessions, and livelihoods.

I know these are difficult times for many
Californians. My administration will do all
that we can to help permit life to return to
normalcy as soon as possible. James Lee
Witt, our Federal Emergency Management
Agency Director, has gotten all too familiar
with California during the last 2 years. I am
directing Director Witt and his staff to begin
the flow of programs and to continue to per-
form its tele-registration and other outreach
functions with the same enthusiasm and cus-
tomer service orientation that we are now
used to. I met some of those outreach people
in January. They make us all proud.
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State and local officials are working around
the clock to rescue victims and fight the
floods. And the American Red Cross is pro-
viding food, comfort, and shelter to those in
need. Most importantly, the thousands of vol-
unteers in communities throughout Califor-
nia are all working together in this difficult
time. This community spirit is truly the best
America has to offer.

Hillary and I send our thoughts and pray-
ers to the families of those who have lost
their lives. The thoughts and prayers of the
American people are with them as well.

Remarks Honoring the 1994
NCAA Football Champion
Nebraska Cornhuskers
March 13, 1995

Please be seated. Welcome to the White
House on this beautiful morning. I am de-
lighted to welcome all of the members of the
national championship Nebraska Cornhusk-
ers here, along with Chancellor Spanier, your
athletic director Bill Byrne, and of course,
Coach Osborne and all the players. I wel-
come the Nebraska congressional delegation:
Senator Exon, Senator Kerrey, and Rep-
resentatives Barrett, Bereuter, and
Christensen. I do want to say a special word
of regret, too, that Bob Devaney couldn’t be
here today, but we all wish him a very speedy
recovery.

I have been, since I was a very small boy,
an ardent college football fan. I know that
Coach Osborne’s record alone justifies a na-
tional championship, an 820 percent winning
percentage. Most of us would like to have
that here. [Laughter] Cornhuskers have been
to a bowl game in each of his 22 years, and
as I said when I called him the night Ne-
braska won, nobody deserves it more.

I want to congratulate your three first team
All-Americans, linebacker Ed Stewart, tackle
Zach Wiegert, and guard Brenden Stai, and
also your three first-team Academic All-
Americans, tackle Terry Connealy, tight end
Matt Shaw, and the Academic All-American
of the Year, who I just understood has never
made a B, Rob Zatechka. We could give him
a job here at the White House. It’s sort of
like praying for pro football.

I want to thank this team and this coach
not only for winning the national champion-
ship—that’s obviously a great honor—but for
the way that it was won and the character
and teamwork and spirit that Coach Osborne
has always displayed and that this team dis-
played. I think it inspired people all across
the country who are fans of athletics, and
I think even people who are not great football
fans or particularly knowledgeable about all
the details, who read about the Nebraska
team, who saw not only that you had three
All-Americans but three Academic All-Amer-
icans, and who have followed the work of
Tom Osborne over the years. It inspired
them all to believe in the value of teamwork
and sacrifice and discipline, and certainly you
were rewarded in ways that were well justi-
fied.

I’d also like to say, I asked Coach Osborne
on the way out if this was the largest football
team ever to win a national championship,
and he said, ‘‘Yes, but they’re good students,
too.’’ I liked it because I felt this is the only—
when those three guys walked out with me,
this is the only football team in America that
could make me look like a ballerina. [Laugh-
ter] I liked it.

So I welcome you here. I honor your
achievement. We’re delighted to have the
players here. And I’d like to ask Coach
Osborne to take the microphone now.

Coach?

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:51 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Graham Spanier, chancellor, and
Bob Devaney, athletic director emeritus, Univer-
sity of Nebraska. Following the President’s re-
marks, Coach Thomas Osborne made brief re-
marks, and the team presented the President with
a team jersey and an autographed football.

Remarks to the National League of
Cities
March 13, 1995

Thank you very much, Carolyn, for that
warm introduction. And thank you, ladies
and gentlemen, for the wonderful welcome
you have given me. I’m glad to be here on
this podium with all your officers, including
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