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Bosnia get back on its feet, going in the direc-
tion that we ought to be going.

So we’ve got a lot to talk about, and I’m
looking forward to it.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:55 p.m. in the
Old Command Post. In his remarks, he referred
to Ambassador at Large Robert Gallucci. A tape
was not available for verification of the content
of this exchange.

Remarks on Arrival in Zagreb,
Croatia
January 13, 1996

Thank you very much, President Tudjman,
for making me feel so welcome. And thank
you for coming out in such large and enthu-
siastic numbers. It’s wonderful to be here in
Zagreb and in Croatia. And I thank you for
making me feel so welcome.

I have just come from Bosnia, from visiting
our troops there who are working with the
others to support the peace process. And I
come here to thank President Tudjman and
the people of Croatia for supporting the
peace process in Bosnia. I come to support
not only the peace process but the federation
in Bosnia between the Muslims and the
Croats, the peaceful agreement for the re-
turn of Croatian lands in Eastern Slavonia,
and the ultimate partnership of Croatia with
not only the United States but with other
Western nations who believe in freedom and
human rights and democracy and peace and
progress, working together.

My friends, on behalf of the United States,
I have been honored to work for peace from
the Middle East to Northern Ireland to
Bosnia. And I believe that in these conflicts
I have seen, that the fight has not been be-
tween Arab and Jew in the Middle East, not
between Catholic and Protestant in Northern
Ireland, not between Serb and Croat and
Muslim in Bosnia. It is a conflict between
those who choose peace and those who
would stay with war, those who look to a bet-
ter future and those who are trapped in the
past, those who open their arms to their
neighbors and those who would keep their
fist clenched.

So I ask you in closing to choose peace,
choose the future, open your arms. The Unit-

ed States extends its hand in friendship to
you.

Thank you again for making me feel so
welcome.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:45 p.m. at the
Zagreb Airport. In his remarks, he referred to
President Franjo Tudjman of Croatia.

Remarks at the Martin Luther King,
Jr., Commemorative Service in
Atlanta, Georgia
January 15, 1996

I know that we have been here a long time,
but aren’t you glad you came?

Dexter King, thank you for that fine intro-
duction and for your leadership. Coretta
King, thank you for your kind remarks and
for the visits we’ve had today and all the ones
we’ve had in the past; the other members
of the King family who are here, and espe-
cially to our co-presiders. I’m glad they don’t
keep women out of the pulpit anymore,
aren’t you? To Senator Coverdell; and my
dear friend Governor Miller; Mayor Camp-
bell—you can get back in the pulpit, I think,
anytime you want; my longtime friend Con-
gressman John Lewis; and Congresswoman
Cynthia McKinney; Congressman Mfume,
my dear friend, we wish you well on your
new mission. To all the ministers who are
here and all others who spoke. Dr. Roberts,
thank you for letting us come to this church.
I want to thank all those who came with me
today, many from the White House, starting
with the White House Chief of Staff and
most of those who were referenced. And my
good friend Ernest Green; Bob Johnson of
the black entertainment network; and others
who came.

I want to say so many things, and yet I
think I should say so little, because I have
already heard so much wisdom and humor—
[laughter]—and passion and music. I’m
going to do a test when I get back on the
airplane, when I go back to the back of the
airplane. [Laughter] I’m going to ask Weldon
Latham and Bob Johnson and Ernie Green
and all my staff members what they remem-
bered about this long ceremony. Everyone
will remember you, young man, because you
remind us of what all this is all about. And
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you are a stern rebuke to the cynics who say
we cannot do better.

I will remember something that the rest
of you couldn’t know, and that is that Coretta
Scott King still has a beautiful voice and can
hit all the high notes. I will remember this
is the first time in my life I ever got to sing
‘‘Lift Every Voice’’ and sing 2 days in a row
because we sang it in church yesterday. I will
remember that the mayor wants to be buried
by a Southern preacher so he can stay on
Earth one more hour. [Laughter] I remem-
ber that it was so cold in Washington Dick
Gregory was willing to go to hell to get away
from it. [Laughter] I will remember all this
incredible music, and David Arnold, whom
I had never heard before; and my friend and
brother Wintley Phipps who can still bring
tears to my eyes. For purely personal reasons,
I will never forget the way you all stood when
the mayor mentioned my wife’s name. And
I thank you for that. I will never forget my
friend Governor Miller quoting Kris
Kristofferson’s song and thinking there’s still
a place for all us Southern rednecks in this
church. [Laughter]

I am glad to see my good friends. I see
Edwin Moses and Sonny Walker out there;
and those of us who are your fans, Mr.
Fishburne, are glad to see you here. Thank
you. Thank you very much.

