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Statement on the Supreme Court
Decision on the Georgia
Congressional Redistricting Case
June 29, 1995

I am disappointed by the Supreme Court
decision in the Georgia congressional redis-
tricting case. The decision is a setback in the
struggle to ensure that all Americans partici-
pate fully in the electoral process, and it
threatens to undermine the promise of the
Voting Rights Act.

My administration remains firmly commit-
ted to full enforcement of the Voting Rights
Act. We will continue working to ensure that
minority citizens in racially polarized areas
have an effective remedy against the unlaw-
ful dilution of their votes and against impair-
ment of their ability to participate in the elec-
toral process. Congress, on a bipartisan basis,
passed the Voting Rights Act to fulfill the
constitutional guarantees of full political
rights for all citizens, regardless of race. The
Justice Department will continue its vigorous
enforcement of the law.

We have traveled a long road to fulfill the
promise of political rights for all citizens.
Today is a difficult day on that journey, but
the road does not end here. While the ruling
in the Georgia case is unfortunate, I am grati-
fied that the Court’s statements and actions
make clear that race properly may be consid-
ered in the drawing of legislative districts.

Despite today’s setback, we will not let this
decision turn back the clock. We will not
abandon those citizens who look to the Vot-
ing Rights Act to protect their constitutional
rights.

Statement on Agreement With
Congress on Budget Rescissions
Legislation
June 29, 1995

I am pleased that we have reached an
agreement with Republicans and Democrats
in the Congress on the rescissions bill.

I vetoed the original rescissions bill be-
cause it reduced the deficit the wrong way.
The new bill achieves the same amount of
deficit reduction as the previous bill, but it
does so the right way, by protecting invest-

ments in children, education, national serv-
ice, job training, and the environment that
Congress wanted to cut. These are the kind
of balanced priorities that make sense for our
country as we enter the difficult budget de-
bates ahead.

Specifically, the new legislation restores
$733 million in these critical areas, including
$220 million for the Safe and Drug-Free
Schools program, $60 million for training
teachers and other reforms under Goals
2000, $105 million for AmeriCorps, and $225
million for the safe drinking water program.

Like the original bill, the legislation con-
tains over $16 billion in spending cuts, and
it provides supplemental funds I requested
for disaster relief activities of the Federal
Emergency Management Agency, the Fed-
eral response to the bombing in Oklahoma
City, increased antiterrorism efforts, and
debt relief to Jordan to facilitate progress to-
ward a Middle East peace settlement.

We have now achieved a bill that I am
prepared to sign. This is essential legislation,
and I hope the Congress will act on it quickly.
While on balance I believe we made such
significant changes that I am able to sign the
legislation, the bill does contain provisions
I do not support.

I still do not believe this bill should contain
any of the provisions relating to timber. I op-
posed the timber salvage rider because I be-
lieve that it threatens once again to lead to
legal gridlock and to impair, rather than pro-
mote, sustainable economic activity. I con-
tinue to have that concern. But the conferees
did accept important changes in the language
that preserve our ability to implement the
current forest plans and their standards and
to protect other resources such as clean water
and fisheries.

Furthermore, Chairman Hatfield insists
that the timber salvage provisions provide
complete discretion for the administration to
implement these provisions according to our
best judgment.

I take Senator Hatfield at his word. There-
fore, after signing the rescissions bill into law,
I will direct the Secretary of Agriculture, the
Secretary of the Interior, and all other Fed-
eral agencies to carry out timber salvage ac-
tivities consistent with the spirit and intent
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of our forest plans and all existing environ-
mental laws.

We will abide by the balanced goals of our
forest plans, and we will not violate our envi-
ronmental standards. Both are too important
to protecting our quality of life and our econ-
omy.

Message to the Congress on
District of Columbia Budget
Legislation
June 29, 1995

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with section 446 of the Dis-

trict of Columbia Self-Government and Gov-
ernmental Reorganization Act, I am trans-
mitting the District of Columbia’s Proposed
FY 1995 Second Supplemental Budget and
Rescissions of Authority Request Act and the
Proposed FY 1996 Budget Request Act.

The Proposed FY 1996 Budget has not
been reviewed or approved by the District
of Columbia Financial Responsibility and
Management Assistance Authority, created
by Public Law 104–8, the District of Colum-
bia Financial Responsibility and Manage-
ment Assistance Act of 1995 (the ‘‘Act’’). It
will be subject to such review and approval
pursuant to section 208 of the Act.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
June 29, 1995.

Remarks at a Fundraiser in Chicago,
Illinois
June 29, 1995

Thank you very much. Mr. Mayor, thank
you for your introduction, your support, the
power of your leadership. Thank you, Bill
Daley, for being willing to leave Chicago and
come to Washington, which is prima facie
evidence of some loss of sanity—[laughter]—
to help us pass NAFTA. And thank you for
your long friendship and your support.

Thank you, Father Wall, for getting us off
on the right start. Maybe we’ll be a little less
partisan, a little less like the Republicans to-
night since you prayed over us to start. I

thank you all for being here and for your
support.

When Hillary was making her remarks I
was looking at her, imagining her here, think-
ing about the first time I ever came to Chi-
cago to see my wife, before we were married.
I believe I was in her house 3 hours before
her father came down and said hello to me.
[Laughter] It was sort of like running for
President; you just can’t get discouraged; you
have to keep going and—[laughter]—you’re
laughing, but that’s the truth, that story I’m
telling. [Laughter] And I owe so much to this
city and to this State.

Last Saturday I was home in Arkansas, in
a little town called Pine Bluff. I took Dr.
Henry Foster back there because he was
born there, he grew up there. And that’s still
a place where people judge you by what you
do instead of what you say. And I think we’d
be better off if the rest of America were more
like that. But anyway, we went home to Pine
Bluff. And while we were there, it turned
out that in this baseball park four blocks from
where Henry Foster was born and where he
learned to play baseball, there was a phe-
nomenal amateur baseball tournament going
on with all the major amateur leagues there
in a playoff. And it was on ESPN. And two
of the players were drafted right out there
to the majors. And I went to throw out the
first pitch, since I was there. And I was inter-
viewed by none other than Gary ‘‘The Sarge’’
Matthews. You all remember him. He took
the Cubs to one of those playoffs. So he said
to me, ‘‘Now, come on, Mr. President, who’s
your favorite baseball team?’’ I said, ‘‘When
I married my wife, I inherited two things,
a wonderful family of in-laws and the Chi-
cago Cubs.’’ And I expect to get lots of mail.
After I met the Daleys, I got to go to White
Sox games, which made me feel very good
about that.

On the wall of my private little office in
the White House, just off of the Oval Office,
I have one of my most treasured pictures,
a picture of Hillary and me on March 17th,
Saint Patrick’s Day, 1992, in the confetti in
Chicago on the night that we won the Demo-
cratic primary in Illinois and virtually assured
the nomination victory. And for all of that,
I thank you all very, very much.
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