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have it. But I need you in the streets standing
up for America’s future.

God bless you, and thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:35 p.m. in the
Imperial Ballroom at the Sheraton New York
Hotel and Towers. In his remarks, he referred
to Tom Donahue, president, AFL–CIO, and
Owen Bieber, former president, United Auto
Workers.

Proclamation 6843—National
Consumers Week, 1995
October 23, 1995

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Business and trade have always been

central to the American experience. In the
period since the Industrial Revolution, the
extraordinary growth of our economy has
created a marketplace that is the foundation
of global commerce. Unparalleled natural
and human resources have energized every
part of our society—from the agricultural
heartland that feeds an international commu-
nity; to the textile and steel mills that began
the machine age in America; to the scientific,
computer, and information companies that
are leading the way into the fast-paced world
of the 21st century.

Consumer protections such as fair pricing
and product safety rules are more necessary
than ever to ensure that all of us are able
to fully and fairly participate in a free enter-
prise system that encourages competition,
productivity, and innovation. These protec-
tions have evolved alongside the remarkable
expansion of the world economy. In 1962,
President John F. Kennedy clarified the im-
portance of consumer protection in a Special
Message to Congress that has become known
as the Consumer Bill of Rights. This state-
ment articulated each person’s rights to safe-
ty, information, and choice, and the right to
be heard in the process of resolving
consumer problems. In 1975 President Ger-
ald R. Ford added the right to consumer edu-
cation.

As the driving force behind the richest,
most prosperous country in the world, the

United States’ free market is a model for oth-
ers to emulate. We must ensure that our sys-
tem continues to emphasize the centrality of
the consumer even as it becomes increasingly
technology-oriented. Accordingly, last year, I
was proud to add the latest element to the
Consumer Bill of Rights—the right to serv-
ice—which urges that convenience, courtesy,
performance, and responsiveness remain
hallmarks of the American marketplace. So
that Federal workers and agencies can take
the lead in providing high-quality service, my
Administration has also initiated the National
Performance Review to improve efficiency
and promote excellence in every sector of our
Government.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim October 22
through October 28 as National Consumers
Week. I call upon Government officials, in-
dustry leaders, and the people of the United
States to recognize the vital relationship be-
tween our economy and our citizenry and to
support the right of all Americans to service
excellence.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-third day of October,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and ninety-five, and of the Independence of
the United States of America the two hun-
dred and twentieth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
2:36 p.m., October 24, 1995]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 26.

Proclamation 6844—United Nations
Day, 1995
October 23, 1995

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Fifty years ago, at the end of the most de-

structive war the world has ever known, dele-
gates from fifty-one countries met in San
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Francisco to establish the United Nations.
Inspired by a common determination ‘‘to
save succeeding generations from the
scourge of war,’’ the delegates recognized
that their vision of a better world could not
simply be defined by the absence of conflict,
nor could peace be maintained without broad
international cooperation. Thus they resolved
to ‘‘unite our strength to maintain inter-
national peace and security,’’ to ‘‘promote so-
cial progress and better standards of life,’’
and to reaffirm universal human rights.

This year, the U.N., which now numbers
185 member countries, has continued its tra-
dition of promoting peace and security
around the globe. Its agencies are important
instruments in the campaign to stop the pro-
liferation of nuclear arms and other weapons
of mass destruction. It works to provide secu-
rity for the conduct of free elections. And
United Nations troops strive to keep the
peace in places of great importance to the
United States—on the Kuwait border, in the
Mediterranean and in Europe.

We can also be proud of the U.N. agencies
and programs that work to support sustain-
able development, protect the environment,
battle the spread of disease, and promote
human rights. In fighting the deadly outbreak
of the Ebola virus, immunizing millions of
children, and securing relief for hundreds of
thousands of refugees, agencies like the
World Health Organization, UNICEF, and
the United Nations High Commissions for
Human Rights and Refugees make important
contributions to the international commu-
nity.

The U.N. enters its second half-century of
service facing new opportunities and chal-
lenges. If the nations of the world are to fully
embrace these opportunities and overcome
these challenges, we must work more closely
together to fully realize the principles of the
original United Nations Charter and must
commit to improving the organization’s effi-
ciency and effectiveness. During this mo-
mentous anniversary celebration, let us reaf-
firm the ideals, principles, and goals con-
tained in the Charter and rededicate our-
selves to working for the good of all human-
kind.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,

by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim Tuesday, October
24, 1995, as United Nations Day. I encourage
all Americans to acquaint themselves with
the activities and accomplishments of the
U.N. and to observe this day with appropriate
ceremonies, programs, and activities further-
ing the goal of international cooperation.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-third day of October,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and ninety-five, and of the Independence of
the United States of America the two hun-
dred and twentieth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
2:37 p.m., October 24, 1995]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 26.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Iraq
October 23, 1995

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Consistent with the Authorization for Use

of Military Force Against Iraq Resolution
(Public Law 102–1), and as part of my effort
to keep the Congress fully informed, I am
reporting on the status of efforts to obtain
Iraq’s compliance with the resolutions adopt-
ed by the U.N. Security Council.

Events in Iraq unfolded dramatically in the
weeks following my August 3, 1995, letter
to you on Iraq in a way that makes absolutely
clear our firm policy has been the correct
one. In the first half of August, Iraqi leaders,
in both public statements and private re-
marks to U.N. officials, threatened retaliation
if the Security Council failed to lift sanctions
by August 31, 1995. The retaliation was not
specified, but the Iraqi remarks echoed those
made before previous Iraqi acts of bellig-
erence. Ambassador Albright and her col-
leagues from the United Kingdom and
France called upon the Iraqi U.N. Ambas-
sador, made clear that such threats were un-
acceptable, and urged that Iraq implement
all relevant Security Council resolutions.
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