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Week Ending Friday, November 24, 1995

The President’s Radio Address
November 18, 1995

Good morning. Last night I went the extra
mile to bring Republicans and Democrats to-
gether to open the Government up and get
down to the hard work of balancing the budg-
et. I sent my Chief of Staff, Leon Panetta,
to Capitol Hill to forge a common ground.
I had hoped the Republicans and Democrats
of good faith would be able to work together
to reopen Government and to continue our
larger debate over national budget priorities.

But this morning it looks like this chance
to reopen the Government may be slipping
away. I hope that’s not true, and I call on
reasonable Republicans to join with Demo-
crats in Congress to pass a bill to reopen the
Government and open the way to real, seri-
ous talks on how to balance the budget.

I know that for many people across our
country, all this conflict and drama looks just
like people in Washington are playing politics
again. What every American has to realize
is that this is way beyond politics. There are
very, very profound, fundamental issues in-
volved. What’s at stake is nothing less than
two different visions of our country and two
different futures for our people.

I believe we must balance the budget. I’m
determined to eliminate the Federal deficit,
to avoid passing a legacy of debt on to our
children. I am proud that in my first 3 years
in office our administration has cut the defi-
cit in half and that now we already have the
smallest deficit of any major economy in the
world. It’s time to finish the job and pass
a balanced budget plan.

So what’s at issue is not whether to balance
the budget, but how. And we and the Repub-
lican Congress are offering two very different
visions for our country and two different fu-
tures. You need to know the whole reason
the Government is shut down is that the Re-
publican Congress, following a plan an-
nounced last spring by Speaker Gingrich, has

shut the Government down unless I accept
the framework of their budget.

Well, last night the House of Representa-
tives passed their budget. This is what they
say we have to accept as the price of reopen-
ing the Government. First, on Medicare, just
a few weeks ago the Speaker of the House
said their goal was to let Medicare, and I
quote, ‘‘wither on the vine.’’ Now we know
that’s exactly what will happen. We know the
Medicare program that has worked for every-
one and guaranteed a dignified retirement
for senior citizens, that program’s days are
numbered, even though it’s efficient and ef-
fective. Under the Republican plan there will
be two Medicares in America: one for the
healthy, one for the sick; one for the rich,
and one for the poor, with everyone in the
middle getting squeezed with fewer choices,
higher costs, and less quality. Most sadly, the
oldest, the poorest, and the sickest senior citi-
zens will get hit too hard.

The Republican budget would also deny
360,000 deserving students the scholarships
they need to go to college and make the most
of their lives. And it would make college
loans harder to get for millions more Ameri-
cans at the very time when more people need
to go on to college and when the costs are
going up.

Unbelievably, this budget would deny
Head Start preschool programs to 180,000
young children at a time when we know that
on our mean streets, too many of our young
people are raising themselves. This budget
of theirs would make it much harder for our
Government to guarantee the safety of the
water we drink, the air we breathe, the food
we put on the table. Unbelievably, too, their
budget would actually raise taxes on 15 mil-
lion of our hardest pressed working families.
Oh, and by the way, it also cuts the school
lunch program. And it would even prevent
thousands of disabled children from being
able to live with their parents by cutting off
assistance for home care.
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In recent days I’ve heard from Americans
all across our country about the real impact
this will have on the lives of our people. One
of my friends called to tell me about a woman
he knows with a disabled child. This woman
rides an hour a day to work on subsidized
transportation. And she works for barely
above the minimum wage. She comes home
to care for her child. Under their budget she
loses three ways: Her transportation to work
is going to be more costly because we’re cut-
ting aid to transportation in cities under their
budget; her ability to help her disabled child
will be less because the disabled child will
lose Federal assistance; and unbelievably, at
her low income with her child at home, she
gets a tax increase under their plan so that
people in my income group can get a tax cut.
It doesn’t make sense.