I was sitting here thinking as everyone else
spoke and I kept marking things through my
remarks, what might I say here? What would
Dr. King say if he sort of showed up, sidled
down the aisle? I think he would have en-
joyed this, don’t you? All the laughing, all
the singing, all the wisdom, all the passion.
I think he would have said amen when Con-
gressman Mfume reminded us of that mag-
nificent passage from Genesis: You can kill
the dreamer, but not the dream.

I think he’d be pretty proud of how far
his hometown has come. The King Center
is keeping the dream alive. Atlanta has more
foreign corporations than any other Amer-
ican city headquartered here with this mayor
and that police chief and that sheriff over
there.

Less than 200 days from today, the whole
world will be looking at Atlanta when the
Olympics come. The city too busy to hate

will be the city the world will see. I think
he would like that.

You know, only three Americans have ever
had a holiday named for them by the Con-
gress. Two were Presidents: George Wash-
ington helped to create our Union; Abraham
Lincoln laid down his life to preserve it. Mar-
tin Luther King never held any elected of-
fice, but he is the third because he redeemed
the moral purpose of the United States. He
reminded us that since all of us are created
equal—and that’s what the Constitution
says—all of us are equally entitled to the full
benefits of American citizenship.

In this holiday we celebrate the life of a
man who challenged us to face our flaws and
to become a better nation, to use our great
power in the service of peace and justice.
That was his dream, and that is the spirit
of this holiday. And that is why it is a good
thing that all over America this is a legal na-
tional holiday. It is altogether fitting that if
we can lay down our labors for a little while
once a year to think about how we started,
and we lay down our labors a little while once
a year to think about how we might have
been torn apart but we stayed together, that
we take one day a year to remember that
we have to live by the spirit and letter of
the Constitution of the United States.

When we were coming in here, Rodney
Slater, who is now the Federal Highway Ad-
ministrator but was with me when I was Gov-
ernor, reminded me, Mrs. King, that 10 years
ago today I sent, on an early morning, 30
young children from Arkansas to Atlanta to
march in the parade. And those children
thought they had died and gone to heaven.
[Laughter] They knew they were part of
something that matters.

So if Dr. King were here today, how would
he tell us that it matters? I just returned,
as all of you know, from a visit to our brave
men and women serving as peacekeepers in
Bosnia. I think he’d be pleased by that, don’t
you? Our troops come from all parts of our
country, from all racial and religious and eth-
nic groups. They comprise a diversity un-
matched anywhere in the world. And unfor-
tunately, unmatched in any other organiza-
tion in this country.

They are all committed to equal oppor-
tunity, equal responsibility, and excellence.

VerDate 28-OCT-97 08:46 Jan 12, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00015 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P03JA4.018 p03ja4



72 Jan. 15 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996

I wish all of you could have been with me
walking down the lines reviewing the troops.
First there’s a little unit with a big captain
who is 6 foot 4, comes from an industrial
city in the Middle West, from an Eastern
European ethnic group. Next there’s a unit
captained by a young slip of a woman barely
5 feet tall, an African-American woman
bossing around all these big, hulking guys.
Why? Because she was judged by her merits.
Yes, they have an affirmative action program,
but no one gets a job for which they are not
competent. It was a beautiful thing to see.

But more important than the composition
of the military is the mission on which they
went, a mission we can all identify with.
Bosnia is a land that in the past has found
strength in its diversity: the Muslims, the
Croats, who are Catholic, and the Serbs, who
are Orthodox. They have flourished side by
side in the past. Even though they prayed
apart, they lived and worked together.
They’ve been neighbors and friends and even
family members.

In giving in to appeals to primitive and
blind hatred, those who started that awful
war there were stepping back into an imag-
ined, unreal past in which they say life has
greater integrity and meaning, when we de-
fine ourselves in terms of who we are not
instead of who we are. Does that sound fa-
miliar to you? When we define ourselves by
whom we can denigrate and debase, instead
of those whom we can reach out to and em-
brace.

