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disabilities may be compensated for attend-
ant expenses, consistent with Government
procedures and practices.

(c) The Secretary of Health and Human
Services shall perform such other functions
with respect to the Committee as may be
required by the provisions of the Federal Ad-
visory Committee Act, as amended (5 U.S.C.
App. 2), except that of reporting to the Con-
gress.

Sec. 6. Construction. Nothing in this order
shall be construed as subjecting any Federal
agency, or any function vested by law in, or
assigned pursuant to law to, any Federal
agency, to the authority of the Committee
or as abrogating or restricting any such func-
tion in any manner.

Sec. 7. Superseded Authority. Executive
Order No. 11776 is hereby superseded.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
March 21, 1996.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., March 25, 1996]

NOTE: This Executive order was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on March 22, and
it will be published in the Federal Register on
March 26.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Haiti
March 21, 1996

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
I am providing you my fourth report on

the continuing deployment of U.S. Armed
Forces to Haiti, most of whom have served
as part of the United Nations Mission in Haiti
(UNMIH). I am providing this update of
events in Haiti, consistent with the War Pow-
ers Resolution, to ensure that the Congress
is kept fully informed regarding U.S. support
for the successful efforts of UNMIH to assist
the Government of Haiti in sustaining a se-
cure and stable environment, protecting
international personnel and key installations,
establishing the conditions for holding elec-
tions, and professionalizing its security
forces.

As you know, pursuant to U.N. Security
Counsel Resolution 975, UNMIH was au-

thorized to assume responsibility for the
U.S.-led Multinational Force for peacekeep-
ing operations in Haiti. Through the pres-
ence of UNMIH and its support to the Unit-
ed Nations-Organization of American States
International Civilian Mission, a tremendous
improvement in the observance of basic
human rights in Haiti has been achieved.
Over 5,000 Haitian police have received pro-
fessional training and continued to be ob-
served by and receive guidance from
UNMIH international civilian police mon-
itors. Haiti’s Presidential election on Decem-
ber 17, 1995, led to the first-ever transition
from one democratically elected President to
another on February 7, 1996.

In Resolution 1048 of February 29, 1996,
the U.N. Security Council extended
UNMIH’s mandate for a period of 4 months
and authorized a decrease in the troop level
of UNMIH to no more than 1,200. Begin-
ning in January of this year, there has been
a phased reduction in the number of U.S.
military personnel assigned to UNMIH. At
present, 309 U.S. personnel remain a part
of UNMIH, primarily providing logistical,
aviation, psychological operations, engineer-
ing, staff, and medical support. These forces
are equipped for combat. By April 15 we ex-
pect to withdraw all U.S. military personnel
from UNMIH.

In addition to U.S. personnel assigned to
UNMIH, U.S. military personnel are as-
signed to the U.S. Support Group Haiti as
part of the FAIRWINDS exercise. Over the
past 6 months, the Support Group has dem-
onstrated the capabilities of U.S. military en-
gineers to deploy overseas in an austere envi-
ronment and has also provided training op-
portunities for military engineering, support,
medical, and civic affairs personnel. Through
this exercise, substantial humanitarian and
civic assistance has been provided to the Hai-
tian people. This assistance has included the
repair and restoration of nine schools and
one hospital and the drilling of wells in order
to provide potable water to two remote com-
munities. Currently, the Support Group con-
sists of 184 military personnel, who are under
U.S. command and follow U.S. rules of en-
gagement.

There have been no serious security inci-
dents or civil disturbances involving attacks
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on or gunfire by U.S. forces since my last
report.

I have taken the measures described above
in order to further important U.S. foreign
policy goals and interests, including the res-
toration of democracy and respect for human
rights in Haiti. I have ordered the continued
deployment of U.S. forces in Haiti pursuant
to my constitutional authority to conduct for-
eign relations and as Commander in Chief
and Chief Executive, and in accordance with
various statutory authorities.

I remain committed to consulting closely
with the Congress on our foreign policy, and
I will continue to keep the Congress fully
informed about significant deployments of
our Armed forces.

Sincerely,
William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Strom Thurmond, President pro tempore of
the Senate. This letter was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on March 22.

Proclamation 6873—Greek
Independence Day: A National Day
of Celebration of Greek and
American Democracy, 1996
March 22, 1996

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
While Hellenic literature, art, architecture,

and philosophy have profoundly influenced
western civilization for over 2,000 years, de-
mocracy remains the most precious gift to
our world from the Greeks of ancient times.
This manner of government, placing author-
ity directly into the hands of the people, has
long fulfilled the needs and aspirations of
freedom-loving nations around the world.
Our founders chose to adopt the democratic
system when declaring America’s liberty, just
as the Greek Constitution enshrines democ-
racy as the governing rule of the Hellenic
Republic.

It is one of history’s great ironies that
Greece, the birthplace of democracy, was
subject for centuries to foreign domination,

culminating in almost four hundred years of
political suppression by the Ottoman Em-
pire. The Greeks’ age-old love of liberty re-
main strong, however, and in 1821, Greece
began its successful struggle for self-deter-
mination.

Today, as we commemorate the one hun-
dred and seventy-fifth anniversary of Greek
independence, the citizens of Greece and the
United States remember that with democ-
racy come great responsibilities—to seek
peaceful solutions to civil differences, to fos-
ter freedom and human rights in all nations,
and to ensure that our laws continue to build
upon our strong democratic foundation.

Standing shoulder to shoulder, Americans
and Greeks fought for these principles on the
battlefields of World War II and through the
dark days of the Cold War. Today, while we
celebrate Greek independence, we also re-
member all those around the world who still
endure oppression and are denied economic,
social, or political freedom. In recent years
we have seen many nations break the bonds
of tyranny, and we must continue to support
others who seek to embrace democracy’s
promise. In doing so, we look forward to a
day when people everywhere enjoy the rights
and liberties that Greeks and Americans are
so proud to share.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim March 25, 1996,
as Greek Independence Day: A National Day
of Celebration of Greek and American De-
mocracy. I call upon all Americans to observe
this day with appropriate ceremonies, activi-
ties, and programs.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-second day of March,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and ninety-six, and of the Independence of
the United States of America the two hun-
dred and twentieth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., March 26, 1996]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on March 27.
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