Another friend of mine, the chairman of
the board of a technical college, wrote to say
how important it is that we help our young
people get scholarships to go on to college
today. My friend remembers that in the
1960’s he got help from Government to pay
for his college education. And because all of
us took a risk in lending him the money for
college, today he pays a lot more in taxes
every year than the total he borrowed. He
asked a very simple question: If we can’t in-
vest in our people, how can we ensure the
future of our country?

My fellow Americans, none of these ex-
treme cuts, not one of them, are necessary
to balance the budget. This extreme budget
reflects not economic necessity but a philoso-
phy that would strip the ability of our Na-
tional Government to be an instrument of
meeting our national goals. It would make
us a more divided, winner-take-all society, a
community with fewer connections and less
common purpose. Its economic assumptions
operate on the premise that our country will
not grow very much if their plan is passed,
that our best days are behind us.

I have proposed a balanced budget rooted
in our fundamental values, providing oppor-
tunity but expecting responsibility from peo-
ple, honoring our obligations to our parents
and our children, helping our families to be
stronger and to stay together, and making
sure our country is the strongest force for

peace and freedom, democracy, and prosper-
ity in the world.

My budget cuts hundreds of wasteful pro-
grams. We have already reduced the size of
the Federal Government by 200,000. It’s the
smallest it’s been in 30 years and, as a per-
centage of the civilian work force, the small-
est it’s been since 1933. But my budget also
invests in our people and our future. It se-
cures Medicare and Medicaid into the fu-
ture. It invests in education. It ensures the
protection of the environment. It gives work-
ing families a tax cut targeted at education
and childrearing. Now, that’s the right way
to balance the budget.

I’ll say again, I want to balance the budget.
But any budget that cuts funding for disabled
children and school lunches, for Head Start
for our youngest children, for college scholar-
ships and loans, that doubles Medicare pre-
miums and undermines the entire Medicaid
program that provides for nursing home care
and home health care for the elderly, the dis-
abled, and health care for poor children—
this budget’s dead on arrival when it comes
to the White House. And if the price of any
deal are cuts like these, my message is, no
deal.

The effort to make the American people
swallow a budget that will hurt our country
is over. Let’s get back to work, together, to
balance the budget without unbalancing our
values.

To the Republicans in Congress, I say, lis-
ten to the American people. Let’s all say yes
to a balanced budget and no to extremism
in cuts in health care, education, and the en-
vironment. If we do that, America will be
strong and true to its values and its vision
as we enter the 21st century. Now let’s get
the job done.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. from
the Oval Office at the White House.

Statement on Action To Reopen the
Federal Government
November 19, 1995

Today I took concrete steps to put the
Government back to work for the American
people.
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I have signed the Treasury-Postal and Leg-
islative Branch appropriations bills. In addi-
tion, the Department of Defense is recalling
to work the people who staff Armed Forces
Recruiting Centers. And the Department of
Housing and Urban Development is recalling
employees who process public housing funds.

Last Friday, I took steps that resulted in
furloughed employees being recalled to work
to process Social Security and Medicare
claims and accept applications for veterans
benefits. Earlier in the week, I signed the
funding bill for the Department of Transpor-
tation. All told, these actions bring back to
work over 200,000 of the 800,000 Federal
employees who were furloughed last week.

These bipartisan bills mark real progress
in our efforts to fully reopen the Government
so it can serve the American people. I am
determined that we should fully reopen the
Government. Then we can openly and fairly
decide the best way to balance the Federal
budget while protecting Medicare, Medicaid,
education, and the environment.

Statement on the National Crime
Rates
November 19, 1995

The continued decline in our national
crime rate shows that the efforts by citizens
and their police are making a difference. My
1994 crime bill’s putting 100,000 cops on the
street, taking assault weapons off the street,
and cracking down on violent drug crimes.
Today, all Americans must double their ef-
forts to eliminate the scourge of juvenile vio-
lence from our communities. This will only
be accomplished by more parents teaching
their children right from wrong.

Remarks Announcing an Agreement
To Reopen the Federal Government
and an Exchange With Reporters
November 19, 1995

The President. Good evening. As you
know, an agreement has been reached to re-
open our Government beginning tomorrow.
The bill I have agreed to sign will allow our
Government to once again begin to serve the
American people while broader discussions

about how best to balance the budget take
place.

