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tion toward a private economy go more rap-
idly than all experts predicted. We have seen
discipline asserted in this economy to a great-
er degree than most experts predicted. And
we have seen more progress on thorny dif-
ficulties, complex matters, than most experts
predicted.

As a result, the people of the United
States, the people of Russia, and the people
of the world are safer today than they were
2 years ago and than they were before this
last meeting between us occurred. That is
the fundamental story. We will have dif-
ferences. They will have consequences. But
we should stay away from big words like
threats when we’re managing matters which
can be managed in a relationship that is quite
good for the world and that has made us all
safer.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President’s 95th news conference
began at 2:40 p.m. in the Press Conference Hall
in the Kremlin. In his remarks, President Clinton
referred to Frederick Cuny, an American relief
worker in Chechnya who disappeared in April.
President Yeltsin spoke in Russian, and his re-
marks were translated by an interpreter. A portion
of the news conference could not be verified be-
cause the tape was incomplete.

Russia-United States Joint Statement
on Missile Systems
May 10, 1995

The President of the United States of
America and the President of the Russian
Federation, taking into account the threat
posed by worldwide proliferation of missiles
and missile technology and the necessity of
counteracting this threat, agreed on the fol-
lowing basic principles to serve as a basis for
further discussions in order to reach agree-
ment in the field of demarcation between
ABM systems and theater missile defense
systems.

The United States and Russia are each
committed to the ABM Treaty, a cornerstone
of strategic stability.

Both sides must have the option to estab-
lish and to deploy effective theater missile
defense systems. Such activity must not lead

to violation or circumvention of the ABM
Treaty.

Theater missile defense systems may be
deployed by each side which (1) will not pose
a realistic threat to the strategic nuclear force
of the other side and (2) will not be tested
to give such systems that capability.

Theater missile defense systems will not
be deployed by the sides for use against each
other.

The scale of deployment—in number and
geographic scope—of theater missile defense
systems by either side will be consistent with
theater ballistic missile programs confronting
that side.

In the spirit of partnership, the Presidents
undertook to promote reciprocal openness in
activities of the sides in theater missile de-
fense systems and in the exchange of cor-
responding information.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this joint statement.

Joint Statement on European
Security
May 10, 1995

Presidents Clinton and Yeltsin conducted
a thorough review of progress toward their
shared goal of a stable, secure, integrated and
undivided democratic Europe. They agreed
that the end of military confrontation, ideo-
logical conflict, and division of the Euro-At-
lantic region into opposing blocs has created
an historic opportunity for all of its peoples.
They emphasized their determination to co-
operate closely to ensure that in the future,
all peoples of the Euro-Atlantic region shall
enjoy the benefits of a stable, just and peace-
ful order.

The Presidents note that the task of
strengthening Euro-Atlantic security now re-
quires dealing with challenges very different
from those of the Cold War era. Aggressive
nationalism, proliferation of weapons of mass
destruction, unresolved territorial disputes,
and violations in the area of human rights
present serious threats to stability, peace and
prosperity. The Presidents agree that the ef-
fort to deal with these challenges must be
based on respect for the principles and com-
mitments of the OSCE, particularly concern-
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