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‘‘The Thread That Runs So True,’’ in which
he said, ‘‘A teacher lives on and on through
his students. Good teaching is forever, and
the teacher is immortal.’’ Well, just like Jesse
Stuart, the 1995 National Teacher of the Year
has taught in a one-room schoolhouse, but
hers is in rural Alaska, where it’s a little cold-
er in the wintertime.

Elaine Griffin’s work at the Kodiak Island
schools of Akhioc and Chiniak over the past
20 years has significantly expanded the edu-
cational, social, and cultural environments for
the students in her K-through-12 classroom.
With her husband, Ned, she brings in mem-
bers of the community to share their talents
with the students. And as the students learn
about their own history, they are also being
taught to understand distant lands. Many of
the students have participated in foreign ex-
change programs, and I must say that, Elaine
and Ned have created their own cultural ex-
change with their three remarkable children,
whom I just had the privilege of meeting in
the Oval Office, whom I know that she will
introduce in a moment.

College attendance has increased signifi-
cantly among their students. In Akhioc, a re-
mote village where teen pregnancy, alcohol-
ism and suicide were common, Elaine ex-
panded the K-through-8 program so that it
included high school. Today, 90 percent of
the children in that remote village graduate
from high school. And America is better for
it.

Elaine, it is my pleasure to present the
1995 Apple Award, honoring you as the Na-
tional Teacher of the Year and to thank you
on behalf of all the American people for your
dedication to your students and to the best
in this country. You are truly a model for
all the teachers of this country but for all
the citizens as well.

Congratulations, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:05 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Message on Public Service
Recognition Week, 1995
April 28, 1995

Greetings to everyone celebrating Public
Service Recognition Week, 1995.

Our nation’s government has tremendous
potential for good when it works in partner-
ship with citizens to expand opportunity.
With the assistance of dedicated public em-
ployees, our government has helped to ad-
vance civil rights, defend freedom, protect
our environment, and uplift the lives of
countless Americans. All those who serve the
people of the United States can be proud
of their contributions to this important leg-
acy.

As our Administration continues its efforts
to make government work better and cost
less, this week offers Americans a special op-
portunity to learn more about the importance
of public service. Every citizen has a solemn
responsibility to understand and become in-
volved in ensuring our country’s success. I
encourage all of you to discover the many
ways in which our government is changing
to keep pace with the times. Your participa-
tion can help to ensure a brighter future for
you and your family and for communities
throughout the land.

Best wishes for a most successful week.

Bill Clinton

NOTE: Public Service Recognition Week will be
observed May 1–7.

Proclamation 6793—Small Business
Week, 1995
April 28, 1995

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
At the heart of our free enterprise system

are the Nation’s 21.5 million small busi-
nesses. They are the engine of our economy,
keeping America competitive in domestic
and global markets. These businesses dem-
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onstrate by their achievements and success
that the promise of the American Dream is
within the grasp of every one of our citizens.

America’s small business entrepreneurs
are risk-takers, venturing into new and often
uncertain territory. As a Nation, we are in-
debted to these bold men and women. With
unparalleled commitment and determina-
tion, they keep us at the forefront of innova-
tion and help fuel our economy.

During the past decade, more than
600,000 new firms have been created annu-
ally. Indeed, just last year, more small busi-
nesses were created than at any time in our
country’s history. Through much of this pe-
riod, small businesses generated most of the
Nation’s new jobs. Today, they employ al-
most 60 percent of the country’s private work
force.

Growing numbers of women and minori-
ties are empowering themselves through
small business ownership, taking risks, and
pursuing their entrepreneurial ambitions.
New programs are teaching business owner-
ship skills to our youth. And our Administra-
tion’s Reinventing Government initiative—
building a government that works better and
costs less—will help sustain this entre-
preneurial spirit for generations to come.

As we approach a new era of economic
opportunity, our Nation’s small business
owners continue to inspire us by their exam-
ple. On behalf of all Americans, I thank these
hardworking citizens across the country for
helping to keep the American Dream alive.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 30 through
May 6, 1995, as ‘‘Small Business Week.’’ I
ask all Americans to join me in saluting the
small business owners of our Nation during
this week with appropriate events and cere-
monies.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-eighth day of April, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-five, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and nineteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:15 a.m., May 1, 1995]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on May 2.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

April 23
In the morning, the President and Hillary

Clinton helped plant a tree on the South
Lawn in memory of those killed or injured
in the Oklahoma City bombing. They then
traveled to Oklahoma City, OK.

Following their arrival in the afternoon,
the President and Hillary Clinton went to the
State Fair Grounds Arena where they met
with members of search and rescue teams.
Later in the afternoon, they met with families
affected by the bombing.

In the evening, the President traveled to
Minneapolis, MN.

April 24
In the morning, the President met with

community college students at the Min-
neapolis Convention Center.

In the afternoon, the President traveled to
Des Moines, IA, where he met with the edi-
torial board of the Des Moines Register.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Lannon Walker to be Ambassador
to Cote d’Ivoire.

The President announced his intention to
nominate David C. Litt to be Ambassador
to the United Arab Emirates.

The President announced his intention to
nominate James Alan Williams for the rank
of Ambassador during his tenure of service
as the Special Coordinator for Cyprus.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Mosina H. Jordan to be Ambas-
sador to the Central African Republic.
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