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clear that when it comes to enforcing our
Nation’s immigration laws, we mean busi-
ness. We are determined to restore the rule
of law to our Nation’s immigration system.

Remarks to the Community in
Woodland, Washington
February 14, 1996

Good morning. Let me say first of all a
word of thanks to Mayor Graham for giving
me a good tour this morning. I’m here with
your two Senators, Senator Murray and Sen-
ator Gorton and of course Governor Lowry
and Congresswoman Smith. And we have
also Senator Ron Wyden from Oregon with
us. And James Lee Witt, the Director of
FEMA, and my Chief of Staff, Mr. Panetta
and I came in this morning to—and we flew
over the flooded area, and we’ve been walk-
ing down the streets talking with some of the
folks.

I was on the other side of the street where
the houses were built higher, and they now
have lakefront property, I see. That’s what
the Gleasons told me and, of course, I was
with Doug and DeLois Youngnickel down
there in their home, and I saw how much
they’ve lost.

Let me say to all of you, I know there’s
nothing that anyone, including the President,
can say that will make these losses go away.
I can tell you that in my life, in my former
life when I was a Governor, I have been in
whole communities that were wiped out by
floods. I’ve been in whole communities that
were torn apart by tornadoes. And I have
been very impressed with what the people
here have done—the way you’ve rallied to-
gether, the way you’ve worked to help save
as much as you could—the work the Corps
of Engineers has done to try to get the water
down as much as possible as quickly as pos-
sible. And I want to begin just by thanking
all of you who worked hard to minimize the
damage of this flood.

When I leave here, we’re going to kind
of a roundtable discussion, and we’ll talk
about what the Federal Government can do
to try to help you rebuild. The only thing
I can do to you is to pledge to you that I
will do everything I can to see that we move

as quickly as possible to do as much as we
can, everything we’re allowed to do within
the law, to help you rebuild and to go on
with your lives.

I can see just from talking to the mayor—
he told me he had lived here all of his life—
that this is a wonderful community with
good, strong families and good, strong values,
and I loved seeing the children at the school
today. We will do what we can to help you
put it back together and get going in the right
direction just as quickly as we can. And
meanwhile, I hope you will keep your spirits
up. This will pass, and it will get better, and
we’ll do everything we can to help.

God bless you, and thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:40 a.m. in a resi-
dential neighborhood. In his remarks, he referred
to Mayor James Graham of Woodland and Gov.
Mike Lowry of Washington.

Remarks in a Roundtable Discussion
on the Floods in Woodland
February 14, 1996

The President. Is everybody here? Mark,
do you want to start?

[Mark Anderson, Woodland deputy fire chief,
thanked the President and other roundtable
participants, summarized the efforts to con-
trol the flooding, and asked the President to
comment.]

The President. Well, first of all, I want
to thank you and the fire chief and the mayor
and everybody in this community who
worked so hard. You deserve to be a little
emotional, and I bet you haven’t had much
sleep in the last several days.

[Mr. Anderson reported that although he got
little sleep during the first 4 days of flooding,
the last few nights were more restful.]

The President. When the mayor and I
were coming in here—we went out and
toured one of the neighborhoods, and we
met with some people who had lost their
homes, along with Governor Lowry and Sen-
ator Gorton, Senator Murray and Congress-
woman Smith and Secretary Peña, and the
FEMA Director, James Lee Witt, who is to
my left there. It was interesting—he intro-
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