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Proclamation 6796—Older
Americans Month, 1995
May 3, 1995

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Throughout its history, our Nation has

benefited immeasurably from the myriad
contributions of its older Americans. Our de-
mocracy owes its success in great part to the
millions of senior citizens who through their
work, their volunteer efforts, and their devo-
tion to their families and communities have
helped build the foundation of this country.

Each year, America reserves the month of
May to pay tribute to the contributions and
sacrifices of older Americans and to reaffirm
our commitment to preserving and enhanc-
ing their quality of life. When Older Ameri-
cans Month was established in 1963, only 17
million living Americans had reached their
65th birthday. About a third of older Ameri-
cans lived in poverty, and there were few
programs to meet their needs. But Ameri-
cans were beginning to take a greater interest
in their seniors, encouraged by President
John F. Kennedy’s strong leadership. Today,
there are close to 34 million older Americans,
and we are better addressing their needs with
programs and laws—from Social Security to
the Older Americans Act.

The theme for Older Americans Month
this year, ‘‘Aging: Generations of Experi-
ence,’’ recognizes the tremendous experi-
ences and legacy of past generations that we
enjoy today. And this year we proudly mark
the 30th anniversary of the Older Americans
Act. Through the Act’s programs, adminis-
tered by the Administration on Aging, mil-
lions of older Americans receive critical
home and community-based care services
that enable them to continue to live inde-
pendently within their homes and among
their loved ones and friends.

During this Older Americans Month, sev-
eral thousand delegates from all across
America will gather in Washington, D.C., for
the historic White House Conference on
Aging. And, during this month, we pay trib-
ute to our country’s older Americans and to
the family members and volunteers who pro-

vide care for them. In addition, as we recog-
nize the 50th anniversary of the end of World
War II, we pause to give special recognition
to our senior citizens who so valiantly fought
for our freedoms.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim May 1995, as
‘‘Older Americans Month.’’ I call upon indi-
vidual Americans, representatives of govern-
ment at all levels, businesses and commu-
nities, volunteers and educational institutions
to appropriately acknowledge the contribu-
tions of all older Americans not only this
month but also throughout the year.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this third day of May, in the year
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
five, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and nine-
teenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:32 a.m., May 4, 1995]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on May 5.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the ‘‘Immigration
Enforcement Improvements Act of
1995’’
May 3, 1995

To the Congress of the United States:
I am pleased to transmit today for your

immediate consideration and enactment the
‘‘Immigration Enforcement Improvements
Act of 1995.’’ This legislative proposal builds
on the Administration’s FY 1996 Budget ini-
tiatives and complements the Presidential
Memorandum I signed on February 7, 1995,
which directs heads of executive departments
and agencies to strengthen control of our
borders, increase worksite enforcement, im-
prove employment authorization verification,
and expand the capability of the Immigration
and Naturalization Service (INS) to identify
criminal aliens and remove them from the
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United States. Also transmitted is a section-
by-section analysis.

Some of the most significant provisions of
this proposal will:

• Authorize the Attorney General to in-
crease the Border Patrol by no fewer than
700 agents and add sufficient personnel to
support those agents for fiscal years 1996,
1997, and 1998.

• Authorize the Attorney General to in-
crease the number of border inspectors to
a level adequate to assure full staffing.

• Authorize an Employment Verification
Pilot Program to conduct tests of various
methods of verifying work authorization sta-
tus, including using the Social Security Ad-
ministration and INS databases. The Pilot
Program will determine the most cost-effec-
tive, fraud-resistant, and nondiscriminatory
means of removing a significant incentive to
illegal immigration—employment in the
United States.

• Reduce the number of documents that
may be used for employment authorization.

• Increase substantially the penalties for
alien smuggling, illegal reentry, failure to de-
part, employer violations, and immigration
document fraud.

• Streamline deportation and exclusion
procedures so that the INS can expeditiously
remove more criminal aliens from the United
States.

• Allow aliens to be excluded from enter-
ing the United States during extraordinary
migration situations or when the aliens are
arriving on board smuggling vessels. Persons
with a credible fear of persecution in their
countries of nationality would be allowed to
enter the United States to apply for asylum.

• Expand the use of the Racketeer Influ-
enced and Corrupt Organizations (RICO)
statute to authorize its use to pursue alien
smuggling organizations; permit the INS,
with judicial authorization, to intercept wire,
electronic, and oral communications of per-
sons involved in alien smuggling operations;
and make subject to forfeiture all property,
both real and personal, used or intended to
be used to smuggle aliens.

• Authorize Federal courts to require
criminal aliens to consent to their deporta-
tion as a condition of probation.

• Permit new sanctions to be imposed
against countries that refuse to accept the
deportation of their nationals from the Unit-
ed States. The proposal will allow the Sec-
retary of State to refuse issuance of all visas
to nationals of those countries.

• Authorize a Border Services User Fee
to help add additional inspectors at high vol-
ume ports-of-entry. The new inspectors will
facilitate legal crossings; prevent entry by il-
legal aliens; and stop cross-border drug
smuggling. (Border States, working with local
communities, would decide whether the fee
should be imposed in order to improve infra-
structure.)

This legislative proposal, together with my
FY 1996 Budget and the February 7th Presi-
dential Memorandum, will continue this Ad-
ministration’s unprecedented actions to com-
bat illegal immigration while facilitating legal
immigration. Our comprehensive strategy
will protect the integrity of our borders and
laws without dulling the luster of our Na-
tion’s proud immigrant heritage.

I urge the prompt and favorable consider-
ation of this legislative proposal by the Con-
gress.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
May 3, 1995.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the ‘‘Antiterrorism
Amendments Act of 1995’’
May 3, 1995

To the Congress of the United States:
Today I am transmitting for your imme-

diate consideration and enactment the
‘‘Antiterrorism Amendments Act of 1995.’’
This comprehensive Act, together with the
‘‘Omnibus Counterterrorism Act of 1995,’’
which I transmitted to the Congress on Feb-
ruary 9, 1995, are critically important compo-
nents of my Administration’s effort to combat
domestic and international terrorism.

The tragic bombing of the Murrah Federal
Building in Oklahoma City on April 19th
stands as a challenge to all Americans to pre-
serve a safe society. In the wake of this cow-
ardly attack on innocent men, women, and
children, following other terrorist incidents
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