I have made clear from the beginning my
principles in this budget debate. We must
balance the budget, but we must do it in a
way that is good for our economy and that
maintains our values. That means we have
to do it without devastating cuts in Medicare
and Medicaid, in education and the environ-
ment. And we have to do it without raising
taxes on working families.

This agreement reflects my principles.
And for the first time, the Republican leaders
in Congress have acknowledged the impor-
tance of those principles. As I have said
throughout this debate, I could only agree
to move forward if that occurred.

Tonight represents the first sign of their
willingness to move forward without forcing
unacceptable cuts in health care, education,
and the environment on the American peo-
ple. The Republican budget which was
passed just yesterday clearly does not come
close to meeting that test; as I have said re-
peatedly, therefore I will veto that budget.

As you know, I have expressed strong
doubts that the budget can be balanced in
7 years if we use the current Republican con-
gressional budget assumptions. But I am nev-
ertheless committed to working in the com-
ing weeks to see if we can reach common
ground on balancing the budget. The key is
that nothing will be agreed to unless all ele-
ments are agreed to. I simply cannot sign
a budget that devastates Medicare to the el-
derly or Medicaid to senior citizens and dis-
abled people and poor children, that robs
educational opportunity or educational
standards from our children in the future,
or that hurts our environment. And I can’t
support a tax increase on working families.

Well, tomorrow the Government will go
back to work. And now the debate will begin
in earnest on how to balance the budget in
a way that is consistent with the interests and
the values of the American people.

I appreciate the work that was done by
both Democrats and Republicans tonight. I
applaud the leadership. I applaud the leaders
of the budget committee. I applaud all of
them for the work that they did. This is the
way our Government ought to work. We
ought to be able to find common ground,
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and we ought to be able to do it and permit
the day-to-day work of the United States and
the American people to go forward.

So from my point of view, this is a very
good thing, and a good and somewhat unex-
pected development on this Sunday evening.

Budget Compromise

Q. Are there any winners or losers in this,
Mr. President——

The President. Yes.
Q. ——in the sense that you—you may

be interpreted as a loser to the extent on
the binding 7 years?

The President. But nothing is binding un-
less everything is binding. And if you read
the whole agreement, both paragraphs and
the way it’s written, essentially we agree to
do something that I said we ought to agree
to a long time ago. We ought to both say,
we’ll try to balance the budget; there’s no
magic to the timetable, but if we can do it,
you know, as quickly—we ought to do it as
quickly as we can, consistent with economic
growth and the values of the American peo-
ple that hold us together.

So I would say that the real winners to-
night are the American people. The Amer-
ican people have won in two ways: Number
one, the Government will go back to work
tomorrow, and the good Federal employees
are real winners, too. And the real winners
tonight are the American people because
now we can have an open, honest, straight-
forward discussion about how best to balance
the budget. So the victors tonight are the
people that sent us all up here and that pay
our salaries.

Q. Mr. President, how optimistic are you
you can reach a compromise by December
15th?

The President. I don’t know. All I know
is that I can go to work. But you know what
my—you know what my standards are, and
you know what I’ll do if we meet them and
what I’ll do if we won’t. So we’ll just go to
work tomorrow and see if we can do it.

NOTE: This President spoke at 7:33 p.m. in the
Briefing Room at the White House.

Executive Order 12980—Further
Amendment to Executive Order
12852, as Amended
November 17, 1995

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, and in order to
add four more members to the President’s
Council on Sustainable Development, it is
hereby ordered that Executive Order No.
12852, as amended, is further amended by
deleting the number ‘‘25’’ in section 1 of the
order and inserting the number ‘‘29’’ in lieu
thereof.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
November 17, 1995.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:48 a.m., November 20, 1995]

NOTE: This Executive order was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on November 20,
and it was published in the Federal Register on
November 21.

