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We know what kind of bomb blew up the
Federal building. We propose that we be
able to have markers that go into explosives
when people buy them. Contractors don’t
have a thing in the world to fear. People need
to buy explosives. You can’t do a lot of work
without them. But if explosives are used to
kill innocent civilians, we ought to be able
to find out where they came from and who
bought them. That’s what I believe, and I
hope you do, too.

We ought to have explicit authority that
permits the Attorney General of the United
States to stop terrorist groups like Hamas
from raising money in America. And if we
catch people doing it, we ought to be able
to throw them out of the country imme-
diately—immediately, not after some long,
drawn-out process.

We ought to have the best technology
available to our law enforcement officials to
keep up with these terrorists that move
around in a hurry, and they’re very sophisti-
cated and very hard to catch. And we can
do that without violating the civil liberties of
the American people, without undermining
the constitutional rights of criminal defend-
ants.

But I’m telling you, folks, these people are
smart. They understand computers. They un-
derstand information. They understand how
to hide. They understand how to doctor bank
records. They understand how to launder
money.

And when it all comes down to it, just think
of what would happen if Oklahoma City had
happened 5 or 6 or 7 times within a month
or two. Think what it would have done to
the American people. Think what would have
happened if 3,000 people had been killed at
Oklahoma City and every American had felt
like those people were within 50 miles of
them. That’s what happened in Israel just a
few weeks ago. It can paralyze a country. It
can take its heart out. It can take its con-
fidence away. It can make young people be-
lieve they have no future.

Now, I am very optimistic about America’s
future, and I am proud of the work that our
law enforcement officials have done in catch-
ing these people. And I am proud of the fact
that we have caught and deported more ter-
rorists in the last 3 years than at any time

in our history put together. I am proud of
that.

I am not saying these things to frighten
any Americans. I am just telling you I have
been around the world representing you; I’ve
talked to people all over the world. I do not
believe—if we can do our job and if we had
just a little bit of luck—I do not believe that
you will have to worry about a nuclear weap-
on wiping out a whole American community
or killing lots of Americans in the way that
our parents worried about us when I was
growing up. But I do not believe you can
fulfill your dreams and be totally free until
we have taken the strongest possible stand
against terrorism, organized crime, drug run-
ning, and weapon sales. And they are all re-
lated.

So I ask you, I ask you because you will
have more weight than most people—this
State has suffered, this State has felt it, this
State understands the human dimension of
people killing innocent people for perverted,
allegedly political reasons—to say in simple,
clear terms, this is not a political issue; this
is not a partisan issue; this is not an ideologi-
cal issue. This is a matter of America getting
ready for the future and guaranteeing our
young people the opportunities that they de-
serve to live out their God-given dreams and
destiny.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:40 p.m. in the
courtyard at the School of Education. In his re-
marks, he referred to George Nigh, president,
University of Central Oklahoma, and his wife,
Donna; Mayor Bob Rudkin of Edmond; and Glen
Johnson, speaker, Oklahoma State House of Rep-
resentatives. This item was not received in time
for publication in the appropriate issue.

Executive Order 12998—
Amendment to Executive Order No.
11880
April 5, 1996

By virtue of the authority vested in me as
President by the Constitution and laws of the
United States of America, including section
3347 of title 5, United States Code, it is here-
by ordered that Executive Order No. 11880
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of October 2, 1975, as amended, is further
amended as follows:

A new section 2 of Executive Order No.
11880 shall be added to read: ‘‘The President
may at any time, pursuant to law but without
regard to the foregoing provisions of this
order, direct that an officer, as defined in
5 U.S.C. 3347, and specified by the President
shall act as Secretary of Commerce.’’

The present section 2 of Executive Order
No. 11880, as amended, shall be redesig-
nated as section 3.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
April 5, 1996.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
12:27 p.m., April 8, 1996]

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on April 9. This item was not
received in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

Memorandum on Designation of
Acting Secretary of Commerce
April 5, 1996

Memorandum for the Honorable Mary Lowe
Good, Under Secretary of Commerce for
Technology

Pursuant to the Constitution and the laws
of the United States, including section 3347
of title 5, United States Code, and Executive
Order No. 11880, as amended, you are di-
rected to perform the duties of the office of
Secretary of Commerce, until such time as
I appoint a Secretary of Commerce.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
April 6, 1996

Good morning. For millions of Americans
this is an especially joyous time of year. All
across our country, families come together
to celebrate Easter or Passover; parents re-
united with their children, brothers and sis-

ters, aunts and uncles, friends joining in
these celebrations of faith and renewal.

Yesterday in Oklahoma City, Hillary and
I gathered with a remarkable American com-
munity to remember its loss and mark its pas-
sage from pain to hope. Nearly a year has
passed since evil struck our heartland, killing
168 Americans, injuring many more, touch-
ing all of us. Yet from the moments terror’s
shadow darkened their lives, the people of
Oklahoma City began their common effort
to work together to rebuild their lives, their
community, and their future.

The people of Oklahoma City have proved
to the Nation that while the American spirit
can be terribly tested, it cannot be defeated.
They have shown our children that even in
the wake of the most terrible tragedy, good-
ness can prevail.

The men, women, and children who fell
beneath the rubble of the Murrah Federal
Building were not cut down in a great battle,
they were just ordinary Americans. Simple
soldiers of the everyday, going to work, going
to play, taking on their responsibilities as par-
ents and providers and citizens.

Many of them were Government workers,
laboring every day to help millions of their
fellow citizens make the most of their own
lives: caseworkers seeing to it that senior citi-
zens received their Social Security; law en-
forcement officers keeping our streets safe,
our schools free from drugs; military recruit-
ers helping to keep our country strong.
They’re the people who make America work.
They’re what we mean when we speak of
Government of, by, and for the people.

The work of Government employees isn’t
usually very glamorous, and it can be grind-
ingly difficult. And as the tragic loss of Sec-
retary of Commerce Ron Brown and his col-
leagues just a few days ago reminds us, some-
times it can also be very dangerous.

Later today, the Vice President and I will
make a sad journey to an Air Force base in
Dover, Delaware. There, on the eve of
Easter, we will be with the families of Ron
Brown and his delegation as their loved ones
make a final journey home.

Ron Brown was a dear friend of mine, a
friend to American businesses and American
workers everywhere, who did more to create
good jobs by opening new markets to our
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