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Proclamation 6776—National Public
Health Week, 1995
March 13, 1995

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
A clean bill of health is one of life’s most

precious gifts. But for many Americans, and
for millions around the world, good health
can seem almost a luxury. The AIDS epi-
demic, the prevalence of poor nutrition, un-
planned pregnancies, and environmental
degradation—these are just some of the
pressing crises facing hardworking public
health officials everywhere. While our soci-
ety’s medical technology has advanced to a
level unimaginable to the generations before,
the crucial job of ensuring basic public health
for all remains just beyond our reach.

Now, more than ever, public health pro-
grams and services are needed so that we
can ensure the best possible health for every-
one. Providing safe living and working envi-
ronments, developing methods to immunize
populations against infectious disease, main-
taining good nutritional standards, and hav-
ing good prenatal care for everyone are vital
endeavors—and such primary and preventive
measures can mean the difference between
life and death.

Every day, thousands of individuals across
our country are working to build healthy
communities, meet the needs of our diverse
population, plan appropriate responses to
natural disasters, educate individuals about
workplace hazards, and encourage respon-
sible behavior in all that we do. Their leader-
ship is helping America to address one of hu-
manity’s most essential concerns, and their
service is building a safer, healthier future
for all of our people.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim the week of April
3 through April 9, 1995, as ‘‘National Public
Health Week.’’ I call upon all Federal, State,
and local public health agencies to join with
appropriate private organizations and edu-
cational institutions in celebrating this occa-

sion with activities to promote healthy life-
styles and to heighten awareness of the many
benefits good health brings.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this thirteenth day of March, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-five, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and nineteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
2:28 p.m., March 13, 1995]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on March 15.

Memorandum on Assistance to
Victims of the Conflict in Chechnya
March 13, 1995

Presidential Determination No. 95–16

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Determination Pursuant to Section
2(c)(1) of the Migration and Refugee
Assistance Act of 1962, as Amended

Pursuant to section 2(c)(1) of the Migra-
tion and Refugee Assistance Act of 1962, as
amended, 22 U.S.C. 2601(c)(1), I hereby de-
termine that it is important to the national
interest that up to $11,000,000 be made
available from the U.S. Emergency Refugee
and Migration Assistance Fund to meet the
urgent and unexpected needs of victims of
the conflict in Chechnya. These funds may
be used as necessary to provide U.S. con-
tributions in response to the appeals of inter-
national and intergovernmental organizations
for funds to meet the urgent and unforeseen
humanitarian needs of victims of the conflict
in Chechnya.

You are authorized and directed to inform
the appropriate committees of the Congress
of this determination and the obligation of
funds under this authority and to publish this
memorandum in the Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
4:54 p.m., March 20, 1995]
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NOTE: This memorandum will be published in the
Federal Register on March 22.

Remarks and a Question-and-Answer
Session With the National PTA
Legislative Conference
March 14, 1995

The President. Thank you very much,
Kathryn. Thank you, ladies and gentlemen.
I am delighted to be here with you. More
importantly, I am delighted to have you here
with me. I need all the help I can get.
[Laughter] I feel like reinforcements have
just arrived.

I want to say, too, a special word of thanks
to the PTA for presenting Secretary Riley the
PTA Child Advocacy Award tomorrow. He’s
here with me. And I think he’s done a mag-
nificent job. And I thank you for giving him
that award.

Such a beautiful sort of premature spring
day outside. I almost feel that we should be
having recess instead of class. [Laughter] But
unfortunately, events compel us to have class,
for we are in danger of forgetting some of
our most fundamental lessons.

I want to start by thanking a kindergarten
class taught by Linda Eddington from Jack-
son Hole, Wyoming, for the wonderful letters
they sent up here with her. I reviewed the
letters. I had some favorites. Charlie Wheeler
said, ‘‘You are a good paper-writer, because
you practice.’’ My favorite letter, regrettably,
was unsigned, otherwise I would be writing
a letter back. It said, ‘‘You’re one of the best.
I never have seen you, but I like your speech-
es.’’ I am sending to the Congress today a
proposal to lower the voting age to 5. [Laugh-
ter] We might get better results.

I want to thank the PTA for now nearly
100 years of help to children and to parents
and to schools. The PTA has meant a lot to
me personally. I have been a member of the
PTA—Hillary and I both were active when
I was the Governor of Arkansas. Essie used
to come sell me my membership every year.
[Laughter] And I actually paid and actually—
[laughter]. You know how Presidents never
carry any money anywhere they go? I
brought some money today, because I knew
she was going to be here. [Laughter] I did.

I also, besides being an active member of
the PTA and spending a lot of time at Chel-
sea’s school, had a chance to work with the
PTA for a dozen years in my State and
throughout the country as we worked to im-
plement the recommendations of the Nation
at Risk Report, starting in ’83. And then we
worked up to the national education goals
in ’89. And then, of course, ultimately cul-
minating in my service as President in the
last 2 years.

At a time when many of our most impor-
tant citizenship organizations have been suf-
fering and civic institutions generally are
often in decline, the PTA has grown as par-
ents have come back in droves to under-
standing that they had to do more to make
their children’s education work and that they
had to be involved. PTA embodies the three
ideas that I have talked about so much for
the future—opportunity, responsibility, and
community—what we call the New Cov-
enant.

This is a period of profound change in the
life of America and in the lives of Americans.
There are many things going on which are
wonderful, exhilarating, exciting, and others
which are profoundly troubling. The biggest
challenges we face on the eve of this new
century relate to our economic and social
problems, which threaten the middle class
economics of the American dream and the
mainstream values of work and family and
community. We see it everywhere in every
community. About half of the American peo-
ple are making the same or less money than
they made 15 years ago. We have an enor-
mous divide opening up within the great
American middle class based largely on the
level of education. And in spite of the fact
that—and I’m very proud of the fact—that
we’ve had an economic recovery that has pro-
duced the lowest rates of unemployment and
inflation combined in 25 years and 6.1 mil-
lion new jobs, a whole lot of Americans are
still worried about losing theirs or losing the
benefits associated with their job, their
health care, their retirement, or never getting
a raise. And in spite of the progress we are
making on many fronts, there is still an awful
lot of social turmoil in this country from
drugs and violence and gangs and family
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