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same priorities. So, having a system that uni-
formly says we ought to have a quality of life
for our poor children, that we believe that
all of our children ought to have a chance
to get to the starting line is pretty important.

What does the first education goal say?
Audience members. Ready to learn.
The President. Yes. Every kid ought to

show up ready to learn, right? Not just intel-
lectually but physically able to learn. My ar-
gument is, if I were making your strategy,
I would say that we represent the PTA, and
our schools can’t succeed if, by the time our
kids show up for school, their deprivations
have already been so great that they will
never overcome them, and that the rest of
us will pay a whole lot more in tax money
and social misery later on down the road if
we back away from our obligation to get
these kids to school ready to learn.

[Ms. Whitfill thanked the President for par-
ticipating and presented him with a paper-
weight.]

The President. Thank you very much.
Thank you. Bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:15 a.m. at the
Washington Renaissance Hotel. In his remarks,
he referred to Essie Middleton, president of the
Arkansas PTA and member of the National PTA
Board of Directors.

Statement on the Nomination of Lt.
Gen. Charles C. Krulak To Be
Commandant of the Marine Corps
March 14, 1995

I am pleased to nominate Lt. Gen. Charles
C. Krulak, U.S. Marine Corps, for appoint-
ment to the grade of general and as Com-
mandant of the Marine Corps, succeeding
Gen. Carl E. Mundy, Jr., who is retiring.

I have asked the Secretary of the Navy to
announce my decision today in ceremonies
at Iwo Jima commemorating the 50th anni-
versary of the battle.

General Krulak currently serves as Com-
mander, U.S. Marine Corps Forces Pacific
and Commanding General, Fleet Marine
Force Pacific. In this capacity, he is respon-
sible for Marine Corps units and activities
throughout the Pacific theater. During his

distinguished career, General Krulak served
two command tours in Vietnam, oversaw the
Marine Corps logistic efforts during Desert
Storm, and was responsible for significant
and innovative changes in military doctrine
and organization. He brings to the job of
Commandant a dynamic vision of the Marine
Corps’ future, a wealth of experience, and
a highly effective leadership and managerial
style.

General Krulak assumes the post of Com-
mandant of the Marine Corps at an impor-
tant time in the U.S. Marine Corps’ history.
I will depend on him to continue General
Mundy’s superb efforts in ensuring that the
Marine Corps remains fully ready and able
in carrying out its important responsibilities
under our national security strategy.

Statement on Secretary of Housing
and Urban Development Henry
Cisneros
March 14, 1995

Henry Cisneros’ service as Secretary of
Housing and Urban Development has been
outstanding, and I know him to be a man
of integrity and character. The Attorney Gen-
eral has determined that the facts warrant
the appointment of an independent counsel
to inquire into a question she believes is a
‘‘close and difficult factual and legal issue.’’

Secretary Cisneros is a good man and an
effective public servant. He says he regrets
any mistakes he has made. So do I. But that
does not outweigh the excellent work he has
been doing and will do as Secretary of Hous-
ing and Urban Development. I look forward
to his continued valuable service.

Proclamation 6777—National Day of
Prayer, 1995
March 14, 1995

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Our Nation was built on the steadfast

foundation of the prayers of our ancestors.
In times of blessing and crisis, stability and
change, thanksgiving and repentance, ap-
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