We Americans understand the challenges
they’re facing in Bosnia. We know it’s hard
to forge a community from many different
groups. It’s hard to lay down old hatreds and
ancient biases. We also know, as that old
Broadway song says, children have to be
taught to hate.

I was thinking you all were making all
those jokes about the bus and the airplane—
you know what I was thinking about? When
I was a kid growing up in my hometown in
Arkansas, I rode the city bus to school every
day. It cost a nickel. I can still remember
one day when I got on the bus I had four
cents, and there was a bus stop in front of
my house and one about a block behind my
house. And I asked the bus driver if he’d
let me off behind with four cents, and let

me run up and get another penny and run
down the front and give it to him. And he
did. That was the old days. But I was a kid.
I didn’t—I was so stupid, I thought the best
place to sit was the back of the bus. They
had to run me out of the back so other people
could sit down who were supposed to be
there. I thought I was supposed to be in the
back of the bus. Children have to be taught
to hate. We know about what they’re going
through in Bosnia.

Though our Founding Fathers celebrated
in our documents the universal rights of man
as being inherent in human nature, we actu-
ally started out with a Constitution that stated
that slaves were not fully citizens and, by the
language of the Constitution, therefore, not
fully human.

We fought a Civil War over race and slav-
ery. We lived through bitter days of lynchings
and riots. Still today we struggle to overcome.
But over time, Dr. King and Reverend Aber-
nathy, others that helped us to see that his-
tory need not be our destiny. We can define
ourselves by our hopes and not our fears.
Most of all, we can understand that we are
stronger when we live and work together as
a community, not as a swarm of isolated indi-
viduals or antagonistic groups. That is still
the decision for America today.

In the great budget debate, I believe—
some disagree—I believe we ought to bal-
ance the budget. We never had a permanent
deficit until the 12 years before I became
President. Deficits were things that we ran
when we had recessions or great wars that
required us to mobilize the energies of the
country.

So we have to do it. But we have to balance
the budget in a balanced way that recognizes
that we are all in this together. That is the
struggle of America’s whole history. That is
the mission in Bosnia. We know that we have
to be liberated, not bound by the lessons of
the past.

Dr. King said that men hate each other
because they fear each other. They fear each
other because they don’t know each other.
They don’t know each other because they
can’t communicate with each other. They
can’t communicate with each other because
they’re separated from each other.

VerDate 28-OCT-97 08:46 Jan 12, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00016 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P03JA4.018 p03ja4



73Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996 / Jan. 15

The sad lesson of our experience is that
sometimes we can be standing next to one
another and still be separated from each
other, miles and miles away in our minds.
Now, even if we seek to help others bridge
their differences, we have to say today, and
he would say to us, you’ve still got a ways
to go yourselves.

We must be the world’s drum major for
peace. That’s the role our troops and their
allies from over 20 other countries, including
countries that we were enemies with in the
cold war, are playing in Bosnia. That’s what
we’re trying to do in helping the Catholics
and Protestants get together in Northern Ire-
land. That’s what we’re trying to do in work-
ing with the Arabs and the Jews in the Mid-
dle East.

And I thank President King for his men-
tion of my friend, Prime Minister Rabin. Like
Dr. King, he gave his life in the struggle for
peace. And like so many of you who took
up Dr. King’s torch, Shimon Peres and oth-
ers have taken his torch up. I’m glad that
the United States is working with them.

I’m proud that the United States has sup-
ported the reconciliation of the peoples of
South Africa and the triumph of President
Mandela and all of you who work with him.
It has been an honor for us, not a burden.
If that is our role, to be drum majors for
peace and justice around the world, surely,
surely that must be our responsibility here
at home.

We have much to be thankful for. Dexter
King mentioned some things. I’m glad that
in the last 3 years the crime rate and the
welfare rolls and the food stamp rolls and
the poverty rate and the teen pregnancy rate
are all down. I’m proud of that.

But here’s what I think Dr. King would
say if he were giving this sermon in far more
powerful and eloquent ways: You’re doing
better, but that’s not nearly good enough.
And don’t do anything which will make it
worse. Keep going in the right direction.
There needs to be more peace and freedom
on our streets. It is true that the murder rate
had its biggest decline in 35 years last year.
Hallelujah! It’s also true a lot of innocent kids
will get killed this year. We have to do better.
There’s still too much crime and violence and

drugs in America, especially among our
young people.

