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This has not been a perfect peace. Re-
cently, after the peace in Sarajevo broke
down and 1,000 or more shells were dropped
on the city, the United Nations asked for air
support, as they have in the past, with suc-
cess. We gave it, and unfortunately, the Serbs
captured U.N. personnel. I have made it very
clear to the American people all along that
actions like this could occur because of the
vulnerability of the U.N. peacekeepers who
are spread out in small numbers all across
the country. Now we are doing everything
we can to secure the release of the U.N. per-
sonnel.

But let’s not forget this policy has saved
a lot of lives. And in the end, the conflict
will only be resolved by diplomacy. Now, the
United Nations faces a choice: It can either
get out, or it can strengthen its forces in
order to fully support the mission.

If our allies decide to stay, we want to sup-
port them but within the very careful limits
I have outlined. I want to make it clear again
what I have said about our ground forces.
We will use them only if, first, if there is
a genuine peace with no shooting and no
fighting and the United States is part of polic-
ing that peace. That’s exactly what we’ve
been doing in the Middle East since the late
1970’s without incident. It’s worked so well
that I imagine most Americans don’t even
recall that we still have forces there.

Second, if our allies decide they can no
longer continue the U.N. mission and decide
to withdraw, but they cannot withdraw in
safety, we should help them to get out with
our unique capacities. They have borne the
risk for the world community of working for
peace and minimizing the loss of life. And
I think that’s an appropriate thing for us to
do.

The third issue is the remote, indeed high-
ly unlikely event that Britain, France, and
other countries, with their considerable mili-
tary strength and expertise, become stranded
and could not get out of a particular place
in Bosnia. The question has been raised
about whether we would help them to with-
draw as a last resort. I have decided that if
a U.N. unit needs an emergency extraction,
we would assist after consulting with Con-
gress. This would be a limited, temporary op-
eration, and we have not been asked to do

this. I think it is highly unlikely that we would
be asked to do it. But I do believe that these
people who have put themselves at risk are
entitled to know that the U.S. will stand with
them if they need help to move to safety.

Now, as this conflict continues and as the
diplomatic efforts go on, we must remember
that our policy in Bosnia has reduced the
level of violence, has reduced the loss of life.
In the last several days, our allies, in the face
of their hostages being taken, have said that
they expect those people to be released but
that they do not want to give up their efforts
to bring peace to Bosnia. They do not want
us, they do not expect us to put American
ground troops into Bosnia. But we do have
an interest in doing what we can short of
that to contain the conflict and minimize and
eventually end the human suffering. I believe
this is the appropriate, acceptable, proper
policy for the United States.

Thanks for listening.

Note: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. from the
Oval Office at the White House.

Proclamation 6807—National
Homeownership Day, 1995
June 2, 1995

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Throughout the more than two hundred

years since our Nation was founded, Ameri-
cans have embraced the dream of home-
ownership. Strengthening families, establish-
ing communities, and fostering prosperity,
homeownership is the cornerstone of our
economy and a common thread in our na-
tional life. Thanks to a tradition of coopera-
tion between government and industry, the
doors of homeownership have been opened
to millions of Americans. And the United
States is one of the first countries in the
world to make homeownership a reality for
a majority of its people.

For the better part of this century, Amer-
ica has made homeownership a priority of
national policy. The National Housing Act of
1934 created the Federal Housing Adminis-
tration’s home mortgage insurance program,
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empowering more than 23 million Americans
to buy their own homes. In 1944, the GI Bill
of Rights set up the Veterans Administra-
tion’s home loan guaranty program, enabling
millions of veterans to start a new life for
themselves and their families. The Housing
Act of 1949 declared that every American
family should enjoy a ‘‘decent home and a
suitable living environment’’—an ideal that
has been reaffirmed in myriad ways since
then.

Our country’s long-standing commitment
to this goal is a testament to the tremendous
rewards of homeownership. Homeownership
spurs the production and sales of goods and
services, generating new jobs and brighten-
ing America’s economic horizon. It encour-
ages savings and investment, promotes eco-
nomic and civic responsibility, and enhances
the financial security of the American people.
Perhaps most important, homeownership
gives Americans pride in their neighborhoods
and hope for a brighter tomorrow.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim June 5, 1995, as
‘‘National Homeownership Day.’’ I urge all
of our citizens to observe this day with appro-
priate programs, ceremonies, and activities
that celebrate the great American Dream.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this second day of June, in the year
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
five, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and nine-
teenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:33 a.m., June 5, 1995]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on June 5, and it was
published in the Federal Register on June 6.

Remarks on the National
Homeownership Strategy
June 5, 1995

Look at it this way, Jean, all your other
speeches will be easier now. [Laughter] You

did very well, and I thank you and Jim for
coming.

Ladies and gentlemen, I have looked for-
ward to this day for a long time, and I care
a lot about this issue. I’m glad to see so many
distinguished Americans here. I welcome
Congressman Bono who was, before he be-
came a Congressman, a mayor and, there-
fore, has an intimate personal experience
with this whole issue. And I’m, of course,
delighted to see my good friend Millard
Fuller here who has done as much to make
the dream of homeownership a reality in our
country and throughout the world as any liv-
ing person. And we thank you, sir, for your
work.

Before I get into my remarks, I think it’s
important for me to make a brief reference
to another subject. Congress is coming back
to work today after a break, and the anti-
terrorism bill that I sent to Congress is being
considered in the Senate. It will give law en-
forcement the tools it needs to crack down
on terrorists that they, people in law enforce-
ment, asked me to seek from Congress, first,
a couple of months before the Oklahoma
City tragedy, to deal especially with the prob-
lems of international terrorism coming in to
the United States, and then some more
things that were asked for in the wake of
Oklahoma City.

This is very, very serious legislation. The
Congress not only has the right, it has the
responsibility to review the bill and to hear
those who think that in some ways its law
enforcement provisions are too tough. There
ought to be a full debate. But we cannot af-
ford to let scores of unnecessary amend-
ments drag down this process. In that I agree
with the statements made by the majority
leader of the Senate, Senator Dole. So, I call
upon my fellow Democrats and Republicans
to limit amendments, curb politics, ignore
narrow interests, to agree to the simple pact
that there should be no excuses, no games,
no delays. The time is now to enact this im-
portant legislation.

You can be sure that terrorists around the
world are not delaying their plans while we
delay the passage of this bill. It is within our
reach now to dramatically strengthen our law
enforcement capabilities and to enhance the
ability of people in law enforcement to pro-
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