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Week Ending Friday, August 4, 1995

Remarks at a State Dinner for
President Kim Yong-sam of South
Korea
July 27, 1995

Let me welcome President and Mrs. Kim,
the members of the delegation from the Re-
public of Korea. To all of our distinguished
guests, Hillary and I are delighted to have
you here in the White House. I have espe-
cially enjoyed this day that I have spent with
President Kim, a man whose extraordinary
resilience is matched only by his commit-
ment to democracy.

Mr. President, this is our fourth meeting.
And if you’ll permit me just a personal note,
I am struck by how much we have in com-
mon. We were both elected to office at an
early age. You won a seat in your National
Assembly when you were just 25. You en-
tered the Blue House just a month after I
came to the White House. Or to put it in
another way, we have both spent the past
20,000 hours or so dealing with our respec-
tive Congresses and fielding hard questions
from the press. [Laughter] I’m happy to say
that President Kim is also an enthusiastic jog-
ger who permitted me to jog with him in
Korea. And even in this heat, Mr. President,
after this meal, we may have to run an extra
mile together tomorrow. [Laughter]

Mr. President, for all the things we have
in common, I must also comment on some-
thing that sets you apart from most other
leaders in the world today. And that is the
extraordinary hardship you endured and the
courage you displayed to bring democracy to
your country. Your many years in opposition
were marked by jail terms, years of house
arrest, an assassination attempt, and a 23-day
hunger strike that almost took your life. As
you once put it, a short life of integrity is
better than a long life in disgrace.

But you persisted, and you prevailed. At
your inauguration you said, ‘‘Deep in my
heart I have a vision of a new Korea, a freer

and more mature democracy. At last we have
established a government by the people and
of the people of this land.’’ Now, under your
leadership, Korea is taking its rightful place
in the world as both a thriving economy and
a dynamic democracy.

Mr. President, the bonds between our
people, forged in the fires of war upon your
land, have only grown stronger with time. We
are united now by a history of shared sacrifice
and a future of common purpose. These are
our common goals: lasting peace, security,
and reconciliation on the Korean Peninsula;
a stable and prosperous Asia-Pacific region;
a rising tide of democracy around the world.
Working together, the Republic of Korea and
the United States can help to achieve them.

Mr. President, when I visited you 2 years
ago, you presented me with a beautiful work
of calligraphy with your favorite saying:
Taedo Mumun, Righteousness overcomes all
obstacles. Mr. President, tonight, in the pres-
ence of so many people from your country,
so many Korean-Americans, your wonderful
wife, and your two daughters who live in our
country, I ask everyone in this room to raise
a glass to a man who, through his own right-
eousness, has overcome all obstacles: Kim
Yong-sam. To you, Mr. President, and to the
enduring friendship between our two great
nations.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:30 p.m. in the
State Dining Room at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to President Kim’s wife, Kim
Myoung Soon, and his daughters, Lee Hye Young
and Song Hye Kyung. This item was not received
in time for publication in the appropriate issue.

Radio Address by the President and
Hillary Clinton on Medicare
July 29, 1995

The President. Good morning. This
morning I’m speaking to you from the Oval
Office with the First Lady. And we’re joined
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by families from all across our country,
grandparents, parents, and children, includ-
ing Hillary’s mother and my stepfather. We
want to talk with you this morning about the
respect and dignity we owe to older Ameri-
cans and the security we owe to their fami-
lies.

This weekend we’re celebrating the 30th
anniversary of the passage of Medicare.
Guaranteed health care for older and dis-
abled Americans is now so much a part of
our lives that it’s easy to forget how growing
old once meant growing poor in our country.
In 1965, over one-third of older Americans
were poor, and half of them were uninsured.

I remember because my mother was a
nurse-anesthetist, and older people without
insurance would sometimes come to our
house, offering to mow our lawn or bringing
a bushel of peaches to pay for her services.
These Americans had worked hard their
whole lives, they didn’t have any health insur-
ance, and they were in danger of losing their
health.

Vice President Gore’s father, Senator Al
Gore, Sr., was in the Senate back in 1965
when he said that this was a disgrace in a
country such as ours. Senator Gore helped
to create Medicare to put an end to that dis-
grace. And since then, Medicare has lifted
millions of seniors out of poverty and pro-
vided insurance for almost every older Amer-
ican.

Mrs. Clinton. We need to remember that
Medicare is not just important for older men
and women, it is a compact across genera-
tions. Medicare means that we don’t have to
choose between doing right by our parents
and giving our children the opportunities
they deserve.

A friend of ours told me a story about how,
before Medicare, her mother would take a
part of her paycheck each week and put it
in an envelope to pay for an aging parent’s
health care bills. That meant the family had
less money for putting food on the table or
sending their children to college or saving
for their own retirement. That’s the way it
was for families before Medicare and the way
it could be again for all families, especially
those of us with both responsibilities for par-
ents and children.

Parents ought to be able to save for their
children’s college and protect their parents’
health. And Medicare means they can. It cer-
tainly has been there for our family and for
the Vice President’s.

