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Week Ending Friday, August 25, 1995

The President’s Radio Address
August 19, 1995

Good morning. As I speak to you this
morning I can look out on Grand Teton Na-
tional Park in the Rocky Mountains where
my family and I are enjoying our summer
vacation. We’re looking forward to exploring
both Grand Teton and Yellowstone National
Parks over the next several days. The beauty
of these mountains is absolutely breath-
taking, and their tranquillity is good for the
soul.

We could all use a lot more peace and
quiet in our lives and in our society these
days. So today I want to talk about our
progress in reducing the violent crime that
has shattered the lives of too many Ameri-
cans for too long.

Just a year ago this week we ended 6 years
of partisan stalemate in Washington by push-
ing a tough, sweeping crime bill through the
Congress. Narrow interest groups on the left
and the right didn’t want the bill to pass, and
you can be sure the criminals didn’t, either.
But every major law enforcement organiza-
tion in America fought hard for the crime
bill, and so did I, because it puts Government
firmly on the side of the people who abide
by the law, not the criminals who break it.

Already the crime bill is making a dif-
ference. So far, we have awarded community
policing grants to put 24,000 new police offi-
cers on the street. And we paid for it with
the money saved by reducing the size of the
Federal bureaucracy to its lowest level since
John Kennedy was President. Already there
are 150,000 fewer people working for the
U.S. Government than there were the day
I became President.

The assault weapons ban and the Brady
bill have stopped thousands of criminals from
getting their hands on deadly weapons.
We’re giving States more help in building
prisons to keep serious offenders behind bars
longer. And we’re giving communities funds

for prevention, to give our young people
something to say yes to as well as something
to say no to.

Although it’s far too early to declare vic-
tory, aggressive efforts like these and aggres-
sive efforts by local police departments to ex-
pand community policing and crack down on
drugs and gangs have helped to reduce the
murder rate this year in Chicago, New York,
New Orleans, and several other major cities.
In fact, the crime rate is down overall in al-
most every area in America.

The crime bill has also given prosecutors
tough new penalties to use against violent
criminals. The death penalty can now be im-
posed for nearly 60 Federal crimes, such as
killing a law enforcement officer and using
weapons of mass destruction resulting in
death. Prosecutors are using this statute to
seek the death penalty in indictments in the
Oklahoma City bombing just now.

And just this week a violent career criminal
in Iowa named Thomas Farmer was sen-
tenced to life imprisonment because the
crime bill says to repeat offenders, when you
commit a third violent crime you’ll be put
away and put away for good, ‘‘three strikes
and you’re out.’’

Until this week, Thomas Farmer had been
a textbook case of what’s wrong with our
criminal justice system. He committed one
violent crime after another and each time
was paroled long before his sentence was up.
In 1970, he murdered a doctor and drew a
20-year sentence, but he was paroled a few
years later, even after he tried to escape.

In 1979, he was sentenced to 25 years for
armed robbery. Two years later he murdered
a fellow inmate and was sentenced to an ad-
ditional 10 years, but the State paroled him
yet again. And last fall he went on a crime
spree, robbing two supermarkets and threat-
ening to kill an employee who was taking too
long to open the store safe.

No wonder law-abiding Americans are fed
up with a system that lets too many career
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criminals get out of jail free. If Thomas
Farmer had been convicted in State court
again, he might have been out on the street
again in less than 3 years. But our ‘‘three
strikes and you’re out’’ law slammed that re-
volving door shut. Thomas Farmer has made
a life of violent crime; now he will pay for
the rest of his life behind bars where he be-
longs.

Thomas Farmer was the very first career
criminal we put away under the ‘‘three strikes
and you’re out.’’ But he will not be the last.
Federal prosecutors already have another 16
‘‘three strikes’’ cases pending around the
country, including three convictions that are
awaiting sentencing now.

One year ago, we overcame deep partisan
differences and bitter partisan opposition to
make ‘‘three strikes and you’re out’’ the law
of the land. Now it’s time for Members of
Congress to do that again, to put aside de-
mands for ideological purity and give the
American people the reforms they want, the
reforms they need, the reforms they need
in welfare, the reforms they need in other
areas of our Government. And these reforms
clearly include the antiterrorism legislation
I sent to Congress after the Oklahoma City
bombing.

