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We’ve got another broadside today in
Washington over this fight we’re in to try to
discourage teenage smoking. And all the ex-
perts said this is politically nuts because,
while most people agree with you, those that
don’t will take you out, and those that do
will find some other reason to oppose you.
But you know what? We studied this prob-
lem for 14 months, and there were two ines-
capable conclusions: All previous voluntary
agreements had failed. The tobacco compa-
nies knew that the product was addictive, was
dangerous, and they were directing their ef-
forts at children. And the second, and most
important thing, was 3,000 kids a day start
smoking and a thousand of them are going
to die sooner because of it.

And if it saves a thousand kids a day, in
the end who cares what the consequences
are? In the 21st century that could make a
huge difference to the children of America
and to the kind of country we have and the
kind of people we have and what we’re at-
tuned to.

Now, these are the things I want you to
think about. And these are the things I want
you to talk about. This election is about more
than Bill Clinton and Al Gore. It’s about
more than the Democrats and the Repub-
licans. This is an election about what kind
of people we are and what we’re going to
do.

But I want you to be fundamentally opti-
mistic. You just remember, this is a very great
country. We are the oldest democracy in the
world because most of the time when the
chips are down, we do the right thing. Nearly
50 years ago, when I was born in Arkansas,
the per capita income of my State was barely
half the national average. I was raised by my
grandparents until I was four. My grand-
father had a 6th-grade education. Because
of America, I became President, not because
of my goodness or my ability or because I
worked hard. There are people like me all
over this world because this country stood
for something and had the right values and
gave people like me a chance.

And I am telling you, if we do the right
thing now, the best days of this country are
ahead of us, the best is yet to come. But it
depends upon you and people like you.

So thank you for your contribution. But
now go do your duty as citizens. The whole
future of this country is riding on it.

God bless you. Thank you.

Note: The President spoke at 9:02 p.m. at the
Marriott Center. In his remarks, he referred to
Sunny Brownstein, member of the executive com-
mittee, Colorado Presidential Gala; Mayor Wel-
lington Webb and his wife, Wilma; Governor Roy
Romer and his wife, Bea; and Terry McAuliffe,
national finance chair, and Laura Hardigan, na-
tional finance director, Clinton/Gore ’96.

Memorandum on Assistance to
Rwanda and Burundi
September 20, 1995

Presidential Determination No. 95–44

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Determination Pursuant to Section
2(c)(1) of the Migration and Refugee
Assistance Act of 1962, as Amended

Pursuant to section 2(c)(1) of the Migra-
tion and Refugee Assistance Act of 1962, as
amended, 22 U.S.C. 2601(c)(1), I hereby de-
termine that it is important to the national
interest that up to $20,000,000 be made
available from the U.S. Emergency Refugee
and Migration Assistance Fund to meet the
urgent and unexpected needs of refugees and
victims of conflict from Rwanda and Bu-
rundi. These funds may be used as necessary
to provide U.S. contributions in response to
the appeals of international and nongovern-
mental organizations for funds to meet the
urgent and unforeseen humanitarian needs
of victims of conflict from Rwanda and Bu-
rundi.

You are authorized and directed to inform
the appropriate committees of the Congress
of this determination and obligation of funds
under this authority and to publish this
memorandum in the Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 21.
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Remarks in the Exploratorium in San
Francisco, California

September 21, 1995

Thank you very much. First of all, I’d like
to thank Mr. Delacôte and all the people who
hosted us here. To Mayor Jordan and your
outstanding California Commissioner of
Education, Delaine Eastin, and to all of the
others who are gathered here today—thank
you very much for being here with us. I want
to say to all the students here that the Vice
President and I are delighted to see you.
Normally, we would not want to be respon-
sible for taking you out of class, but today
we think maybe we have a good reason, and
we hope we have a chance to shake hands
with a lot of you as soon as this brief cere-
mony is over. I want to say to all of the execu-
tives of the information companies that we
just met with how very grateful I am to you,
and I’ll say a few words about them in a mo-
ment.

I came here to San Francisco today to
issue a challenge to America to see to it that
every classroom in our country—every class-
room in our country is connected to the In-
formation Superhighway. To demonstrate
that this is possible, we are all here today
to announce a giant step toward that future.

By the end of this school year, every school
in California, 12,000 of them, will have access
to the Internet and its vast world of knowl-
edge. By the end of this school year, fully
20 percent of California’s classrooms, 2,500
kindergartens, elementary, middle, and high
schools, from one end of this State to the
other, will be connected for computers. If
that can be done in California, we can do
it in the rest of America.

But the key is to have the kind of partner-
ship that we are celebrating here. The job
of connecting California schools will be un-
dertaken by a wide alliance of private sector
companies, among them, Sun Microsystems,
Apple, Xerox Park, Oracle, 3Com, Silicon
Graphics, Applied Materials, TCI, Cisco Sys-
tems, and others. Our administration has
brought these companies together, we have
set goals, but they are doing the rest. Just
as the connecting of our classrooms is a
model for the 21st century, so is the way we

are doing it here today, with Government as
a catalyst, not a blank check.

So today, I challenge business and industry
and local government throughout our coun-
try to make a commitment of time and re-
sources so that by the year 2000, every class-
room in America will be connected.

Tens of millions of parents all across our
Nation have watched their children play
every kind of video game from Mortal
Kombat and Primal Rage to Killer Instinct
and Super Streetfighter. But the really im-
portant new computer game in America is
learning. And we are going to put it at the
disposal of every child in this country by the
end of the century.

Last month, I announced a broad initiative
to stop our children from being addicted to
tobacco, because it was bad for them. Today
I hope to encourage a good habit, a lifelong
commitment to learning. I want to get the
children of America hooked on education
through computers.

Our country was built on a simple value
that we have an obligation to pass better lives
and better opportunities on to the next gen-
eration. And we see them all here. Education
is the way we make this promise real. Today,
at the dawn of a new century, in the midst
of an information and communications revo-
lution, education depends upon computers.
If we make an opportunity for every student
a fact in the world of modems and
megabytes, we can go a long way toward
making the American dream a reality for
every student, not virtual reality, reality for
every student.

The facts speak for themselves. Children
with access to computers learn faster and
learn better. Scores on standardized tests for
children taught with computers, according to
‘‘Apple Classrooms of Tomorrow,’’ a 10-year
report that is coming out in a few days,
caused scores to go up by 10 to 15 percent.
Children mastered basic skills in 30 percent
less time than would normally have been the
case. Also, they stayed in school. Absentee-
ism dropped from over 8 percent to under
5 percent.

I cannot emphasize how important this is
at a time when we want people to stay in
school and get as much education as they
possibly can. Technology enriches education;
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