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fused to allow the minimum wage even to
come up for a vote. In fact, you need to know
that a Member of Congress who refuses to
allow the minimum wage to come up for a
vote made more money during last year’s
one-month Government shutdown than a
minimum wage worker makes in an entire
year. Over the past 5 years, while the mini-
mum wage has been stuck at $4.25 an hour,
a Senator’s salary has gone up by a third.
That is wrong.

I challenge the Republican leadership to
stop blocking a vote and let the majority rule.
Pass an increase in the minimum wage. And
Congress should vow that the next time they
want to raise their own pay, they ought to
raise the minimum wage, too. We hear a lot
of talk in Washington these days about old-
fashioned family values. Well, it’s hard to
raise a family on $4.25 an hour, but millions
of Americans are out there struggling to do
it.

Now, we can do the right thing and create
jobs and grow our economy. This is really
an age of remarkable possibility for our Na-
tion. More of our people will have the chance
to live out their dreams than ever before. But
we need to make sure that every American
can become a winner in this time of eco-
nomic change. If we don’t want to grow apart
as a people, we have to do the things that
will enable us to grow together. Think about
it. Support raising the minimum wage.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. from
the Oval Office at the White House.

Executive Order 12997—Korean
Peninsula Energy Development
Organization
April 1, 1996

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the Unit-
ed States of America, including section 1 of
the International Organizations Immunities
Act (59 Stat. 669, 22 U.S.C. 288), and having
found that the Korean Peninsula Energy De-
velopment Organization is a public inter-
national organization in which the United
States participates within the meaning of the
International Organizations Immunities Act,

I hereby designate the Korean Peninsula En-
ergy Development Organization as a public
international organization entitled to enjoy
the privileges, exemptions, and immunities
conferred by the International Organizations
Immunities Act. This designation is not in-
tended to abridge in any respect privileges,
exemptions, or immunities that such organi-
zation may have acquired or may acquire by
international agreements or by congressional
action.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
April 1, 1996.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., April 3, 1996]

NOTE: This Executive order was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on April 2, and it
was published in the Federal Register on April
4.

Remarks Welcoming President Oscar
Luigi Scalfaro of Italy
April 2, 1996

President Scalfaro, Mariana Scalfaro,
members of the Italian delegation, distin-
guished guests: On behalf of the American
people, I am delighted to welcome President
Scalfaro to the United States. It is an honor
to return the gracious hospitality the people
of Italy showed to Hillary and me in Rome
and Naples in 1994.

America and Italy are joined by friendship,
family, and values. Our Founding Fathers
drew inspiration from the thinkers of ancient
Rome to build a new republic based on laws
and rooted in liberty and justice.

Thomas Jefferson was moved by the ideas
of his friend Filippo Mazzei to write the im-
mortal phrase, ‘‘All men are created equal.’’
Constantino Brumidi, an artist from Rome,
labored for 25 years on the frescoes that
adorn our Nation’s Capital. Generations of
Italian-Americans have contributed beyond
measure to America’s greatness, enriching
our Nation’s character with their spirit and
the strength of their heritage.

America and Italy stood together for half
a century to safeguard Europe’s freedom and
advance our common ideals. Now with the
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