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Statement on the 30th Anniversary of
the Older Americans Act
July 14, 1995

Today I am pleased to mark the 30th anni-
versary of the Older Americans Act, an act
which has allowed millions of elderly Ameri-
cans to live with dignity, safety, and inde-
pendence.

When President Johnson signed this bill
into law 30 years ago, he characterized the
best intentions of a Nation when he said:

‘‘The Older Americans Act clearly affirms
our Nation’s sense of responsibility toward
the well-being of all of our older citizens. But
even more, the results of this act will help
us to expand our opportunities for enriching
the lives of all of our citizens in this country,
now and in the years to come.’’

Indeed, we should be proud of our Na-
tion’s compact with older Americans and the
public private partnership that is embodied
in the Older Americans Act. This compact
has included community-based services such
as Meals on Wheels, transportation, ombuds-
man services, and other efforts to prevent
abuse of the elderly.

As the Congress considers reauthorization
of the Older Americans Act this year, my ad-
ministration is committed to keeping the act
whole and preserving the core principles
which have guided its success—grassroots
support, citizen input, bottom-up planning,
and coordination of services. Programs like
the Title V Senior Community Service Em-
ployment Program have been instrumental
in helping us all benefit from the accumu-
lated experience and judgment of older
Americans. I will fight to keep these pro-
grams strong and to maintain the active role
of the national aging network in assisting el-
derly Americans.

While we commemorate an important an-
niversary today, every American should be
proud that we have greatly improved the way
our people live their lives as they grow older,
providing new hope for entire lifetimes of
purpose and dignity. We must remember
that with this kind of opportunity in a democ-
racy goes continued responsibility. Our job
today is to preserve this progress not only
for our current seniors in their lifetimes but
for all generations of Americans to come.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

July 10
In the morning, the President traveled to

Nashville, TN, where he visited the Vice
President’s mother, Pauline Gore, at the
Vanderbilt University Medical Center. He
returned to Washington, DC, in the after-
noon.

In the evening, the President hosted a din-
ner for congressional leaders on the State
Floor.

The White House announced that the
President has invited Prime Minister P.J.
Patterson of Jamaica for a working visit on
September 13.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Carl Spielvogel as a member of the
Broadcasting Board of Governors for the
International Bureau of Broadcasting.

July 11
The President announced his intention to

nominate Joseph H. Neely to be a member
of the Board of Directors of the Federal De-
posit Insurance Corporation.

July 12
The President declared a major disaster in

West Virginia and ordered Federal funds to
supplement State and local recovery efforts
in communities struck by severe storms,
heavy rain, and flash flooding on June 23–
27.

The President announced his intention to
nominate James Franklin Collins as Ambas-
sador at Large and Special Adviser to the
Secretary of State for the New Independent
States of the Former Soviet Union.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Joseph A. Presel for the rank of
Ambassador during his tenure of service as
Special Negotiator for Nagorno-Karabakh.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Stanley Tuemler Escudero as Am-
bassador to Uzbekistan.
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