It’s hard to imagine what more must hap-
pen to convince Congress to pass that bill.
Yet partisan politics has blocked it in the
House of Representatives. I call on the
House to pass that antiterrorism bill when
they return so we can continue to make all
Americans safer.

Because of the crime bill passed a year
ago, the people of Iowa are safer today, and
a career criminal who haunted them for dec-
ades is off the streets for good. I’ll keep doing
everything in my power to ensure that those
who commit crimes are caught, those who
are caught are convicted, those who are con-
victed are punished, and those who have
made a life of crime spend the rest of their
lives behind bars.

The American people deserve a justice sys-
tem that reflects our values and a Govern-
ment that fulfills its first responsibility, to
keep Americans safe.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:21 p.m. on
August 18 at the Rockefeller residence in Jackson
Hole, WY, for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on August
19.

Remarks on the Death of the
American Diplomats in Bosnia-
Herzegovina and an Exchange With
Reporters in Jackson Hole, Wyoming
August 19, 1995

The President. Good morning. As all of
you know by now, we lost some fine Ameri-
cans in Bosnia in a terrible accident a few
hours ago, working for the cause of peace
there. I have spoken with Dick Holbrooke
and with General Clark in Sarajevo, and of
course, with Secretary of State Christopher
and Deputy Secretary Talbott. I have re-
ceived a full account of what occurred. I am
convinced that it was a tragic accident.

I am very grateful for the service that these
fine men have rendered to their country and
to the world. And I am encouraged by the
determination of their colleagues to continue
on. Within a matter of moments from now,
Secretary Holbrooke and General Clark will
continue with a scheduled meeting with
President Izetbegovic to press for the cause
of peace. I expect them then to come home
with their comrades and, after a few days,
to return to press the peace mission again
vigorously.

This is a sad and tragic day for the families
of the men who were killed, and Hillary and
I, and I’m sure all Americans, send our pray-
ers and our thoughts to them and our pro-
found gratitude for their service. I think the
American people would have been very
proud of the response of their colleagues
today in the wake of this incident. And I am
very grateful for the continued determination
of Secretary Holbrooke and General Clark
to continue on the peace mission.

Q. Mr. President, as far as you’re con-
cerned, there’s no need to stop the U.S. ef-
forts to seek a diplomatic solution; this won’t
in any way affect that?

The President. No, I hope it will intensify
it. The men who gave their lives—these were
immensely talented, patriotic Americans who
were profoundly concerned with what the
war in Bosnia has done to the people there
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and what it means for the values of decency
and freedom and peace. And I would think
that the thing that they would want us most
to do is to press ahead, and that is what we
intend to do.

Q. You’re convinced there was no foul play
involved?

The President. Based on everything we
know from the—I have now—I talked to
Secretary Holbrooke and General Clark, who
were virtual eye witnesses, and they say
there’s no evidence of that.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:10 a.m. at the
Teton Pine Golf Club. In his remarks, he referred
to Lt. Gen. Wesley K. Clark, USA, Director, Stra-
tegic Plans and Policy, Joint Staff, and Richard
Holbrooke, Assistant Secretary of State for Euro-
pean and Canadian Affairs.

Statement on the Death of the
American Diplomats in Bosnia-
Herzegovina
August 19, 1995

I am deeply saddened by the deaths today
of three dedicated Americans serving the
cause of peace, near Sarajevo, Bosnia-
Herzegovina. We have confirmed reports
that Ambassador Robert Frasure, Deputy As-
sistant Secretary of State for European and
Canadian Affairs; Dr. Joseph J. Kruzel, Dep-
uty Assistant Secretary of Defense for Euro-
pean and NATO Policy; and Air Force Colo-
nel Samuel Nelson Drew, a member of the
National Security Council staff, were killed
this morning in a crash of their military vehi-
cle on the way to Sarajevo. Two other mem-
bers of the delegation were injured. These
men were part of an American team search-
ing for an end to the conflict there. That ef-
fort will continue.

In addition, one French soldier was killed
and two were injured; the three were part
of the team escorting the delegation.

I also want to thank the Government of
France and the United Nations Protection
Force (UNPROFOR) for their extraordinary
efforts to care for the casualties.

