Administration of William J. Clinton, 1995 / July 17
No one has done more than our administration to streamline and reform a regulatory
system. You’ll never catch me defending a
dumb regulation or an abusive Government
regulator. The 16,000 pages of Federal regulations we have cut are enough to stretch 5
miles We say to small business, if you have
a problem and you fix it, you can forget the
fine. I want to sign a real regulatory reform
bill. And there is a good alternative sponsored by Senator Glenn and Senator Chafee.
It provides a good starting point and—listen
to this—it includes a 45-day waiting period
in which Congress can review and reject any
Government regulation that doesn’t make
sense. Now, isn’t that a lot better than letting
the interest groups actually delay these regulations forever, even though we need them
for our health and safety?
I want Democrats and Republicans in
Congress to show the American people that
we can reform without rolling back. We can
cut redtape, reduce paperwork, make life
easier for business without endangering our
families or our workers. We do have a responsibility to cut regulation, but we also
have a responsibility to protect our families
and our future. We can and must do both.
Thanks for listening.
NOTE: The address was recorded at 3:24 p.m. on
July 14 in the Roosevelt Room at the White House
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on July 15.

Executive Order 12966—Foreign
Disaster Assistance
July 14, 1995
By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the United States of America, including the National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
1995, Public Law 103–337 (the ‘‘Act’’) and
section 301 of title 3, United States Code,
it is hereby ordered as follows:
Section 1. This order governs the implementation of section 404 of title 10, United
States Code, as added by amendment set
forth in section 1412(a) of the Act. Pursuant
to 10 U.S.C. 404(a), the Secretary of Defense
is hereby directed to provide disaster assistance outside the United States to respond
to manmade or natural disasters when the
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Secretary of Defense determines that such
assistance is necessary to prevent loss of lives.
The Secretary of Defense shall exercise the
notification functions required of the President by 10 U.S.C. 404(c).
Sec. 2. The Secretary of Defense shall
provide disaster assistance only: (a) at the direction of the President; or
(b) with the concurrence of the Secretary
of State; or
(c) in emergency situations in order to save
human lives, where there is not sufficient
time to seek the prior initial concurrence of
the Secretary of State, in which case the Secretary of Defense shall advise, and seek the
concurrence of, the Secretary of State as soon
as practicable thereafter.
For the purpose of section 2(b) of this
order, only the Secretary of State, or the
Deputy Secretary of State, or persons acting
in those capacities, shall have the authority
to withhold concurrence. Concurrence of the
Secretary of State is not required for the execution of military operations undertaken pursuant to, and consistent with, assistance provided in accordance with parts (b) and (c)
of this section, or with respect to matters relating to the internal financial processes of
the Department of Defense.
Sec. 3. In providing assistance covered by
this order, the Secretary of Defense shall
consult with the Administrator of the Agency
for International Development, in the Administrator’s capacity as the President’s Special Coordinator for International Disaster
Assistance.
Sec. 4. This order does not affect any activity or program authorized under any other
provision of law, except that referred to in
section 1 of this order.
Sec. 5. This order is effective at 12:01
a.m., e.d.t. on July 15, 1995.
William J. Clinton
The White House,
July 14, 1995.
[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:19 a.m., July 17, 1995]
NOTE: This Executive order was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on July 17, and it
was published in the Federal Register on July 18.
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Message to the Congress
Transmitting the Revision to the
United States Arctic Research Plan
July 14, 1995
To the Congress of the United States:
Pursuant to the provisions of the Arctic
Research and Policy Act of 1984, as amended
(15 U.S.C. 4108(a)), I transmit herewith the
fourth biennial revision (1996–2000) to the
United States Arctic Research Plan.
William J. Clinton
The White House,
July 14, 1995.

Remarks at the Unveiling Ceremony
for the Official Portraits of President
George Bush and Barbara Bush
July 17, 1995
Thank you. Thank you very much, Mr.
Breeden, for your kind remarks and for your
essential work on behalf of the White House
and the history of this country.
We’re delighted to be here with President
and Mrs. Bush today and Vice President and
Mrs. Quayle, all the Members and former
Members of Congress, the members of the
Bush administration, and the friends of
George and Barbara Bush and especially the
family members. We welcome you all here
to the White House.
It’s impossible to live in this wonderful old
place without becoming incredibly attached
to it, to the history of our country and to
what each and every one of these rooms represent. In a way, I think every family who
has ever lived here has become more and
more a part of our country’s history, just for
the privilege of sleeping under this roof at
night. And so perhaps the most important
thing I can say to President and Mrs. Bush
today is, welcome home. We’re glad to have
you back.
I want to say, too, that we thought that
we ought to have this ceremony in the East
Room. This has always been the people’s
room. In the 19th century, it used to get so
crowded at receptions that one of the windows over here was turned into a door so
people could get out if they couldn’t bear

the crowds anymore. There are so many here
today, perhaps we should have done it again.
But we thought the air-conditioning made it
advisable for us to all stay put.
Many of you know that it was in this room
that Abigail Adams used to dry the family
laundry when the room was nothing more
than a brick shell. You may not know that
the great explorer Meriwether Lewis set up
camp here, surrounded by canvas tarps,
books, and hunting rifles in the day when
he was Thomas Jefferson’s secretary. John
Quincy Adams frequently would come here
to watch the Sun rise after he finished his
early morning swim in the Potomac. That
also is something we’re considering taking up
if the heat wave doesn’t break.
The portraits that we add here today celebrate another chapter to our rich history and
particularly to the rich history of the East
Room where they will remain for a few days
before they are properly hung. I managed
to get a glimpse of these portraits, and I must
admit that I think the artist did a wonderful
job, and we’re all in his debt. But I also want
to say, President Bush, if I look half as good
as you do when I leave office, I’ll be a happy
man. [Laughter]
I want to again compliment Herbert
Abrams, the artist. He also painted the portrait of President Carter. So once again,
President Bush has set another outstanding
example of bipartisanship.
These portraits, as has already been said,
will be seen by millions of Americans who
visit here, reminding them of what these two
great Americans stood for and for what they
have done to strengthen our country. The
portraits in the White House are more than
likenesses. They tell the story of the promise
of one American life and, in so doing, the
promise of all American life. They offer a
lesson, an example, a challenge for every
American to live up to the responsibilities
of citizenship.
As Americans look for ways to come together to deal with the challenges we face
today, they can do well in looking at the lives
of President and Mrs. Bush. They have been
guided by the basic American values and virtues of honesty, compassion, civility, responsibility, and optimism. They have passed
these values on to their family and on to our