Statement on Signing the Treasury,
Postal Service, and General
Government Appropriations Act,
1996
November 20, 1995

Last night I signed into law H.R. 2020,
the ‘‘Treasury, Postal Service, and General
Government Appropriations Act, 1996.’’

The Act provides a total of $11.3 billion
in discretionary budget authority for various
programs in the Department of the Treasury,
the U.S. Postal Service, the General Services
Administration, the Office of Personnel Man-
agement, the Executive Office of the Presi-
dent, and several smaller agencies. With this
legislation enacted into law, over 140,000 fur-
loughed employees were able to go back to
work.

I am pleased that a provision contained
in an earlier version of the bill, which would
have limited the political advocacy rights of
non-profit organizations that receive Federal
funding, was removed from the bill. This un-
acceptable provision would have presented
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a broad attack on the exercise of fundamental
rights protected by the First Amendment.

Regrettably, the Congress has not funded
the Internal Revenue Service at a sufficient
level to ensure the kind of service that the
taxpayers deserve. I am disappointed that the
Congress eliminated the FY 1995 funding of
$405 million for the compliance initiative as
it creates serious risks to the levels of tax
compliance. At the very least, this action is
expected to result in the loss of additional
revenue over the next five years. Major com-
pliance cuts send the wrong signal and re-
ward tax cheats. The Internal Revenue Serv-
ice’s FY 1996 funding level is not consistent
with the efforts of the Administration and the
Congress to balance the Federal budget.

Again, I urge the Congress to meet its re-
sponsibilities by sending me the remaining
regular FY 1996 appropriations bills in ac-
ceptable form.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
November 20, 1995.

NOTE: H.R. 2020, approved November 19, was
assigned Public Law No. 104–52.

Statement on Signing the Legislative
Branch Appropriations Act, 1996
November 20, 1995

Last night I signed into law H.R. 2492,
the ‘‘Legislative Branch Appropriations Act,
1996.’’

The Act provides fiscal year 1996 appro-
priations for the Congress, the Congressional
Budget Office, the Architect of the Capitol,
the General Accounting Office, the Govern-
ment Printing Office, and the Library of
Congress.

On October 3, 1995, I vetoed the first Leg-
islative Branch Appropriations bill, indicating
at the time that the bill was acceptable but
that the Congress should not take care of its
own business before it takes care of the peo-
ple’s business. At the time the Legislative
Branch bill was sent to the White House,
the Congress had passed only one other of
the 13 appropriations bills. The Congress has
now completed action on six bills that I have
been able to sign.

While much work remains to be done and
the Congress remains behind schedule, I
signed this bill recognizing that the Congress
has indeed made some progress since Octo-
ber 3.

I urge the Congress to meet its responsibil-
ities by sending me the remaining FY 1996
appropriations bills in an acceptable form.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
November 20, 1995.

NOTE: H.R. 2492, approved November 19, was
assigned Public Law No. 104–53.

Remarks Announcing the Bosnia-
Herzegovina Peace Agreement and
an Exchange With Reporters
November 21, 1995

Good morning. About an hour ago I spoke
with Secretary Christopher in Dayton, Ohio.
He informed me that the Presidents of Bos-
nia, Croatia, and Serbia have reached a peace
agreement to end the war in Bosnia, to end
the worst conflict in Europe since World War
II.

After nearly 4 years of 250,000 people
killed, 2 million refugees, atrocities that have
appalled people all over the world, the peo-
ple of Bosnia finally have a chance to turn
from the horror of war to the promise of
peace.

The Presidents of Bosnia, Croatia, and
Serbia have made a historic and heroic
choice. They have heeded the will of their
people. Whatever their ethnic group, the
overwhelming majority of Bosnia citizens and
the citizens of Croatia and Serbia want the
same thing. They want to stop the slaughter;
they want to put an end to the violence and
war; they want to give their children and
their grandchildren a chance to lead a normal
life. Today, thank God, the voices of those
people have been heard.

I want to congratulate America’s negotiat-
ing team, led by Secretary Christopher and
Ambassador Holbrooke, for their extraor-
dinary service. Their determination, along
with that of our European and Russian part-
ners, along with NATO’s resolve, brought the
parties to the negotiating table. Then their
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single-minded pursuit of peace in Dayton
made today’s agreement a possibility and
eventually a reality.