My heartfelt sympathy is extended to the
Frasure, Kruzel, and Drew families. In honor
of their sacrifice, I have directed that our

Nation’s flags be lowered. Their loved ones
were engaged in the greatest cause of all—
the search for peace. As the Scripture tells
us, ‘‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they
shall be called the children of God.’’

Proclamation 6817—Death of Those
in the U.S. Delegation in Bosnia-
Herzegovina
August 19, 1995

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
As a mark of respect for those who died

as a result of the tragic accident near Sara-
jevo, Bosnia-Herzegovina, which occurred
August 19, 1995, I hereby order, by the au-
thority vested in me as President of the Unit-
ed States of America by section 175 of title
36 of the United States Code, that the flag
of the United States shall be flown at half-
staff upon all public buildings and grounds,
at all military posts and naval stations, and
on all naval vessels of the Federal Govern-
ment in the District of Columbia and
throughout the United States and its Terri-
tories and possessions until sunset, Wednes-
day, August 23, 1995. I also direct that the
flag shall be flown at half-staff for the same
length of time at all United States embassies,
legations, consular offices, and other facilities
abroad, including all military facilities and
naval vessels and stations.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this nineteenth day of August, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-five, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twentieth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:48 a.m., August 21, 1995]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on August 22.
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Memorandum on Assistance to
Mongolia
August 22, 1995

Presidential Determination No. 95–38

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Eligibility for Mongolia to be
Furnished Defense Articles and Services
Under the Foreign Assistance Act and the
Arms Export Control Act

Pursuant to the authority vested in me by
section 503(a)(1) of the Foreign Assistance
Act of 1961, as amended (22 U.S.C. 2311(a)),
and section 3(a)(1) of the Arms Export Con-
trol Act as amended (22 U.S.C. 2753(a)(1)),
I hereby find that the furnishing of defense
articles and services to the Government of
Mongolia will strengthen the security of the
United States and promote world peace.

You are authorized and directed to report
this finding to the Congress and to publish
it in the Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

Remarks at a Memorial Service for
the American Diplomats Who
Died in Bosnia-Herzegovina
in Arlington, Virginia
August 23, 1995

My fellow Americans, distinguished mem-
bers of the diplomatic corps; most impor-
tantly, to the family, the friends, the col-
leagues, the loved ones of Robert Frasure,
Joseph Kruzel, and Nelson Drew: Today we
gather to honor three peacemakers who gave
their lives seeking for others the blessings we
Americans hold dear and too often take for
granted, the opportunity to work and to
dream, to raise our children to live and to
love in a land of peace.

When I named Robert Frasure Special
Envoy to the Former Yugoslavia, a key Unit-
ed States representative in seeking solutions
to modern diplomacy’s most difficult chal-
lenge—ending the bloodshed and bringing
peace in the Balkans—he had already made
diplomacy the steady dedication of a lifetime.
He earned, justifiably, a reputation as a man
for all crises, and many, many people around

this world from Ethiopia to Estonia have bet-
ter lives because of his superb work.

Joseph Kruzel put his mind to the test of
creating lasting security in a world that has
known too much war. Besides his outstand-
ing work in Bosnia, he led the Pentagon’s
efforts on critical issues of NATO enlarge-
ment and the re-integration of Eastern Eu-
rope into the West after the cold war. His
service to our country spanned 28 years, from
an Air Force officer in Vietnam to work on
SALT I to being a major force in bringing
the nations of Europe into the Partnership
For Peace. The world is a more secure place
because of his dedication.

Colonel Nelson Drew was a soldier, a
scholar, a teacher, and a gentle man. He was
trained to fight war. But in more than 20
years of service as an Air Force officer, he
gave his heart and soul to the search for
peace. He was largely responsible for invest-
ing the military and diplomatic initiatives of
our Nation in Bosnia with a coherent design.
And he was universally respected for his
knowledge, his negotiating skills, his strategic
thinking about the future of NATO and Eu-
rope after the cold war. The White House
and the Nation are better for his service.

Bob, Joe, and Nelson each represented the
finest qualities of American citizenship. For
their service and their sacrifice in the cause
of peace and freedom, it is my honor on this
day to award them each the President’s Citi-
zens Medal.

