
460 Mar. 9 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996

something that is so clearly in the interest
of every single American citizen. And again
let me say to all of you who are here, thank
you. Thank you for the enthusiasm. Thank
you for the numbers. Thank you for your
commitment.

I want to make just one more point, and
I want to emphasize something the Vice
President said. The other question which has
been raised is whether or not somehow this
advance of technology will divide our people
more, whether or not the poor children or
the poor school districts will be left behind,
whether or not this will inevitably give great-
er advantages to those who already enjoy
them. Let me just give you one story that
will refute that, I hope, forever.

Last month, I had the opportunity with the
Vice President to visit the Christopher Co-
lumbus Middle School in Union City, New
Jersey. Just a few years ago the schools there
were so bad the State was on the verge of
taking them over and taking them away from
the local school board and the parents. But
it was a revitalized community effort, involv-
ing Bell Atlantic and all the local citizens we
celebrate here in California today, that put
computers in every 7th grade classroom and
in every student’s home in a school district
that had a low per capita income where most
of the families are first generation immigrant
families.

New Jersey is one of the wealthiest States
in America, and in a matter of just a couple
of years in this far-from-wealthy school dis-
trict with first generation immigrants, the
children have an attendance record, a grad-
uation rate, and most important of all, test
scores that are above the State average.
Technology is going to liberate Americans
and bring them together, not hold them
back.

And that’s what I want to happen to Cali-
fornia. Look at this sea of faces here. You
are America’s present and America’s future.
Now the children will not only be able to
access the Magna Carta and the Declaration
of Independence, they will be able to, how
uncomfortably it might be, follow how Con-
gressman Miller and Senator Boxer vote—
[laughter]—and send e-mail to me and the
Vice President, telling us what mistake we
have made that day.

To the younger people in this audience,
I hope you will never forget this day. Some-
day your children will marvel at the idea that
there ever was a classroom without a com-
puter. You can tell them you were a pioneer.
Just as our parents and grandparents built
our schools and libraries and highways for
their children, you will leave your children
a legacy of opportunity along the information
superhighway.

The 21st century is America’s for the tak-
ing if we are bold enough and strong enough
and confident enough to go forward together.
We will make the best of this new technology
together. We will educate our children with
it, improve our businesses with it, make our
Government more democratic with it, and
build a brighter, freer, more prosperous fu-
ture with it. That is the American way.

Let the future begin. Thank you, and God
bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:04 a.m. at the
Ygnacio Valley High School. In his remarks, he
referred to Paul Allen, superintendent, Mount
Diablo School District; Lt. Gov. Gray Davis of
California; John Gage, director, science office,
Sun Microsystems; Michael Kaufman, director, in-
formation services, KQED; Charlie and Margie
Merrill, volunteers; and Brian DeGrassi, student,
Ygnacio Valley High School.

The President’s Radio Address
March 9, 1996

Good morning. Today I want to talk about
our economy and about the progress we’re
making, and how to keep our economy mov-
ing forward.

When I ran for President I said we could
create 8 million new jobs over the next 4
years if we followed the right strategy, if we
followed the strategy of giving all Americans
a shot at the American dream by reducing
the deficit and investing in the education and
training of our people, in the new tech-
nologies of the future, in our communities,
and in our commitment to open markets with
more fair and free trade.
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Well, we’ve followed that strategy for 3
years now, and yesterday we had some ter-
rific news. Last month America came roaring
back from January’s blizzard to create over
700,000 new jobs. That’s the best single
month of job creation we’ve had since 1983,
in the middle of President Reagan’s first
term. That means that in just 3 years and
1 month, America has created 8.4 million
new jobs, even better than I predicted back
in 1992.

Unemployment is down to 5.5 percent. It’s
been under 6 percent now for 18 months
in a row. Four years ago America was only
creating an average of 27,000 private sector
jobs a month. Now we’ve averaged 211,000
a month since I became President. I’m proud
of that, but this is America’s achievement,
and all Americans should be proud of it.

Our administration has helped by pursuing
our economic strategy. We fought for tough,
serious deficit cutting. Four years ago the
deficit was $290 billion and heading higher.
Today it’s down to $164 billion. It’s the small-
est percentage of any major economy in the
world, and that means lower interest rates
for business loans, for home mortgages, for
car and credit card payments. That’s one of
the reasons we’ve had a record number of
new small businesses in each of the last 3
years, and we’re at a 15-year high in home
ownership.

We’ve worked overtime to expand trade,
giving American businesses access to millions
of new buyers around the globe with 200 sep-
arate trade agreements. For the first time in
years American exports to consumers around
the world are growing faster than imports to
this country. In fact, our exports are at an
all-time high.

