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still have the choice to enroll permanent
easements in the Wetlands Reserve Program.

In addition, the bill would provide $200
million, with the possibility of an additional
$150 million, for restoration of the Ever-
glades. This project is one of the Administra-
tion’s top environmental priorities, and the
funds in this bill are a good downpayment
toward our goal. Moreover, I call on the Con-
gress to enact the Administration’s com-
prehensive Everglades restoration plan, in-
cluding the one-cent per pound marketing
assessment on Florida sugar. This assessment
would ensure that the benefitting industry
pays its fair share.

I am also generally pleased with the trade
title, which includes almost all of the Admin-
istration’s proposed export program enhance-
ments. While the Administration opposed
the reduced funding for certain export pro-
grams in the bill, it will use these, and newly
authorized tools, to expand upon the record
levels of agricultural exports we have
achieved. This will ensure that America’s
farmers continue to take advantage of the
growing opportunities in the world market.

I am disappointed that the Congress has
rolled back an important reform of the crop
insurance program, which was enacted just
18 months ago, to ensure that every farmer
has crop insurance where it is available. Still,
the farm bill embodies a clear commitment
to maintain crop insurance as an alternative
to costly and unreliable ad hoc crop disaster
programs of the past. In this respect, the Ad-
ministration strongly supports the develop-
ment of new ‘‘revenue insurance’’ ap-
proaches over the coming years so that the
crop insurance safety net can play an increas-
ingly large role in the farm economy. This
is a key component of our strategy to con-
tinue to help farmers manage the risks they
face.

While commodity and conservation pro-
grams remain the core of any farm bill, much
of the future of agriculture and rural America
will be determined by many other factors
outside the traditional scope of those pro-
grams. This bill recognizes the growing im-
portance of those forces and incorporates
many of the reforms the Administration
sought. While seeking improvements in the
farm safety net, I will also charge my Admin-

istration with using the bill’s new tools to en-
sure that agriculture sustains the growth it
has achieved, that the pace of environmental
improvements is accelerated, and that we
create new economic opportunities for farm-
ers and rural citizens.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
April 4, 1996.

NOTE: H.R. 2854, approved April 4, was assigned
Public Law No. 104–127.

Remarks at a Tree Planting
Ceremony Honoring Those Who
Died in the Aircraft Tragedy in
Croatia
April 5, 1996

Last year, as we prepared to go to Okla-
homa City, Hillary and I planted a dogwood
tree here in honor of the public servants who
lost their lives there. And this year as we pre-
pare to go back, almost a year later, we are
planting, sadly, another tree in honor of Sec-
retary Brown and all the public servants of
the United States and the citizens who lost
their lives in the plane crash. We hope the
prayers of the American people will be with
them and their families at this difficult time.
We hope everyone will honor the contribu-
tions they made to the United States and the
welfare of our people.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:15 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House.

Remarks at the Plaque Dedication
Ceremony for the New YMCA Day
Care Center in Oklahoma City,
Oklahoma
April 5, 1996

Thank you very much. Governor Keating,
Senator Nickles, Mr. Mayor, Lieutenant
Governor Fallin, Congressman Brewster,
Congressman Istook, to the families that are
behind me and the children that just made
the walk with us, and their parents, I thank
them.

I was especially glad to see Brandon and
Rebecca Denny, because they came to see
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Hillary and me in the White House and I
thought they would be glad to see us again.
But I asked them if they remembered meet-
ing me, they said, ‘‘Yes. How’s Socks?’’
[Laughter] So I thought to myself things are
maybe beginning to get back to normal in
Oklahoma City, at least the children have
their priorities in order.

Hillary and I thought a lot about where
we were last year when we came down here
to be with you and with our friend James
Lee Witt, the FEMA Director, who is also
here today. And I wondered what I ought
to say. Let me begin by noting that this is,
after all, Good Friday. It is a day for those
of us who are Christians that marks the pas-
sage from loss and despair to hope and re-
demption. And in a way that is the lesson
of this little walk we just took with these chil-
dren and their parents, from a place where
we mourn lives cut so brutally short to this
place where, thanks to you and all of those
who the Lieutenant Governor mentioned, we
can truly celebrate new beginnings.

I hope the lesson of the walk and this effort
will comfort and inspire all of those here in
Oklahoma City and especially those who are,
as the Governor said, still hurting, still
searching, still working to put their lives back
together. I know there’s nothing that anyone
can do to bring back the children whose lives
were taken from us, nothing we can do to
sweep away the frightening memories that
still linger in the children who survived, ex-
cept to continue to work until they finally
go away.

But what you have done is to show our
children that in the wake of evil, goodness
can surround them and lift them up. You
have done a lot here already to prove that
their lives are strong and powerful, like the
tree behind me, which has now become fa-
mous around the country. Everybody wants
to know why this tree stood up when the
bomb went off. It lost its leaves and its bark,
and it’s still kind of ugly—[laughter]—but it
survived, and it’s going to bloom again. Why
is it going to bloom again? Because its roots
kept it strong and standing.

