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by it. If you saw any of the clips on the tele-
vision that have been showing today about
his meetings yesterday, you could see that.

I just want to say on a very personal note
that I hope all Americans today will be grate-
ful for what all the people who were on that
plane did, for the military personnel, for the
business leaders, who didn’t have to go on
that mission, who did it not out of a sense
of their own profit but out of a sense of what
they could do to help America bring peace.

To all of the wonderful people in the Com-
merce Department that were on that plane,
some of them very young, one of them who
came to our campaign in 1992 thinking the
most important thing he could do was to ride
a bicycle across the country, asking people
to vote for the Vice President and me, wound
up a trusted employee at the Commerce De-
partment; to all of their loved ones and their
families, their friends, I want to say I am very
grateful for their lives and their service.

I also want to say just one last thing about
Ron Brown. He was one of the best advisers
and ablest people I ever knew. And he was
very, very good at everything he ever did.
Whether he was the Commerce Secretary or
a civil rights leader or something else, he was
always out there just giving it his all. And
he always believed that his mission in life was
to put people’s dreams within their reach if
they were willing to work for it and believe
in themselves.

When we were over at his home a few
moments ago, Alexis Herman, who as many
of you know used to work with Ron at the
Democratic Committee, and they’ve been
friends a long time, told me that his favorite
Scripture verse was that wonderful verse
from Isaiah:

They who wait upon the Lord shall have
their strength renewed. They shall
mount up with wings as eagles. They will
run and not grow weary. They will walk
and faint not.

Well, Ron Brown walked and ran and flew
through life. And he was a magnificent life
force. And those of us who loved him will
always be grateful for his friendship and his
warmth.

But every American should be grateful
that at a very difficult moment in our Na-
tion’s history, he made this Commerce De-

partment what it was meant to be, an instru-
ment for realizing the potential of every
American. For all of you who played a role
in that, I ask for your prayers for Secretary
Brown and his family, for your colleagues and
their families, for the business leaders and
their families, and for our beloved military
officers and their families. And I ask you al-
ways, always to be fiercely proud for what
you have done and very grateful for the op-
portunity to have done it.

I’d like to ask now that we bow for a mo-
ment of silence.

[At this point, a moment of silence was ob-
served.]

Amen.
Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:09 p.m. at the
Department of Commerce. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Ron Brown’s wife, Alma Brown, and his
son, Michael Brown.

Message on the Observance of
Passover, 1996
April 3, 1996

Warm greetings to all who are celebrating
Passover.

This festival chronicles God’s deliverance
of the Israelites from their bondage in Egypt.
With faith and determination, these coura-
geous people sought liberation from slavery
and a path to freedom. Although their jour-
ney was long and fraught with peril, the chil-
dren of Israel reached the Promised Land
to rebuild their communities in the sweet air
of freedom.

More than three millenia later, Jews across
America and around the world gather during
Passover to commemorate this epic journey.
The holiday seder itself is rich with sym-
bols—of the suffering endured by the Israel-
ites in Egypt, the difficulties encountered
during their exodus, and their unquenchable
hope for the future. And throughout this rit-
ual meal, unifying and sanctifying it, prayers
are recited in praise of God and in gratitude
for His intervention in the struggle of the
Israelites.

This year Passover has fresh meaning for
us. The seder’s bitter herbs and salt water
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remind us of our sorrow at the death of
Yitzhak Rabin and the loss of so many inno-
cents to the evil of terrorism. But as this
harsh winter ends, we remember as well that
God still lights our path and that, with cour-
age and hope, the best in human nature will
still prevail.

Hillary and I extend warm wishes for a
memorable Passover.

Bill Clinton

Remarks Following a Memorial
Service for Secretary of Commerce
Ronald H. Brown

April 4, 1996

Ladies and gentlemen, we just had a very
moving memorial service not only to grieve
but to celebrate the life of Secretary Brown
and the other employees of the National
Government, our military people, and the
business leaders who were on that mission.
We thanked God for their lives, we prayed
for their families, and we came together in
our grief and rededication. And we pointed
out that it was 28 years ago on this day that
Martin Luther King was killed in Memphis,
working for what he believed in.

Today I spoke with the parents of one of
the young women who died who worked for
the Department of Commerce, who said they
had spent their careers as school teachers,
raising their daughter to believe that she
could make a difference and that she ought
to try. And they were very proud that she
died doing what she believed in, trying to
aid the peace in Bosnia.

And so that is how we are trying to think
about this very difficult thing on this beau-
tiful spring day in Easter Week.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:15 p.m. outside
St. Johns Church on Lafayette Park.

Proclamation 6878—Death of Those
Aboard U.S. Air Force Aircraft in
Croatia
April 4, 1996

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
As a mark of respect for Secretary Ronald

H. Brown and all those killed in the April
3, 1996, crash of the U.S. Air Force aircraft
in Croatia, I hereby order, by the authority
vested in me as President of the United
States of America by section 175 of title 36
of the United States Code, that the flag of
the United States shall be flown at half-staff
at the White House and upon all public
buildings and grounds, at all military posts
and naval stations, and on all naval vessels
of the Federal Government in the District
of Columbia and throughout the United
States and its Territories and possessions
through Wednesday, April 10, 1996. I also
direct that the flag shall be flown at half-
staff for the same length of time at all United
States embassies, legations, consular offices,
and other facilities abroad, including all mili-
tary facilities and naval vessels and stations.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fourth day of April, in the year
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
six, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
tieth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., April 5, 1996]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on April 8.

Message on the Observance of
Easter, 1996
April 4, 1996

Warm greetings to everyone celebrating
Easter.
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