Let me say to Katharina Frasure and Sarah
and Virginia; to Gail Kruzel and John and
Sarah; to Sandy Drew and Samantha and
Philip; and to all your other family members
here, the American people mourn your loss
and share your grief. America is profoundly
grateful for the work your husbands and fa-
thers did to make the world a better place.

I hope you will always remember, along
with the personal memories you shared with
me just a few moments ago, the pride they
took in their calling and the passion they
brought to the search for peace. And I hope
that always, always, you will be very proud.

They were extraordinary Americans who
made reason their weapon, freedom their
cause, and peace their goal. Bob, Joe, and
Nelson were in Bosnia because they were
moved by the terrible injustice and suffering
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there. And they were there because they be-
lieved it could and must be changed. The
sorrow we feel here reminds us of the suffer-
ing Bob, Joe, and Nelson sought to ease
there.

So as we praise these men—Robert
Frasure, Joseph Kruzel, and Nelson Drew,
quiet American heroes who gave their lives
so that others might know a future of hope
and a land at peace—let us resolve to carry
on their struggle with the strength, deter-
mination, and caring they brought to their
families, their work, and their very grateful
Nation.

May God bless their memories and lift up
their souls.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:10 p.m. in Memo-
rial Chapel at Fort Myer.

Statement on the Death of Alfred
Eisenstadt
August 24, 1995

We join today to mourn the death of the
dean of photojournalism. From the pages of
Life magazine to art galleries throughout the
world, Alfred Eisenstadt, one of the most tal-
ented photojournalists of our time, has
chronicled our country’s history through his
work.

His legacy will continue through his photo-
graphs for Americans and people across the
globe to enjoy. Hillary and I extend our deep-
est personal sympathies to his companion Lu
Lu Kaye as well as to his family and friends.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on Haiti
August 24, 1995

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
As required by section 107 of Public Law

104–6, I transmit herewith the report on the
cumulative incremental cost of all United
States activities in Haiti subsequent to Sep-
tember 30, 1993.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate.

Statement on Disaster Assistance for
New York State
August 24, 1995

Tonight in Suffolk County, New York, fire-
fighters and other emergency workers are
heroically fighting several dangerous fires
that have forced the evacuation of hundreds
of people, including residents of two nursing
homes among other facilities.

In order to help the State and county gov-
ernments sustain these efforts without worry
of financial hardships, I have tonight author-
ized fire suppression grants which will allow
the Federal Emergency Management Agen-
cy to reimburse the State for most of the
costs associated with the emergency oper-
ations.

I have also directed the mobilization of the
resources of the U.S. Forest Service to pro-
vide direct assistance in fighting the fires, in-
cluding all necessary equipment and teams
of particular expertise in fighting wild land
fires. They are on their way. I have directed
FEMA Director James Lee Witt and Assist-
ant Secretary of Agriculture Jim Lyons to go
to New York tonight to manage the Federal
firefighting effort. Fires are frightening, and
I know that the residents of these areas are
going through difficult times. Our hearts and
our prayers are with them, and we commend
the efforts of all of those people on Long
Island who are valiantly working to contain
these blazes.

NOTE: The President also recorded this statement
at 9 p.m. outside the press filing center in Jackson
Hole, WY, for later broadcast in New York State.

Remarks on the 79th Anniversary of
the National Park Service in
Yellowstone National Park, Wyoming
August 25, 1995

Hi, folks. Well, I’m sorry about the rain,
but I want to tell you that Hillary and Chelsea
and I are having a wonderful time here. I
want to thank the Park Superintendent, Mike
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Findley, and all the people who work at Yel-
lowstone for making our visit so nice, even
with the rain.

I wanted to make a couple of points today:
79 years ago today the Congress established
the National Park Service to organize and
preserve our natural heritage and to preserve
our common environment. Last year at the
369 national parks, 270 million visitors came.
That is an astonishing number.

Yellowstone is the symbol of our national
parks because it’s the oldest one and the first
one in the history of the world. And I came
here today basically to make two or three
points: First of all, I am committed to pre-
serving these parks. There was an effort in
Congress—[applause]—there was an effort
in Congress to cut the budget in a way that
could have forced the closure of 200 of these
parks. That’s wrong. There are some people
who say we ought to just sell some of our
natural treasures off to the highest bidder.
And that’s wrong.