The survivors and the spirit of this commu-
nity are blooming again because your roots
kept you strong and standing. Now we see
it in this child care center that we are here

to dedicate today. It’s a testament, really, to
the resilience of the human spirit and the
fierce devotion of the parents of this commu-
nity and the larger community, what Hillary
likes to call ‘‘the village of citizens,’’ who are
determined to support your children and
their future. When something really terrible
happens, it’s easy to forget how important
basic things are. It’s pretty important for chil-
dren to have a safe place to fingerpaint or
plead with the teacher to read a book for
the fifth time, or just play in a secure and
safe environment.

These places, like the one you are prepar-
ing here for your children, are places where
our kids begin to learn how to relate to other
children, and they have to learn to live out
the essential values that have stood our
American family so well for so long. They
really have to learn how to build instead of
tear down, to work together instead of run
away, how to treat other people who are just
like them with respect and fairness. By re-
building a place for children to learn these
lessons and to play and to laugh again, all
of you, as citizens, have done the most honor-
able thing a nation could ask for, and I want
to thank you for that.

I also want to thank those of you who have
already mentioned in public and in private
the tragedy our Nation has endured this
week with the loss of our Commerce Sec-
retary and my dear friend, Ron Brown, and
many other people, many of them quite
young, who served our Nation in the Com-
merce Department and the United States
military and the business executives who
were on that trip.

They lost their lives pursuing the very spir-
it that we are here to celebrate today. They
went to the Balkans, a region that has literally
been torn apart by war, where hundreds of
thousands of people have been stripped of
their dignity and lives, and where millions
have been turned into refugees and where
countless children have been robbed of their
future. And they did it just to prove that
through faith and commitment, the people
of Bosnia could get over their hatred and in-
tolerance and that America wanted to help.

Ron Brown laughed with me last Monday
night when we talked about this mission in
detail, that I had sent him all over the world
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with business leaders, primarily to expand
the reach of the American economy, to gen-
erate more jobs for Americans. But he was
going to Bosnia to use the power of the
American economy, with the business leaders
who were there, just to try to help the peace
take hold, to give normal life back to those
people. That is a noble and good thing for
which they lived and died, and I ask you for
your prayers for them and their families who,
in these difficult days, are having their prob-
lems understanding the whys of all of this.

So as we remember those who perished
here almost a year ago and we mourn those
who died on that hard mountain so many
thousands of miles from here, let us again
thank God for the grace that has brought us
to this point and enabled us to live with our
sorrows and tragedies and to rebuild our
lives.

You know, the bagpipers over there were
playing ‘‘Amazing Grace.’’ I suppose it’s the
best-known American hymn, at least the first
verse. But as we remember those people in
this community who are still grieving and still
struggling, and we think of all of the difficul-
ties life presents for which we have no an-
swer, I would like to close with a reference
to the third verse of that magnificent hymn:
‘‘Through many dangers, toils and snares I
have already come. ‘Tis grace has brought
me safe thus far, and grace will lead me
home.’’ We pray God’s grace today on those
who lost so much a year ago and on the ef-
forts of those of you who are working hard
to build a better future, to make something
profoundly good come out of that tragedy.

I’d like now to ask the children who are
here and all of the others in the podium who
would like to, to come up here and help me
unveil the plaque. I don’t have great manual
skills. I need all of the help I can get up
here. Could you all come up—the families,
and Governor, Mayor. You all come on over.
Let’s do this together.

God bless you. Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:36 p.m. at the
New YMCA Day Care Center. In his remarks,
he referred to Gov. Frank Keating; Mayor Ron
Norick of Oklahoma City; and Lt. Gov. Mary
Fallin of Oklahoma.

Remarks to the Families of the
Victims of the 1995 Bombing in
Oklahoma City
April 5, 1996

Thank you very much. Thank you so much,
Reverend Alexander. Governor Keating,
Mrs. Keating, Mr. Mayor, Senator Nickles,
Lieutenant Governor Fallin, Congressman
Brewster, Congressman Istook; most of all
to the families here of those who lost their
lives and those who survived the bombing
almost a year ago.

I come here today as much as anything
else to thank you. On this very difficult and
painful day for me, when I have lost a great
and good friend and a lot of gifted employees
of the Federal Government, some of them
very young, and some wonderful members
of our Armed Forces and some of our Na-
tion’s most able business leaders, the power
of your example is very much with me, and
I thank you for that.

A year ago we were here to join in mourn-
ing your loss and praying for your healing.
Today I ask that we not only remember your
loss but celebrate the rebuilding you have
already done and the work you will still do.

I have relived the moments of last year
many times in my mind since I was here with
you. I have wondered how you were doing
and prayed for your strength. I was honored
to have two of your citizens at the State of
the Union Address and to recognize their
unique contributions to our country through
their service to you.

Just a few moments ago I was honored to
lay a wreath, along with the First Lady and
some children who survived and their par-
ents, and then to dedicate the child care cen-
ter that will be built near the site of the
bombing, thanks to the remarkable efforts of
your public officials and private citizens to-
gether. You have shown how strong you are,
and you have given us all an example of the
power of faith and community, the power of
both God’s grace and human courage.

On this Good Friday, what you have done
has demonstrated to a watching and often
weary and cynical world that good can over-
come evil, that love can outlast hate, that the
light of human life can shine on through the
most terrible darkness. And so I thank you

VerDate 28-OCT-97 09:49 Jan 08, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00025 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P14AP4.005 p14ap4


		Superintendent of Documents
	2017-02-10T13:29:03-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




