
529Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996 / Mar. 19

they lose jobs, the moment they lose jobs;
making the most of our resources; selling
America’s products around the world; and
taking the things we have in this country, like
these military bases, and turning them into
opportunities; and if we will commit to say
if a person loses a job they at least ought
to be able to carry their health insurance and
their pension with them so they can take care
of their families when they start anew, if we
will commit ourselves to making it possible
for people to start small businesses and for
every community in America to participate
in the economic recovery, then this country
is going to do just fine.

I want you to know, when I became Presi-
dent, because I had been through a base clos-
ing in my home State, I started a whole new
program to get the Pentagon to move more
quickly, to move properties out and give
them to the communities so that they could
be used to generate jobs. And that is what
we have done now all across America and
we’re using you as a model.

Now let me say that there’s one official
reason we’re all out here on this windy day,
and that is that I am here to take the next
step in the official transition of this Air Force
base to the central Louisiana community by
formally presenting the deed for 165 acres
of the base to Jim Meyer. So I’d like to ask
him to come up here and let me present the
deed, Mr. Meyer?

Here it is. It is now yours.
Mr. Meyer. Thank you.
The President. Thank you again. God

bless you. It’s great to see you. I’ve had a
great day. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:55 p.m. at the
England Air Park. In his remarks, he referred to
Mayor Ned Randolph of Alexandria; Mayor Fred
Baden of Pineville; and Jim Meyer, chairman,
England Economic and Industrial Development
District.

Remarks on the 1997 Budget and an
Exchange With Reporters
March 19, 1996

The President. I need a lot of help today.
[Laughter] Please be seated. Good after-
noon. Today I am presenting to Congress and

the American people my budget for fiscal
year 1997. This detailed budget plan invests
in our people and balances the budget in 7
years.

The budget continues the economic strat-
egy that I put in place when I took office
of President. Three years ago our economy
was drifting and our deficit was exploding.
In the 12 years before I became President
the deficit had skyrocketed and the national
debt had quadrupled. I was determined that
our Nation must change course and once
again provide growth and opportunity for the
American people.

So we cut the deficit. We invested in edu-
cation and training. We opened foreign mar-
kets to our goods and services through tough
trade agreement. We shrank and reformed
our Government so that it now has the small-
est work force in 30 years, but is still capable
of performing essential functions necessary
to the well-being and the growth of the
American people.

The American economy has turned
around. It is now poised for sustained
growth. Thanks to the ingenuity and hard
work of the American people, our Nation has
created 8.4 million jobs. We have the lowest
combined rate of unemployment, inflation,
and home mortgage rates in 27 years. Ex-
ports are up dramatically, to an all-time high.
Key industries from autos to semiconductors
once again lead the world. And just yesterday
the World Economic Forum said that for the
third year in a row the American economy
was the world’s most productive. In addition
to that, it’s worth noting that in the last cou-
ple of years wages have started rising for the
first time in a decade and as compared with
4 years ago, when only 20 percent of the new
jobs paid above average wages, in 1995 over
55 percent of the new jobs paid above aver-
age wages.

But there is more to do. We must press
on. The most important thing we can do to
keep our economy growing is to finish the
job of balancing the budget in a way that
reflects our values. In 1992, I pledged to cut
the deficit in half and to continue cutting it
after that. We are cutting the deficit in half.
I’m proud to say that my 1997 budget is the
first budget presented by a President of ei-
ther party in nearly two decades to come to
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balance using the numbers of both Congress
and the executive branch.

It cuts unnecessary spending in hundreds
of Government programs. It reforms welfare,
putting in place a system that ends welfare
as we know it and moves more people from
welfare to work. It honors our values by pro-
tecting Medicare and Medicaid and investing
in our future through education and the envi-
ronment. It closes corporate loopholes and
cuts taxes for working families and small
businesses. Most important, this is the sec-
ond year of the plan I presented to the Amer-
ican people to balance the budget in 7 years.
This budget underscores my personal deter-
mination. We will balance the budget. The
best way for that to happen is for Congress
and I to work together.

In the coming weeks, we must seize the
opportunity we now have to give the Amer-
ican people a moment of real bipartisan
achievement. Over the last several months
I have worked closely with the bipartisan
congressional leadership. We have spent
hours and hours together in serious and pro-
ductive discussions. The congressional lead-
ers and I have identified $700 billion in sav-
ings common to both our plans. That is more
than enough to balance the budget in 7 years
and to provide a tax cut.

I am ready to work with the leaders of
Congress to finish the job. Toward that end,
I have invited the bipartisan congressional
leadership to meet with me tomorrow at the
White House. I will urge them to address
our pressing national concerns: balancing the
budget, welfare reform, the Kennedy-Kasse-
baum health care bill, the antiterrorism legis-
lation. And we’ll also discuss the prospects
for progress on all these areas in the weeks
ahead.

We have to meet our common obligation
to act on our urgent national priorities. We
should enact a balanced budget and we
should do it now, not after the November
election, not after the political season, not
later, but now. The American people deserve
nothing less. It is the right thing to do.

Now I’d like to call on the Vice President
to discuss some of the priorities in the budget
that we are pursuing consistent with our
strategy. And then others will come forward
to brief you on other aspects of the budget.

Mr. Vice President.

[At this point, the Vice President made re-
marks.]

Q. Mr. President, have you heard from the
congressional leaders?

The President. We’re going to meet to-
morrow.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:07 p.m. in Room
450 of the Old Executive Office Building.

Proclamation 6872—Women’s
History Month, 1996
March 19, 1996

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
It is impossible to fully appreciate Ameri-

ca’s proud history without recognizing the ex-
traordinary contributions that women have
made to our country since its founding.
Women’s History Month provides an oppor-
tunity to celebrate the countless women who
have enriched our Nation and to ensure that
their achievements—in homes and busi-
nesses, schools and hospitals, courtrooms and
statehouses—will always be remembered.

We have come a long way since Abigail
Adams asked her husband John to ‘‘remem-
ber the ladies’’ when drafting the Constitu-
tion, and we recognize that women not only
have broadened and reshaped the path laid
by our Founding Fathers, but also have made
new avenues toward progress and justice. Fe-
male workers filled the textile mills that
drove the Industrial Revolution. Women like
Susan B. Anthony, Ida B. Wells-Barnett, and
Elizabeth Cady Stanton fought tirelessly for
suffrage and women’s rights. Jane Addams
founded America’s first settlement house for
poor immigrants and established social work
as a new and respected field. And farm and
migrant laborers across the country gained
the leadership of Dolores Huerta when she
joined the newly created United Farm Work-
ers Union.

Indeed, there is no aspect of our history
left untouched by women—from the first
published American poet, Anne Bradstreet;
to Sacajawea, Lewis and Clark’s interpreter
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