We’ve invested in America’s workers so
they can learn the skills they need to get and
keep the high-paying jobs of the information
age. And we’ve invested in the education of
our children and our young adults, in the new
technologies we need to grow the economy
and help our defense industries to transform,
and protect the environment while we create
jobs. And we’ve invested in our communities
that have been left behind in the mark of
economic progress. We’ve also been able to
give tax cuts to a significant number of work-

ing families—17 million of them with in-
comes up to $28,000 a year.

This strategy is working. But we still have
more to do. We have to build on the progress
we’ve made and keep this economy moving
forward. And the very first thing we need
to do is to finish the job we started back in
1993. Let’s eliminate the deficit completely
and balance the budget over the next 7 years
in a way that upholds our values and ad-
vances our economy.

I have proposed a detailed plan to balance
the budget, to provide a modest tax cut to
working families, and to keep our commit-
ments to Medicare, to Medicaid, to edu-
cation, and the environment. In the last few
months the congressional leadership and I
have spent hours and hours negotiating to-
gether. There are now enough cuts common
to both Republican and Democratic plans
that we could balance the budget tomorrow.
It is time for Congress to put politics aside
and get this balanced budget done.

Meanwhile we need to pass the rest of this
year’s budget and restore the deep cuts in
education and the environment that Con-
gress has made in the continuing resolutions
it has passed after the two previous Govern-
ment shutdowns.

I have shown Congress a way to restore
the investments for education and the envi-
ronment and still keep cutting spending in
this year’s budget. But in a new twist, some
in Congress have offered to reduce their cuts
in education for our children and the protec-
tion of our environment this year if I will
agree to even harsher cuts on health care for
the elderly and for poor children. Now we
don’t need to cut any of those efforts beyond
the hundreds of millions of dollars in savings
we’ve already both identified.

These savings this year permit us to avoid
harsh cuts in education and the environment
on the one hand, and in health care for the
elderly and for poor children on the other.
A deal to trade education spending for Medi-
care cuts is no deal at all. It’s wrong to choose
between our parents and our children, leav-
ing hard-pressed working families squeezed
in the middle and undermining our economy
through reduced investments in education.

I want to work with Congress, but we don’t
need to do things which will undermine our
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ability to support our families through Medi-
care and Medicaid, or undermine our ability
to protect the environment, or undermine
our ability to grow our economy and raise
the incomes of all Americans through invest-
ments in education. And there should be no
threat—let me say again—there should be
no threat of another Government shutdown.
It was wrong the first time. It was wrong the
second time. And three wrongs certainly
don’t make a right.

I know we can balance the budget in 7
years, provide a tax cut to the families who
need it, and uphold America’s values by hon-
oring our commitment to each other. We can
support work and family, we can have more
opportunity and more responsibility if we will
work together.

Now let’s get on with it. The American
job engine is in high gear. It’s not time to
slam on the brakes or make the same old
wrong turns. Let’s do the right thing for the
American people and keep our economy
moving forward. That’s why we’re here.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 12:57 p.m.
on March 8 in the briefing room at Harman Inter-
national Industries in Los Angeles, CA, for broad-
cast at 10:06 a.m. on March 9.

Statement on the Death of George
Burns

March 9, 1996

Hillary and I were deeply saddened to
learn of the death of one of the great enter-
tainers of all time. Like all Americans, we
are grateful George Burns kept us laughing
for so long. As a young boy I enjoyed the
Burns and Allen show every week. His sense
of timing and captivating smile touched the
hearts and funny bones of more than three
generations. He enabled us to see humor in
the toughest of times and laugh together as
a Nation.

We will miss him greatly. Our prayers and
sympathies go to his family and friends.

Memorandum on Assistance to

Memorandum on Assistance to
Slovenia and the Former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia

March 8, 1996

Presidential Determination No. 96–18

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Eligibility of Slovenia and the
Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia to
be Furnished Defense Articles and Services
Under the Foreign Assistance Act and the
Arms Export Control Act

Pursuant to the authority vested in me by
section 503(a) of the Foreign Assistance Act
of 1961, as amended, and section 3(a)(1) of
the Arms Export Control Act, I hereby find
that the furnishing of defense articles and
services to the Governments of Slovenia and
the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia
will strengthen the security of the United
States and promote world peace.

You are authorized and directed to report
this finding to the Congress and to publish
it in the Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on March 11.

Remarks to the Community in
Hackensack, New Jersey

March 11, 1996

Thank you very much. President Mertz,
thank you for making us feel so welcome at
Fairleigh Dickinson. And Mayor Zisa, thank
you for making us feel so welcome in your
hometown; we’re glad to be here, sir.

I want to thank all the New Jersey public
officials who are here. I thank Senator Lau-
tenberg, especially for his work on the envi-
ronment. I thank Congressman Torricelli and
Congressman Menendez and Congressman
Payne. I thank my former colleagues, Gov-
ernor Florio and Governor Brendan Byrne.
And I want to thank Carol Browner for the
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