You may know that the President and I
have both lost parents in the last 21⁄2 years.
We’ve sat in those hospital waiting rooms.
We’ve been in those intensive care units. And
we’ve also experienced in the past week with
the Vice President the joy of having his moth-
er come out of the hospital. For all our wor-
ries, the one thing we didn’t have to worry
about was a mountain of health care bills.
Medicare was there.

That is the story for millions of Americans,
people like Arthur Flemming and Genevieve
Johnson, who are here with us. Mr.
Flemming helped start Medicare 30 years
ago. And Mrs. Johnson was among the first
people to benefit from it. Today, both are
in their nineties and receive Medicare, and
both have worked tirelessly to make sure
Medicare will be there for their grand-
children, too. And I think it’s because they
know what life is like for most older Ameri-
cans. The median income for women over
65 in our country is $8,500 a year.

The President. To preserve Medicare for
all of our grandchildren we do have to
strengthen the Medicare trust fund, which
holds the money we all pay in to cover hos-
pital, nursing homes, and home health bills.
I’ve been working to reform Medicare since
I took office, and frankly, the trust fund is
in better shape than it was when I did take
office. But real reform is about making the
situation better, not worse. Real reform
means fixing the trust fund without putting
beneficiaries in a fix.

I also believe we have to balance the budg-
et. But I know we can do that and strengthen
the trust fund without rolling back 30 years
of progress against poverty and fear for older
Americans. That’s what my balanced budget
will do. It will eliminate the deficit, secure
the Medicare trust fund, and still protect
older Americans from one penny in new
Medicare costs. Times are tough enough
without forcing families to pay more to keep
the health care they have right now.

The congressional majority sees it dif-
ferently. They are now willing to join me in
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shoring up the trust fund, but they want to
do it in a way I don’t agree with, that goes
way too far, because they insist on such a
huge tax cut that also make older couples
pay $5,600 more out of their pockets over
the next few years. For people who don’t
have that kind of money, the message will
be simple: Fend for yourselves. Many people
just won’t be able to do it.

As I said before, we often take for granted
the security that comes from Medicare. But
according to a new study by the Department
of Health and Human Services, the congres-
sional majority would push 500,000—a half
a million—older Americans into poverty by
increasing the cost of health care. And these
cuts would force their families to make
choices between generations that no family
should have to make.

We do need to protect Medicare from
going bankrupt, but we don’t have to bank-
rupt older Americans to do it. None of the
cuts driving families into poverty would go
into the trust fund. They would simply pay
for a huge tax cut for people who don’t really
need it. That’s unnecessary, and it’s wrong.
Medicare is too important to all families to
become a piggy bank for tax cuts for just a
few. It’s especially important today because
so many families are working harder and
earning the same or less than they did 10
years ago.

For all Americans, Medicare must remain
a source of certainty and security. For our
parents, but also for our children, I pledge
to do my part to keep Medicare strong.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. from
the Oval Office at the White House.

Question-and-Answer Session With
Senior Citizens on Medicare
July 29, 1995

The President. Yes, Sarah [Sarah
McClendon, McClendon News Service].

Q. What’s your strategy? What’s going to
be the Democrats’ strategy? We can’t live
with this present condition, like this, we can’t
do it, people are dying every day because
they don’t have preventive health care. And

what’s going to be the strategy of the Demo-
crats to overcome this?

The President. Well, first of all, we’re
going to try to win as many of the fights as
we can as they come up. You know, yesterday
we won a really important victory in the
House of Representatives where, really, the
first time since the new majority took over,
over 50 Republicans bolted and voted to pro-
tect the environment, a very important issue
in States like Florida and other States around
the country. The House had a bill before it
that would literally strip the Federal Govern-
ment of its power to protect the environ-
ment. So that—and 50 Republicans joined
with almost all the Democrats and said, no,
we’re not going to do that.

So I think that we’ve got a chance now,
a real chance to build a sensible, common-
sense, common ground majority. And that’s
what we’re going to try to do. I don’t know
that these Medicare cuts can pass the Con-
gress. And I’m certainly going to do what I
can to defeat them. That’s our first strategy.

The second thing, to follow up on what
you said, is that we believe that if we’re going
to slow the rate of growth in Medicare spend-
ing dramatically, without imposing great new
costs on seniors and making the system work,
we ought to take a little of that money we’re
going to save and put it into preventive care,
to try to help people take care of their par-
ents or their grandparents outside of institu-
tions, outside of nursing home care. I think
it would save money over the long run. It
wouldn’t cost a lot of money to start, and
we’d sure find out over the next 2 or 3 years.

And in my budget, we do—we take some
of that money to put into home health care.
We’ve put some of that money into respite
care for people with Alzheimer’s. We do
some other things with it, and we’ll be able
to monitor over the next 2 or 3 years whether
it saves money or not. I think it will, and
it doesn’t have anything to do with stabilizing
the trust fund. So that’s our strategy.

And I’m encouraged by yesterday’s vote
on the environment that there may be some
Republicans willing to brave the pressure,
the enormous pressure they’ve been under
to toe the line, to do what’s right for America.
So I’m encouraged.

Q. Mr. President——
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