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that are good people that have been left be-
hind.

That’s why I’m glad to see some of the
nontraditional students in the community
college. That means that they’re going to
make the transfer from the middle class that
might be left behind to the middle class that’s
surging ahead. And we need more of that,
which is why we don’t need to be in a posi-
tion of reducing our commitment to edu-
cation at the end of this century when the
next century will trigger opportunity to edu-
cation more than ever before.

Thank you very much. I have to go. Thank
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:05 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House.

Statement on Action in the House of
Representatives on Welfare Reform
March 23, 1995

I want to applaud Democrats and Repub-
licans in the House of Representatives for
approving an amendment this afternoon to
require States to deny drivers and profes-
sional licenses to deadbeat parents who
refuse to pay child support. This tough provi-
sion was a central part of the welfare reform
plan my administration introduced last year
and sends a clear signal: No parent in Amer-
ica has a right to walk away from the respon-
sibility to raise their children.

I congratulate the sponsor of the amend-
ment, Representative Marge Roukema (R–
NJ), as well as Representative Barbara Ken-
nelly (D–CT) and other Members who have
worked across party lines to make tough child
support enforcement a central part of welfare
reform. With this amendment, the House
welfare reform legislation now includes every
major child support pillar of our welfare re-
form plan, which offered the toughest pos-
sible child support enforcement measures
ever put forward.

These actions on child support enforce-
ment prove that welfare reform can and must
be a bipartisan issue. Unfortunately, the
House Republican bill still does not offer the
kind of real welfare reform that Americans
in both parties expect. Welfare reform must

be tough on work and tough on deadbeat
parents, not tough on children.

I look forward to working with Repub-
licans and Democrats in both Houses of Con-
gress to enact real reform that makes work
and responsibility a way of life.

Statement on Action in the Senate on
the Line-Item Veto
March 23, 1995

The Senate tonight has taken another step
toward passing strong line-item veto legisla-
tion. I hope the House and Senate will now
get together quickly to resolve their dif-
ferences and pass the strongest possible bill.

The sooner such a bill reaches my desk,
the sooner I can take further steps to cut
the deficit.

Proclamation 6779—Greek
Independence Day: A National Day
of Celebration of Greek and
American Democracy, 1995
March 23, 1995

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Two thousand five hundred years ago in

Athens, across the Peninsula of Attica and
throughout Greece, the idea of democracy
was embodied in a series of rights and laws.
The resulting freedom for the citizens of that
land sparked a period of unprecedented ac-
tivity in philosophy and the arts. The birth
of democracy in Greece signaled the begin-
ning of a lasting cultural transformation
clearly reflected in the course of Western civ-
ilization.

The United States is proud to acknowledge
the debt it owes to the ancient Greeks, whose
philosophy and political system guided
America’s founders in forming a representa-
tive democracy on this continent. Yet the
common bond that unites our modern na-
tions goes beyond our commitment to the
principles of democracy; beyond, too, the
close friendship that we share. Through the
years, our citizens have demonstrated a will-
ingness to fight for the right to self-deter-
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mination and for the cause of human dignity.
The Greek struggle for independence 174
years ago won the hearts of Americans and
all those who love freedom. As we mark the
anniversary of that momentous occasion,
Americans and Greeks join again in celebra-
tion.

Our countries now stand at the dawn of
a new era—a time of growing hope and ex-
panding opportunity. Nations across Central
Europe are striving to turn from ancient ri-
valries and to embrace the possibility of
democratic, market-oriented change. The
Greek dedication to independence can pro-
vide both an important example and a help-
ing hand for its neighbors, and Greece’s re-
cent efforts to strengthen these ties can serve
to foster stability and prosperity throughout
the region. Today, as ever, the United States
supports Greece in its call for fellowship and
peace. We stand together in affirming that
the blessings of democracy will long survive
and flourish.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim March 25, 1995,
as ‘‘Greek Independence Day: A National
Day of Celebration of Greek and American
Democracy.’’ I call upon all Americans to ob-
serve this day with appropriate programs,
ceremonies, and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-third day of March, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-five, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and nineteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
5:05 p.m., March 23, 1995]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on March 27.

Proclamation 6780—To Implement
Certain Provisions of the Trade
Agreements Resulting From the
Uruguay Round of Multilateral
Trade Negotiations, and for Other
Purposes
March 23, 1995

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
1. On April 15, 1994, I entered into trade

agreements resulting from the Uruguay
Round of multilateral trade negotiations
(‘‘the Uruguay Round Agreements’’). In sec-
tion 101(a) of the Uruguay Round Agree-
ments Act (‘‘the URAA’’) (Public Law 103-
465; 108 Stat. 4814) (19 U.S.C. 3511(a)), the
Congress approved the Uruguay Round
Trade Agreements listed in section 101(d) of
that Act.

2. Pursuant to section 101(b) of the URAA,
I decided to accept the Agreement Establish-
ing the World Trade Organization (‘‘the
WTO Agreement’’) on behalf of the United
States, and I determined that the WTO
Agreement entered into force for the United
States on January 1, 1995.

3. (a) Sections 1102 (a) and (e) of the Om-
nibus Trade and Competitiveness Act of
1988, as amended (‘‘the 1988 Act’’) (19
U.S.C. 2902 (a) and (e)), authorize the Presi-
dent to proclaim such modification or con-
tinuance of any existing duty, such continu-
ance of existing duty-free or excise treatment,
or such additional duties, as he determines
to be required or appropriate to carry out
any trade agreement entered into under
these sections.

(b) Section 111(a) of the URAA (19 U.S.C.
3521(a)) authorizes the President to proclaim
such other modification of any duty, such
other staged rate reduction, or such other ad-
ditional duties beyond those authorized by
section 1102 of the 1988 Act (19 U.S.C.
2902) as the President determines to be nec-
essary or appropriate to carry out Schedule
XX—United States of America, annexed to
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