The people of Bosnia, the American peo-
ple, indeed people throughout the world,
should be very thankful for this event today.
The peace plan agreed to would preserve
Bosnia as a single state, within its present
borders and with international recognition.
The state will be made up of two parts, the
Bosnian Croat Federation and the Bosnian
Serb Republic, with a fair distribution of land
between the two. The capital city of Sarajevo
will remain united.

There will be an effective central govern-
ment, including a national parliament, a pres-
idency, and a constitutional court, with re-
sponsibility for foreign policy, foreign trade,
monetary policy, citizenship, immigration,
and other important functions. The presi-
dency and the parliament will be chosen
through free democratic elections, held
under international supervision. Refugees
will be allowed to return to their homes. Peo-
ple will be able to move freely throughout
Bosnia. And the human rights of every Bos-
nian citizen will be monitored by an inde-
pendent commission and an internationally
trained civilian police. Those individuals
charged with war crimes will be excluded
from political life.

Now that the parties to the war have made
a serious commitment to peace, we must
help them to make it work. All the parties
have asked for a strong international force
to supervise the separation of forces and to
give them confidence that each side will live
up to their agreements. Only NATO can do
that job. And the United States as NATO’s
leader must play an essential role in this mis-
sion. Without us, the hard-won peace would
be lost, the war would resume, the slaughter
of innocents would begin again, and the con-
flict that already has claimed so many people
could spread like poison throughout the en-
tire region.

We are at a decisive moment. The parties
have chosen peace. America must choose
peace as well. Now that a detailed settlement
has been reached, NATO will rapidly com-
plete its planning for the implementation
force known as IFOR. The plan soon will
be submitted to me for review and for ap-

proval. As of now, we expect that about one-
third of IFOR’s force will be American. The
rest will come from our NATO partners and
from other nations throughout the world.

At the same time, once the agreement is
signed, the international community will ini-
tiate a parallel program to provide humani-
tarian relief, to begin the job of rebuilding,
to help the thousands of refugees return to
their homes, to monitor free elections, in
short, to help the Bosnian people create the
conditions of lasting peace.

The NATO military mission will be clear
and limited. Our troops will take their orders
only from the American general who com-
mands NATO. They will have authority to
meet any threat to their safety or any viola-
tion of the peace agreement with immediate
and decisive force. And there will be a rea-
sonable timetable for their withdrawal.

I am satisfied that the NATO implementa-
tion plan is clear, limited, and achievable and
that the risks to our troops are minimized.
I will promptly consult with Congress when
I receive this plan, and if I am fully satisfied
with it when I see it in its final form, I will
ask Congress to support American participa-
tion.

The central fact for us as Americans is this:
Our leadership made this peace agreement
possible and helped to bring an end to the
senseless slaughter of so many innocent peo-
ple that our fellow citizens had to watch night
after night after night for 4 long years on
their television screens. Now American lead-
ership, together with our allies, is needed to
make this peace real and enduring. Our val-
ues, our interests, and our leadership all over
the world are at stake.

I ask all Americans in this Thanksgiving
week to take some time to say a simple prayer
of thanksgiving that this peace has been
reached, that our Nation was able to play an
important role in stopping the suffering and
the slaughter.

May God bless the peace and the United
States.

Q. Mr. President, Congress seems deeply
skeptical of sending American troops to Bos-
nia right now. How are you going to turn
that around, and how soon would American
forces have to go into Bosnia?
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The President. Well, first of all, I believe
it’s important for the Congress to have a
chance to review this peace agreement and
to receive the assurances from the leaders
of Bosnia, Croatia, and Serbia that they in-
tend to do everything in their power to make
sure the agreement is implemented in good
faith and with peaceful intent and absolutely
minimal violence. I think that will be an im-
perative part of this endeavor.