He would say, ask yourselves this question
as you walk out of this church today: How
can it be that the crime rate in America is
down, but the crime rate among young peo-
ple between the ages of 12 and 17 is up?
Are they still out there raising themselves?
What are you going to do about that? What
are you going to do about that?

We have to continue to heal the racial divi-
sions that still tear at our Nation. We can’t
rest until there are no more hate crimes, no
more racial violence. And until we have
moved beyond those far more subtle but still
pervasive racial divisions that keep us from
becoming one Nation under God. We have
to be honest about where we are in this strug-
gle. The job of ending discrimination in this
country is not over. That’s why I still believe
we need the right kind of affirmative action.
We can mend it, and some day we can end
it. But we can’t end it until everybody with
a straight face can say there is no more dis-
crimination on the basis of race. We must
bring more peace to our public discourse,
even when we passionately disagree.

We did a lot of laughing today, to some
extent, at the expense of those who disagree
with us. And that’s okay, they laughed at me,
too—[laughter]—and sometimes more. But
let’s remember, no matter how passionately
Martin Luther King spoke about the wrongs
he saw and the changes he advocated, he al-
ways, always spoke in the language of love
and nonviolence and peace.

I remember when one of our clergy read
that well-known, but never tired, passage
from Corinthians. In the old King James ver-
sion it used to say, ‘‘Now we see through
a glass darkly, but then face to face. Now
we know in part, but then we shall know even
as we are known. And there abides faith,
hope, and charity, and the greatest of these
is charity.’’ Charity and love, in that sense,
are the same thing—charitable love, the un-
derstanding that even those who are totally
different from us share a common human
nature. And we all see through the glass
darkly. Nobody has the whole truth. We
should remember that, and we should ask
them to.
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And finally, let me say I think he would
say that this is going to be a great age of
possibility, the 21st century. And many will
do very well. The great issue is whether we
will go into that age of possibility together
or divided, whether America will be a society,
a great society, where winners can take ev-
erything, or whether it will be an even great-
er society in which everyone has a chance
to win.

If you think about the characteristics of
this time, people care more about their racial
and their ethnic identities. If that builds
pride and self-esteem and gets people back
to good values that we all share, it is a good
thing. If it leads people to the Bosnian war
or killing in Northern Ireland or a lack of
resolution in South Africa or continued car-
nage in the Middle East or on our own
streets, it is a bad thing.

If you look at this global marketplace, if
it means that a poor child in inner city Atlanta
or in rural Arkansas in the hills of the Ozarks
can hook into a computer and get himself
or herself into a research library in Australia
and learn what’s going on in the world, if
people in the inner cities can use technology
to learn things that they couldn’t learn and
to build businesses and hope and oppor-
tunity, that is a very good thing. But if the
global economy means that everywhere we
have to have more inequality, more people
thrown out of work, more people living with-
out hope because those of us who are doing
well won’t set up the conditions in which ev-
eryone can win, it is not a good thing.

So the challenge of this time is to go for-
ward together—to go forward together. And
every single one of us has a role to play.

Let me remind you that in 1994 I signed
legislation which transformed Martin Luther
King’s birthday into a national day of service
to reflect the life and legacy of Dr. King.
I recently appointed a friend of Dr. King’s
and an adviser, former Senator Harris
Wofford, to head our Corporation for Na-
tional Service. He said the King holiday
should be a day on, not a day off; a day of
action, not a day of apathy; a day of respond-

ing to the community, not a day of rest and
recreation. That’s what we have tried to do.

Today, all across America, members of
AmeriCorps, our national service organiza-
tion, are working with grassroots community
volunteers to pull this country together, not
to let it be divided. In Philadelphia, as we
meet here, thousands of young people and
their teachers are renovating homes for
Habitat for Humanity, a project that started
here in Georgia and has swept the whole
world. In California, 2,300 young people are
going to clean parks, remove graffiti, collect
food and clothing for people who need it.

And as we stand here and sit here, right
here in Atlanta, members of the national
service corps are joining forces with a coali-
tion of citizens to honor the memory of Mar-
tin Luther King by painting classrooms,
working at their food bank, renovating a
homeless shelter.

