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I will sign legislation that provides these
needed supplemental appropriations and
that reduces the deficit by at least as much
as this bill. However, the legislation must re-
flect the priorities of the American people.
H.R. 1158, as passed, clearly does not.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
June 7, 1995.

Letter to Senator Bob Dole on Line-
Item Veto Legislation
June 7, 1995

Dear Mr. Leader:
I am deeply alarmed by today’s press re-

port that some Republicans in the House and
Senate want to continue to hold back the
line-item veto so that I don’t have it during
this year’s budget process. The line-item veto
is a vital tool to cut pork from the budget.
If this Congress is serious about deficit re-
duction, it must pass the strongest possible
line-item veto immediately, and send it to
my desk so I can sign it right away.

This is not a partisan issue. Presidents
Reagan and Bush asked Congress for it time
and again, and so have I. It was part of the
Republican Contract with America. It has
strong support from members of Congress
in both parties and both houses. No matter
what party the President belongs to or what
party has a majority in Congress, the line-
item veto would be good for America.

If Congress will send me the line-item veto
immediately, I am willing to pledge that this
year, I will use it only to cut spending, not
on tax expenditures in this year’s budget. I
have already put you on notice that I will
veto any budget that is loaded with excessive
tax breaks for the wealthy. But I need the
line-item veto now to hold the line against
pork in every bill the Congress sends me.

The American people have waited long
enough. Congress should give them and the
Presidency the line-item veto without further
delay.

Sincerely,

Bill Clinton

NOTE: This letter was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary but was not issued as
a White House press release.

Executive Order 12962—
Recreational Fisheries
June 7, 1995

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the Unit-
ed States of America, and in furtherance of
the purposes of the Fish and Wildlife Act
of 1956 (16 U.S.C. 742a–d, and e–j), the Fish
and Wildlife Coordination Act (16 U.S.C.
661–666c), the National Environmental Pol-
icy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), and
the Magnuson Fishery Conservation and
Management Act (16 U.S.C. 1801–1882),
and other pertinent statutes, and in order to
conserve, restore, and enhance aquatic sys-
tems to provide for increased recreational
fishing opportunities nationwide, it is or-
dered as follows:

Section 1. Federal Agency Duties. Federal
agencies shall, to the extent permitted by law
and where practicable, and in cooperation
with States and Tribes, improve the quantity,
function, sustainable productivity, and dis-
tribution of U.S. aquatic resources for in-
creased recreational fishing opportunities by:
(a) developing and encouraging partnerships
between governments and the private sector
to advance aquatic resource conservation and
enhance recreational fishing opportunities;

(b) identifying recreational fishing oppor-
tunities that are limited by water quality and
habitat degradation and promoting restora-
tion to support viable, healthy, and, where
feasible, self-sustaining recreational fisheries;

(c) fostering sound aquatic conservation
and restoration endeavors to benefit rec-
reational fisheries;

(d) providing access to and promoting
awareness of opportunities for public partici-
pation and enjoyment of U.S. recreational
fishery resources;

(e) supporting outreach programs de-
signed to stimulate angler participation in the
conservation and restoration of aquatic sys-
tems;

(f) implementing laws under their purview
in a manner that will conserve, restore, and
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