I will work with the leaders of Congress
to establish a schedule for implementing
that. I have placed calls to the Speaker, the
majority leader of the Senate, and the minor-
ity leaders of the Senate and the House
shortly before I came out here. I was only
able to reach the Speaker. The others were
in transit, but I will speak to them all today.
And I will work with them to establish a
schedule for consultation with Congress that
will begin as soon as I approve the final
NATO plan.

I have had extensive briefings on this plan.
And as I said, I am satisfied that based on
what we knew at the time I was briefed, we
had a clear, limited, achievable mission that
minimized the risks to not only the uni-
formed forces of the United States but others
who would participate as well. When I see
the final plan, if I remain of that opinion,
I will immediately consult with Congress and
we will have an agreed-upon schedule for
consultations, which I think will begin imme-
diately in terms of the detail of the peace
agreement itself. And that is the responsibil-
ity that I have to bear, and I intend to assume
it.

Now, we have assured Congress that there
will be no complete deployment until they
have a chance to be heard on this issue. The
only things that will be done in the prelimi-
nary period, assuming that things go forward
as we anticipate today and you hear what I
think you will hear shortly from the three
Presidents, is that there will be some prelimi-
nary planning done in the Bosnia area, which
is absolutely essential and which we have al-
ready fully disclosed to the Congress. But be-
yond that, the Congress will have a period
of weeks before the final formal signing cere-
mony, which would trigger the involvement
of NATO’s forces. So that’s what I expect
will happen.

Let me say that I know you will have other
questions about the details of this peace
agreement, how it was reached, the number
of eleventh hours that came and passed. And
even last night at midnight, when I had my
last conversation with Secretary Christopher,
we were not sure whether there would be
peace this morning. When I got up and we
began to work on this, we were not sure there
would be peace. As often happens in a proc-
ess like this, as I think happened in the Mid-
dle East, something stirred among the lead-
ers themselves and they decided that they
should not let this moment pass for the bene-
fit of their people.

So I believe we’ll be able to answer all
the other questions in the days ahead, and
the people in Dayton will be able to answer
more of your questions when they have their
press conference. The main thing is, I ask
all Americans to remember what we have
seen and heard and read about for the last
4 years and remember what the implications
were not only for our consciences but for the
prospect that that conflict could spread.

The fact that these leaders have voted to
bring an end to this and to give the people
of Bosnia a peaceful Christmas and a peace-
ful future is something for which we should
be very, very thankful.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:40 a.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to President Alija Izetbegovic of Bos-
nia-Herzegovina, President Franjo Tudjman of
Croatia, and President Slobodan Milosevic of Ser-
bia.

Remarks at the Blair Homeless
Shelter
November 22, 1995

I’d like to just say one word, if I might.
I want to say that Hillary and I came here
to be with you at Thanksgiving and to cele-
brate Thanksgiving with our country because
we wanted to thank the people who run this
wonderful service here for their commit-
ment, for their service.

I also want to say a word of thanks to my
friend Henry Cisneros, the Secretary of
Housing and Urban Development, because
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he put together a homeless initiative for the
District of Columbia that helps this project
and many others, because after I became
President, I said I was just tired of seeing
people on the street. I want us to do some-
thing to give people some hope, to give peo-
ple a place to be.

And on this Thanksgiving Day, Mr. Mayor,
I say again, we are honored to be citizens
of the District of Columbia. We are honored
to have the chance to be with you and to
work with people in DC to try to deal with
the problems here. We know we have a lot
of challenges in dealing with homelessness,
not the least of which is that the fastest grow-
ing group of homeless people are women and
their children. And we’ve got to stay after
this.

I’d like to say one other thing, too, on this
Thanksgiving. Yesterday I made an an-
nouncement that an agreement for peace has
been made in Bosnia. A lot of people today
are asking questions about how it will all be
implemented. I’d just like to ask you to think
of one human fact. In that little country so
much smaller than ours, in that little bitty
country, there are one million homeless fami-
lies because of that war. So I hope on this
Thanksgiving we can help more of our own
people to find homes and we can help them
to go home.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:49 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Mayor Marion Barry of
the District of Columbia. A tape was not available
for verification of the content of these remarks.