But I do think we need some reforms, and
let me just mention two or three. Number
one, I support keeping the fees that you pay
when you come to the national parks in the
parks. That’s one of the things that we want
to do so that the money can be used to pre-
serve the parks.

Secondly, we want to allow the national
parks more flexibility to go out and raise
money from private citizens to preserve, not
to destroy, our natural heritage. And that’s
in the plan that we have given to Congress,
and we hope that they will adopt it.

And finally, we want to see the people who
do business in our parks give a fairer share
of that business back to the parks for the
preservation of the people in the future, like
the people who run this hotel do. And Mr.
Findley’s worked hard on that. We want
more of that in the future.

The last thing I want to say is this: We
have a big stake in what you see around you
here at Yellowstone. It’s a part of what I call
our common ground. And we should not do
anything this year—anything—to weaken our
ability to protect the quality of our land, our
water, our food, the diversity of our wildlife,
and the sanctity of our natural treasures. We
can balance the budget without doing any
of that, and that’s the commitment all of us

ought to make today on this anniversary of
the National Park Service.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1 p.m. at Old Faith-
ful Lodge.

Memorandum on Unfunded
Mandates Reform
August 25, 1995

Memorandum for the Director of the Office
of Management and Budget

Subject: Delegation of Authority To Issue
Guidelines and Instructions to Federal
Agencies on Consulting With State, Local,
and Tribal Governments

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and laws of the United
States, including section 204(c) of the Un-
funded Mandates Reform Act of 1995 (Pub-
lic Law 104–4) and section 301 of title 3 of
the United States Code, I hereby delegate
to the Director of the Office of Management
and Budget the authority vested in the Presi-
dent to issue the guidelines and instructions
to Federal agencies required by section
204(c) of that Act.

You are authorized and directed to publish
this memorandum in the Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:27 a.m., August 28, 1995]

NOTE: This memorandum will be published in the
Federal Register on August 29.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

August 23
In the morning, the President traveled

from Jackson Hole, WY, to Washington, DC.
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In the afternoon, the President met with
members of his foreign policy team and the
following newly appointed members of the
U.S. negotiating team in Bosnia-
Herzegovina: Roberts Owen, Brig. Gen.
Donald Kerrick, James Pardew, and Chris-
topher Hill. He then returned to Jackson
Hole, WY.

August 24
In the evening, the President had a tele-

phone conversation with Senator Alfonse
D’Amato and Gov. George Pataki of New
York to discuss emergency efforts to extin-
guish brush fires on Long Island.

August 25
In the morning, the President traveled to

Yellowstone National Park. Later in the day,
he returned to Jackson Hole.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Ember Reichgott Junge to the Coun-
cil of the Administrative Conference of the
United States.

The President declared a major disaster in
the State of Ohio and ordered Federal aid
to supplement State and local recovery ef-
forts in the area struck by severe storms and
flooding on August 7–18.

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

NOTE: No nominations were submitted to the
Senate during the period covered by this issue.

Checklist
of White House Press Releases

The following list contains releases of the Office
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of
Other White House Announcements.

Released August 19

Statement by National Security Adviser An-
thony Lake on the death of the American
diplomats in Bosnia-Herzegovina

Released August 21

Statement by Press Secretary Mike McCurry
on the terrorist attack in Jerusalem

Released August 22

Transcript of a press briefing by Deputy
Press Secretary Ginny Terzano

Released August 23

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Mike McCurry

Statement by Press Secretary Mike McCurry
on the decision to award posthumously the
Presidential Citizens Medal to Ambassador
Robert C. Frasure, Dr. Joseph J. Kruzel, and
Col. S. Nelson Drew, USAF

Statement by Press Secretary Mike McCurry
on the President’s meeting with Assistant
Secretary of State for European and Cana-
dian Affairs Richard Holbrooke and the new
members of the team which will continue
diplomatic efforts in Bosnia-Herzegovina

Released August 24

Statement by Press Secretary Mike McCurry
on the expulsion of Harry Wu from China

Released August 25

Statement by Press Secretary Mike McCurry
announcing that First Lady Hillary Clinton
will attend the United Nations World Con-
ference on Women in Beijing, China, Sep-
tember 5–6

Acts Approved
by the President

NOTE: No acts approved by the President were
received by the Office of the Federal Register
during the period covered by this issue.
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