Every American can be a drum major for
peace. Every American can be a voice for
justice. Every American can be a servant in
the never-ending work of building our Amer-
ican community and building a stronger and
more united and more decent world.

As he said, ‘‘Everybody can be great, be-
cause everybody can serve. You only need
a heart full of grace and a soul generated
by love.’’ Because of all of you today, I leave
with a heart more full of grace, a soul more
generated by love. I thank you for that, and
hope you feel the same way.

God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1 p.m. at the Ebe-
nezer Baptist Church. In his remarks, he referred
to Dexter King, son, and Coretta Scott King,
widow of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.; Gov. Zell
Miller of Georgia; Mayor William Campbell of At-
lanta; Dr. Joseph L. Roberts, Jr., pastor, Ebenezer
Baptist Church; Ernest Green, managing director,
Lehman Brothers; Bob Johnson, chairman and
chief executive officer, Black Entertainment Tele-
vision; Weldon Latham, senior partner, Shaw,
Pittman, Potts, and Trowbridge; civil rights advo-
cate Dick Gregory; former Olympic track star
Edwin Moses; and William ‘‘Sonny’’ Walker,
former executive director, King Center.
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Statement on the Decision of Alan
Blinder Not To Seek a Second Term
as Vice Chairman of the Board of
Governors of the Federal Reserve
System

January 17, 1996

It is my deep regret to learn of Alan Blind-
er’s decision not to seek a second term as
Vice Chairman of the Board of Governors
of the Federal Reserve System. Dr. Blinder’s
return to Princeton University is a tremen-
dous gain for a respected university but a
considerable loss for the Nation.

Alan is a powerful force for sound and sen-
sible monetary policy. His tenure at the
Board was marked by integrity, intelligence,
and candor. He will be greatly missed there
as he was when he left the White House
Council of Economic Advisers to become
Vice Chairman.

Statement on the Death of Barbara
Jordan

January 17, 1996

Hillary and I were deeply saddened to
learn of the death of our good friend Barbara
Jordan. Her eloquent voice, which articu-
lated the views and concerns of millions of
Americans, was always a source of inspiration
to us. Barbara’s words flowed with heartfelt
conviction and her actions rang of indefati-
gable determination as she challenged us as
a nation to confront our weaknesses and live
peacefully together as equals.

I am personally appreciative of her efforts
to address the difficult problem of illegal im-
migration as Chair of the Commission on Im-
migration Reform. Hillary and I join the Uni-
versity of Texas, the Nation, and all those
who fight for equal rights and justice in
mourning the death of a great woman and
a gifted public servant. We extend our deep-
est sympathies to her family.

Remarks on the Federal Budget
Negotiations
January 18, 1996

Good morning. Although I am dis-
appointed that the Republican congressional
leaders walked away from our negotiations
yesterday, I am not entirely discouraged.
After all, it is clear that a 7-year balanced
budget, scored by the Congressional Budget
Office, one that gives the American people
modest tax relief and still protects the fun-
damental priorities of Medicare, Medicaid,
education, and the environment, that this
kind of budget is clearly within our grasp
right now.

Republicans and Democrats have already
agreed to far more than $600 billion in sav-
ings. That is more than we need to balance
the budget and to provide modest tax relief.

We set out to find a common-ground ap-
proach to balancing the budget. We were
successful in agreeing on more than enough
cuts to do the job. As the charts that all of
you have show, I have gone the extra mile.
The Republicans asked for a plan from us
that balanced the budget in 7 years. They
then said they disagreed with our economic
assumptions, and they asked for a plan based
on their economic assumptions.

They then made some move themselves
toward us, and so I made further moves, as
you see in that document. To say that there
has not been a good-faith effort here is not
credible. We have given a 7-year balanced
budget based on the Congressional Budget
Office’s own estimates, and we have shown
here some further movement.

Now let me say again: A lot of good has
come out of these talks. It is plain now to
the whole country that not only Americans
in every community in our country but peo-
ple here in Washington are committed to a
balanced budget in 7 years.

There are areas of disagreement, and they
involve more than money. They also involve
policy. You already know, as I said, that we
have moved toward them in trying to show
good faith and reach agreement on the dol-
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