Remarks at the Thanksgiving Turkey
Presentation Ceremony
November 22, 1995

The President. Ladies and gentlemen,
welcome to the Rose Garden, and Happy
Thanksgiving. I want to acknowledge, espe-
cially, Kenneth Rutledge, the chairman of
the National Turkey Federation, his wife,
Brenda, his son, John; Stuart Proctor—Ken-
neth is the chairman; Stuart Proctor is the
president of the Turkey Federation, his wife,
Sherry. I also want to recognize the presence
here of Congressman Cal Dooley. And I want
to on this cold day warmly welcome the

young people and the volunteers who are
here from the Boys Club, the Girls Club of
America, the Big Brothers and Big Sisters
program, and the members of the
AmeriCorps program from Baltimore. [Ap-
plause] Thank you.

I also want to say that’s the most multicol-
ored, best looking turkey we’ve had here
since I’ve been President.

You know, we’re here today to have a little
fun and to begin the official Thanksgiving in
our country that we give every year at this
time for the blessings that God has given us,
for the personal gifts he’s given us, the gifts
of our families and communities and to our
great country.

Thanksgiving is a uniquely American holi-
day, as all of you know. It goes back to our
foundings. But I think it’s important to note
that the first official proclamation of Thanks-
giving, issued by a United States President,
was issued by Abraham Lincoln during the
Civil War, when our people were over-
whelmingly preoccupied with their problems
and indeed with whether our country would
even continue to exist. Nevertheless, Mr.
Lincoln reminded us that we had things to
be thankful for.

On this Thanksgiving, here in America,
we’ve got a lot to be thankful for. The com-
bined rates of unemployment and inflation
in our country are at their lowest in 27 years.
Homeownership and new business formation
and the stock market now are at an all-time
high, all three of them. Maybe even more
important, the crime rate, the welfare rates,
the poverty rates, they’re all down this year,
and we’re grateful for that. I’m grateful that
the United States has been a force for peace,
from the Middle East to Northern Ireland
and to Haiti and now of course, we hope,
in Bosnia.

But we should never forget that there are
still people in our country that need our con-
cern and our caring. The young people who
are here today are interested in making the
most of their own lives and serving those in
their community. And that’s an important
part of Thanksgiving as well. We have obliga-
tions to our parents and to our children, to
people who are disabled or otherwise,
through no fault of their own, need a helping
hand.

VerDate 27-FEB-98 12:47 Mar 18, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00008 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\TEMP\P47NO4.024 INET03



2053Administration of William J. Clinton, 1995

And just before I came here, I was with
Secretary Cisneros and the First Lady at a
homeless shelter here in Washington, DC,
where we were feeding people. And I’m sad
to say I saw a fresh and personal example
of the fact that the fastest growing group of
homeless people in our country are young
women and their young children.

So on this Thanksgiving we should be
thankful for our blessings, and we should re-
double our resolve to do everything we can
to make America a place of honor and de-
cency and community, where we can all give
thanks.

I’d like to say one other thing, too. I’m
very proud of the United States negotiators
who did so much to help to bring about the
peace agreement in Bosnia yesterday. There
will be many questions in the days ahead
about all the things that have to be answered
before we can go forward with this project.
And I expect to be addressing the Nation
about it shortly.

But let me just remind you of one thing
on this Thanksgiving eve. Among other
things, in that tiny country, so much smaller
than the United States, there are one million
homeless people. So I say, on this Thanks-
giving, I hope God will bless the peace and
bring those folks home again as well.

Let me now turn to the moment at hand,
which I look forward to every day—every
year, I mean. This is a—[laughter]—I
wouldn’t mind having it every day, actually.
In 1947, President Truman began this great
tradition of accepting a Thanksgiving turkey
and then granting it a Presidential pardon.

[At this point, the turkey gobbled.]

