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assistance, and nutrition education that are
critical to the School Meals Initiative’s suc-
cessful implementation. This fall marks the
introduction of the Team Nutrition Schools
Program, which brings together teachers and
principals, children and families, community
leaders, and school food services profes-
sionals to work for healthier school meals and
to make available better nutrition informa-
tion.

The National School Lunch program cur-
rently operates in more than 95 percent of
our Nation’s public schools and serves some
25 million students daily. The only nutritious
meal of the day for many children, a school
lunch can help to lengthen attention span,
increase learning capacity, and dramatically
improve overall health. Thanks to dedicated
educators, parents, Federal, State, and local
officials, and particularly food service profes-
sionals, more than 92,000 schools and resi-
dential child care institutions across the
country provide wholesome meals to our Na-
tion’s children, enabling them to look for-
ward to a healthier future.

In recognition of the contributions of the
National School Lunch program to the nutri-
tional well-being of our young people, the
Congress, by joint resolution of October 9,
1962 (Public Law 87–780), has designated
the week beginning the second Sunday in
October of each year as ‘‘National School
Lunch Week’’ and has requested the Presi-
dent to issue a proclamation in observance
of that week.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim October 8 through Octo-
ber 14, 1995, as National School Lunch
Week. I call upon all Americans to recognize
those individuals whose efforts contribute to
the success of our national meals programs,
and I encourage people everywhere to reaf-
firm their commitment to safeguarding chil-
dren’s health.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this sixth day of October, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-five, and of the Independence of the Unit-
ed States of America the two hundred and
twentieth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
2:56 p.m., October 10, 1995]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on October 7, and it
was published in the Federal Register on October
12.

Memorandum on Absence of Federal
Employees in the Aftermath of
Hurricane Opal
October 6, 1995

Memorandum for the Heads of Executive
Departments and Agencies

Subject: Excused Absence for Employees
Affected by Hurricane Opal and Its
Aftermath

I am deeply concerned about the devastat-
ing losses caused by Hurricane Opal and the
impact on the well-being and livelihood of
our fellow Americans who have been affected
by this disaster. Elements of the Federal
Government have been mobilized to respond
to this disaster.

As part of this effort, I request the heads
of executive departments and agencies who
have Federal civilian employees in the areas
designated as disaster areas because of the
effects of Hurricane Opal and its aftermath
to use their discretion to excuse from duty,
without charge to leave or loss of pay, any
such employee who is faced with a personal
emergency because of this storm and who
can be spared from his or her usual respon-
sibilities. This policy should also be applied
to any employee who is needed for emer-
gency law enforcement, relief, or clean-up
efforts authorized by Federal, State, or local
officials having jurisdiction.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on October 7.

The President’s Radio Address
October 7, 1995

Good morning. As you know, we’re work-
ing in Washington to try to balance the budg-
et. But we’re working on two very different
approaches. I want to balance the budget be-
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