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President Clinton. Before we go down
to the receiving line, I want to say something
to you. Our piper, Mr. Blair, and his wife
prepared the song that we marched down
the stairs to. It’s called ‘‘Ireland at Peace.’’
And they did it in a way, fulfilling the respon-
sibility that each American has, of Irish herit-
age, to support that. I thought it was a re-
markable thing that he and his wife did. It
was a lovely melody. You heard it when we
came down the stairs. And I’d like for you
to give him a hand. [Applause]

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:10 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to President Mary Robinson of Ire-
land. This item was not received in time for publi-
cation in the appropriate issue.

Executive Order 12992—President’s
Council on Counter-Narcotics
March 15, 1996

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the Unit-
ed States of America, including section 301
of title 3, United States Code, it is hereby
ordered as follows:

Section 1. Establishment. There is estab-
lished the President’s Council on Counter-
Narcotics (‘‘Council’’).

Sec. 2. Membership. The Council shall
comprise the:

(a) President, who shall serve as Chairman
of the Council;

(b) Vice President;
(c) Secretary of State;
(d) Secretary of the Treasury;
(e) Secretary of Defense;
(f) Attorney General;
(g) Secretary of Transportation;
(h) Representative of the United States of

America to the United Nations;
(i) Director of the Office of Management

and Budget;
(j) Chief of Staff to the President;
(k) Director of National Drug Control Pol-

icy;
(l) Director of Central Intelligence;
(m) Assistant to the President for National

Security Affairs;
(n) Counsel to the President;

(o) Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff; and
(p) National Security Advisor for the Vice

President.
As applicable, the Council shall also comprise
the Secretary of Health and Human Services;
the Secretary of Education; and the Assistant
to the President for Domestic Policy and
such other officials of the departments and
agencies as the President may, from time to
time, designate.

Sec. 3. Meetings of the Council. The Presi-
dent, or upon his direction, the Vice Presi-
dent, may convene meetings of the Council.
The President shall preside over meetings of
the Council, provided that in his absence, the
Vice President will preside. The Council will
meet at least quarterly.

Sec. 4. Functions. (a) The functions of the
Council are to advise and assist the President
in: (1) providing direction and oversight for
the national drug control strategy, including
relating drug control policy to other national
security interests and establishing priorities;
and (2) ensuring coordination among depart-
ments and agencies concerning implementa-
tion of the President’s national drug control
strategy.

(b) The Director of National Drug Control
Policy will continue to be the senior drug
control policy official in the executive branch
and the President’s chief drug control policy
spokesman.

(c) In matters affecting national security
interests, the Director of National Drug Con-
trol Policy shall work in conjunction with the
Assistant to the President for National Secu-
rity Affairs.

Sec. 5. Administration. (a) The Council
may utilize established or ad hoc committees,
task forces, or interagency groups chaired by
the Director of National Drug Control Policy
or his representative, in carrying out its func-
tions under this order.

(b) The staff of the Office of National
Drug Control Policy, in coordination with the
staffs of the Vice President and the Assistant
to the President for National Security Affairs,
shall act as staff for the Council.

(c) All executive departments and agencies
shall cooperate with the Council and provide
such assistance, information, and advice as
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the Council may request, to the extent per-
mitted by law.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
March 15, 1996.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:06 a.m., March 18, 1996]

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on March 19. This item was not
received in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

Statement on Signing the Tenth
Continuing Resolution
March 15, 1996

Today, I have signed into law H.J. Res.
163, the Tenth Continuing Resolution for fis-
cal 1996.

H.J. Res. 163 provides for a temporary ex-
tension of appropriations—March 16th
through March 22nd—for activities funded
in four of the five appropriations bills that
have not been enacted into law. The District
of Columbia receives no new Federal funds,
but retains authority to use local funds.

It is regrettable that I must sign yet an-
other continuing resolution. However, Con-
gress still has not passed five of this year’s
thirteen appropriations bills in acceptable
form, so this measure is necessary to prevent
a third government shutdown.

We are now nearly halfway through the
fiscal year. Continuing uncertainty over fund-
ing levels and authorities has impaired the
ability of our Federal agencies and State and
local governments to provide critical services
to the public.

I urge Congress to meet its responsibilities
by sending me legislation for the remaining
fiscal 1996 appropriations bills in an accept-
able form. I have made it clear to the Con-
gress what changes need to be made to make
them acceptable.

The purpose of those changes is to ensure,
as we work to balance the budget and control
discretionary spending, that we protect our
nation’s investments in education, the envi-
ronment, law enforcement, and technology.

Unfortunately, while the Senate has made
improvements, the current House and Sen-

ate versions of an omnibus appropriations bill
for the remainder of the year still do not pro-
tect these national priorities. Moreover, they
contain harmful and unacceptable legislative
riders affecting the environment and other
issues.

We have a responsibility to the American
people to act together to resolve our dif-
ferences. I am committed to doing so. I urge
the Congress to act quickly to enact accept-
able appropriations legislation for the re-
mainder of the fiscal year.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
March 15, 1996.

NOTE: H.J. Res. 163, approved March 15, was
assigned Public Law No. 104–116. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
March 16, 1996

Good morning. I have recently returned
from an historic meeting in the Middle East.
Twenty-nine leaders from the region and
around the world came together in support
of peace and against terrorism. Our summit
was called to confront an urgent threat. Re-
cent terrorist atrocities in Israel have taken
scores of innocent lives, including those of
two young Americans. They have jeopardized
the hopes of Israelis and Palestinians who
long for peace, and they menace the dreams
of all the mothers and fathers there who seek
a better life for their children.

But the merchants of terror will not suc-
ceed. By their acts of violence they have only
reinforced the determination of the peace-
makers. Whatever the effort, whatever the
time it takes, we will prevail because we
must.

The violence in Israel is a terrible re-
minder of the challenges we all face to pro-
tect the security of our Nation and our peo-
ple. For while we live in an age of great possi-
bility, we face new perils as well. Open soci-
eties and open markets are on the march.
And the dawn of the information age is creat-
ing exciting new opportunities to build a
brighter future. But as barriers fall the free-
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