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tion. Parties to the Convention also agree to
submit periodic reports on the steps they are
taking to implement the obligations of the
Convention. These reports will be reviewed
and discussed at review meetings of the Par-
ties, at which each Party will have an oppor-
tunity to discuss and seek clarification of re-
ports submitted by other Parties.

The United States has initiated many steps
to deal with nuclear safety, and has sup-
ported the effort to develop this Convention.
With its obligatory reporting and review pro-
cedures, requiring Parties to demonstrate in
international meetings how they are comply-
ing with safety principles, the Convention
should encourage countries to improve nu-
clear safety domestically and thus result in
an increase in nuclear safety worldwide. I
urge the Senate to act expeditiously in giving
its advice and consent to ratification.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
May 11, 1995.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on
Democracy Promotion Programs
May 11, 1995

Dear Mr. Chairman:
I am pleased to transmit herewith a report

on the democracy promotion programs fund-
ed by the United States Government. The
report is required by section 534 of the For-
eign Relations Authorization Act for Fiscal
Years 1994 and 1995 (Public Law 103–236).

The report reviews the current status of
U.S.-sponsored programs to promote democ-
racy. As part of the Vice President’s National
Performance Review, agencies will be seek-
ing ways to further streamline these pro-
grams in the coming months.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Jesse Helms,
chairman, Senate Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions, and Benjamin A. Gilman, chairman, House
Committee on International Relations.

Remarks at the Menorah Memorial
at Babi Yar in Kiev

May 12, 1995

Thank you, Rabbi, to the people of
Ukraine, and especially to the veterans of
World War II and the children who are here.
Here on the edge of this wooded ravine, we
bear witness eternally to the consequences
of evil. Here at Babi Yar, almost 54 years
ago, more than 30,000 men, women, and
children were slaughtered in the first 3 days
alone. They died for no other reason than
the blood that ran through their veins. We
remember their sacrifice, and we vow never
to forget.

In late September 1941, the Nazi occupy-
ing army ordered the Jewish population of
Kiev together, with their valuables and be-
longings. ‘‘We thought we were being sent
on a journey,’’ one survivor recalled. But in-
stead they were being herded to the ravine,
stripped, and shot down. By year’s end, more
than 100,000 Jews, 10,000 Ukrainian nation-
alists, Soviet prisoners of war, and gypsies
had been exterminated here.

The writer, Anatoly Kuznietzov, was a
child in Kiev during the war. He remembers
the day the deportations began. ‘‘My grand-
father stood in the middle of the courtyard
straining to hear something. He raised his
finger. ‘Do you know what?’ he said with hor-
ror in his voice. ‘They’re not deporting them.
They’re shooting them.’ ’’

Years later, Kuznietzov brought the poet
Yevgeny Yevtushenko to Babi Yar. And that
night, Yevtushenko wrote one of his most
celebrated poems:

Over Babi Yar there are no memorials.
The steep hillside, like a rough inscrip-
tion. I am frightened. Today I am as old
as the Jewish race. I seem to myself a
Jew at this moment.

These words speak to us across the genera-
tions, a reminder of the past, a warning for
the future.

In the quiet of this place, the victims of
Babi Yar cry out to us still. Never forget, they
tell us, that humanity is capable of the worst,
just as it is capable of the best.

Never forget that the forces of darkness
cannot be defeated with silence or indiffer-
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