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the Balkan war. And for these two countries
to work out their longstanding differences
and look forward to relationships of perma-
nent peace and commerce and accord with
one another is an enormous step forward in
our attempts to find a comprehensive peace
in the Balkans.

Now, I also want to tell you that we have
some reason to hope that we are making
progress, thanks to the determination of
NATO and the United Nations, in securing
Bosnian Serb compliance with the conditions
the U.N. and NATO have set forward for
the cessation of the bombing campaign. And
we are working on that, will continue to work
on it hard today. And obviously, if there are
any developments, we will announce them.

Bosnia
Q. Do you have Russian acquiescence to

place troops around Sarajevo?
The President. Well, let me say, first of

all, we are working on the details of the
agreement. When they are worked out we
will then say what they are and answer all
the questions.

Q. But sir, is there an agreement for the
Serbs to pull their artillery from the positions
around Sarajevo?

The President. That is what we are at-
tempting to secure at this moment. We are
working through that. There’s been some
progress in the last—there’s been some rea-
son to hope for progress in the last several
hours, beginning last night our time. But
we’re not prepared to make a final announce-
ment yet. When we are, we will, and we’ll
answer all the questions.

Medicare
Q. The Speaker of the House today said

that the Democratic position on Medicare is
to scare 85-year-olds, and he called the party
‘‘morally bankrupt.’’

The President. Well, you know, I think
it’s questionable to use words like ‘‘morally
bankrupt,’’ but let’s look at the facts. For 2
years, I said the Medicare Trust Fund was
in trouble, and Mr. Gingrich and others
mocked me and denied that it was in trouble.
All by ourselves, with no help from them,
we added 3 years to the life of the Trust
Fund. We have proposed legislation which

would add 10 years to the life of the Trust
Fund and will get Medicare out of trouble.

I don’t want to use a term like ‘‘morally
bankrupt,’’ but I think it is morally question-
able at least to propose vast Medicare cuts
which would increase the cost of Medicare
to elderly people living on under $24,000 a
year and claim that it’s going to the Trust
Fund when they know not one red cent of
the money being paid by seniors will go to
the Trust Fund. It will go to fund a tax cut
that is too big. And they should tell the truth
to the American people that they want to
charge the providers more money and put
that in the Trust Fund. They want to charge
the elderly people of this country more
money and put that into the tax cut.

Now, that is the truth. And if we’re going
to talk about what morality requires, morality
requires them to tell the truth to the Amer-
ican people.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:45 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. Following his
remarks, the President met with Greek Ambas-
sador to the United States Loukas Tsilas and For-
eign Minister Stevo Crvenkovski of the Former
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Proclamation 6823—National
Hispanic Heritage Month, 1995
September 14, 1995

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
America has always drawn strength from

the extraordinary diversity of its people. The
earliest settlers came to this great land seek-
ing opportunity, bringing with them an abun-
dant wealth of traditions from countries the
world over. Thus the vibrant Hispanic cul-
ture has long been entwined with our Na-
tion’s heritage, and people of Latin American
and Spanish ancestry have infused our na-
tional life with energy and vision. In the arts,
the sciences, the business world, academia,
and government, Hispanic Americans have
added immeasurably to our progress.

Later this month, I will proudly bestow on
the late Willie Velasquez our Nation’s highest
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civilian honor, the Presidential Medal of
Freedom. His landmark work to register His-
panic voters helped to bring these Americans
into the mainstream of American public life,
and the Southwest Voter Registration Edu-
cation Project that he founded continues to
thrive today.

Last year, I was pleased to sign an Execu-
tive order creating the President’s Advisory
Commission and White House Initiative on
Educational Excellence for Hispanic Ameri-
cans. Recognizing the vital importance of
providing every one of our children with fun-
damental knowledge and skills, the Commis-
sion was charged with creating an agenda to
increase educational opportunities for His-
panic Americans.

Today, as we stand on the threshold of a
new century, we look to the outstanding con-
tributions of Hispanic Americans for inspira-
tion and leadership. Let us join in support
of Hispanic children and families as they
strive to fulfill the American Dream.

To pay tribute to the achievements of His-
panic citizens and to honor the importance
of Latin American and Spanish traditions in
our national culture, the Congress, by Public
Law 100–402, has authorized and requested
the President to issue annually a proclama-
tion designating September 15 through Octo-
ber 15 as ‘‘National Hispanic Heritage
Month.’’

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim September 15 through
October 15, 1995, as National Hispanic Her-
itage Month. I call upon government offi-
cials, educators, and all the people of the
United States to honor this observance with
appropriate programs, ceremonies, and ac-
tivities, and encourage all Americans to re-
dedicate themselves to the pursuit of equal-
ity.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fourteenth day of September,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and ninety-five, and of the Independence of
the United States of America the two hun-
dred and twentieth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:59 a.m., September 15, 1995]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on September 18.

Executive Order 12970—Further
Amendment to Executive Order No.
12864
September 14, 1995

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the Unit-
ed States of America, and in order to extend
the United States Advisory Council on the
National Information Infrastructure, it is
hereby ordered that section 4(b) of Executive
Order No. 12864, as amended, is further
amended by deleting ‘‘for a period of two
years from the date of this order, unless the
Council’s charter is subsequently extended
prior to the aforementioned date’’ and insert-
ing in lieu thereof ‘‘until June 1, 1996, unless
otherwise extended.’’

William J. Clinton

The White House,
September 14, 1995.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
2:03 p.m., September 15, 1995]

NOTE: This Executive order was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on September 15,
and it was published in the Federal Register on
September 18.

Remarks on the Agreement To End
Air Strikes in Bosnia and an
Exchange With Reporters
September 15, 1995

The President. Good morning. I welcome
the agreement by the Bosnian Serbs to com-
ply with a condition set by NATO and the
United Nations for ending the NATO air
strikes.

American pilots and crews and their
NATO colleagues have been carrying out
those strikes to prevent further slaughter of
innocent civilians in the Sarajevo area and
in the other safe areas of Bosnia. Now, the
Bosnian Serbs have stated that they will end
all offensive operations within the Sarajevo
exclusion zone, withdraw their heavy weap-
ons from the zone within 6 days, and allow
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