The President. You can see one person
thoroughly agrees with my decision here.
[Laughter] This year, I guess we can say,
since the Government is back to work, I can
at least grant to one living thing in America,
a permanent furlough. [Laughter]

Approximately 45 million turkeys will be
consumed tomorrow all across our country
but not this one. As in previous years, it will
be donated to Kidwell Farms, a petting zoo
in Fairfax, Virginia. I am glad to be able to
give this turkey a pardon. And as I said, if
you look at his very patriotic red, white, and

blue face and feathers, it seems like the
American thing to do on Thanksgiving.

I believe this turkey was born in the State
of California and raised there. And we’re de-
lighted to have the turkey and the turkey’s
owner come all the way from California. And
to all the farmers who raise turkeys in North
Carolina, Minnesota, California, my home
State of Arkansas, and throughout the coun-
try, let me say we appreciate what you do
for our agricultural sector and for the nutri-
tion of the United States.

But I’m very glad that one of your products
is going to be exempt from the cruel fate
that will make so many of us happy tomor-
row. And by this action, I hereby pardon this
turkey. There are so many turkeys in Wash-
ington, I should pardon at least one a year,
I think. [Laughter]

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:04 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

November 20
In the evening, the President met with

Democratic Members of Congress on Cap-
itol Hill.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Kenneth L. Salazar to serve as a
member of the Western Water Policy Review
Advisory Commission.

November 21
In the morning, the President had tele-

phone conversations with President Lech
Walesa and President-elect Aleksander
Kwasniewski of Poland.

In the afternoon, the President had lunch
with the Vice President. He then had a tele-
phone conversation with President Alija
Izetbegovic of Bosnia-Herzegovina, Presi-
dent Franjo Tudjman of Croatia, and Presi-
dent Slobodan Milosevic of Serbia to con-
gratulate them on the Bosnia-Herzegovina
peace agreement.
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In the evening, the President attended a
reception at the Los Angeles Times Washing-
ton bureau.

November 22
The President announced his intention to

appoint John H. Davidson to serve as a mem-
ber of the Western Water Policy Review Ad-
visory Commission.

November 23
In the morning, the President and Hillary

and Chelsea Clinton went to Camp David,
MD, for the Thanksgiving holiday.

November 24
The White House announced that the

President will travel to Ramstein, Germany,
on December 2 to meet with U.S. forces pre-
paring for deployment to the Balkans.

The White House announced that the
President has invited Prime Minister Shimon
Peres of Israel for an official visit at the
White House on December 11.

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

NOTE: No nominations were submitted to the
Senate during the period covered by this issue.

Checklist
of White House Press Releases

The following list contains releases of the Office
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of
Other White House Announcements.

Released November 19

Statement by Press Secretary Mike McCurry
on the attack on the Egyptian Embassy in
Islamabad, Pakistan

Released November 20

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Mike McCurry

Released November 21

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Mike McCurry

Statement by Press Secretary Mike McCurry
on the President’s telephone conversations
with President Lech Walesa and President-
elect Aleksander Kwasniewski of Poland

Released November 22

White House announcement on the First
Family’s Thanksgiving holiday at Camp
David, MD

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Mike McCurry

Released November 24

Statement by Press Secretary Mike McCurry
on the President’s upcoming visit to
Ramstein, Germany, on December 2

Statement by Press Secretary Mike McCurry
announcing the upcoming official visit by
Prime Minister Shimon Peres of Israel on
December 11

Acts Approved
by the President

Approved November 19

H.R. 2020 / Public Law 104–52
Treasury, Postal Service, and General Gov-
ernment Appropriations Act, 1996

H.R. 2492 / Public Law 104–53
Legislative Branch Appropriations Act, 1996

H.J. Res. 123 / Public Law 104–54
Making further continuing appropriations for
the fiscal year 1996, and for other purposes

Approved November 20

H.R. 436 / Public Law 104–55
Edible Oil Regulatory Reform Act

H.J. Res. 122 / Public Law 104–56
Making further continuing appropriations for
the fiscal year 1996, and for other purposes
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Approved November 22

H.R. 2394 / Public Law 104–57
Veterans’ Compensation Cost-of-Living Ad-
justment Act of 1995
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