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this opportunity because it is also our respon-
sibility. The United States is very grateful
that, more and more, Japan is taking on the
responsibility of leadership that flows from
its place as a great nation.

From peacekeepers in Cambodia to mine-
sweepers in the Arabian Gulf, Japan is there.
From financial and political support for the
Middle East peace process to the $500 mil-
lion reconstruction package you have just an-
nounced for Bosnia, Japan is there. The peo-
ple of Bosnia and the entire international
community are grateful for this extraordinary
effort on your part. From seeking an end to
polio by the year 2000 to finding better ways
to respond to natural disasters like earth-
quakes, Japan is also there leading the way.
From cleaning up the environment here on
Earth to exploring the heavens above, Japan
is there. We are all better off for your com-
mitment to this kind of leadership.

Today, to the Japanese people, whose
pride in the past is now matched by your
focus on the future, I say, stay true to that
commitment to lead, make it even stronger.
We have come so far in the last 50 years.
Think about it: from the waste of war to the
wealth of peace; from conflict to cooperation
and competition; from mistrust to partner-
ship.

Now, I submit to you that our generation
has a sacred duty to make the next 50 years
even better for all of our people. In this time
of remarkable possibility, I am absolutely
confident that we will succeed if we continue
to lead and work together as allies, as part-
ners, and as friends.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:52 a.m. in the
Chamber of the House of Representatives. In his
remarks, he referred to Takako Doi, Speaker,
House of Representatives, and Juro Saito, Presi-
dent, House of Councillors. A tape was not avail-
able for verification of the content of these re-
marks.

Remarks at a Luncheon Hosted by
Prime Minister Hashimoto in Tokyo
April 18, 1996

Prime Minister and Mrs. Hashimoto, the
distinguished Japanese citizens here present,

and my fellow Americans: Let me begin, Mr.
Prime Minister, by thanking you for hosting
this luncheon, and thanking the Emperor
and Empress for the magnificent state visit,
and all the people of Japan for making Hillary
and me and the Secretary of State, the Sec-
retary of Commerce, and our entire delega-
tion feel so very welcome here.

Over the last 50 years the United States
and Japan have built a remarkable partner-
ship for peace and security, for prosperity,
and for freedom. We devoted ourselves at
this meeting to planning for the next 50 years
of that partnership, reaffirming our security
ties, talking about a Common Agenda to lead
the world to a period of greater peace and
prosperity.

But I want to say at this luncheon that I
fully realize that the work that each of you
has done to bring our people closer together,
day-in and day-out, over the years and dec-
ades has made possible the progress that we
have achieved these last 2 days.

As the Prime Minister noted, the friend-
ship between our peoples began well over
a century ago. The first known Japanese citi-
zen to live in the United States was a young
sailor named Nakahama Manjiro. He was
shipwrecked in 1841, rescued by an Amer-
ican whale boat, sent to school in Massachu-
setts. Now, Mr. Prime Minister, some of our
delegation think it’s a pretty good thing to
be sent to school in Massachusetts. [Laugh-
ter]

Ten years later, he returned to Japan and
became one of the few Japanese-English in-
terpreters in this country. Then he was cho-
sen to accompany the first Japanese diplo-
matic delegation to the United States in the
spring of 1860. President Buchanan hosted
these Japanese envoys with a state banquet.
Tens of thousands of Americans turned out
to see them in Baltimore and Philadelphia,
hundreds of thousands of Americans filled
the streets of New York City as their parade
went by, and our great poet Walt Whitman
memorialized this event in a poem called ‘‘A
Broadway Pageant.’’

Today, our contacts are more common so
they don’t attract so much notice, but they
are very important. We see them in the Japa-
nese students who attend our universities, in
the American schoolchildren the Emperor

VerDate 28-OCT-97 09:09 Jan 08, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00028 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P16AP4.018 p16ap4



685Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996 / Apr. 18

and Empress met when they came to the
United States, who spent half of each day
learning Japanese. We see it in your great
gift to American baseball, Hideo Nomo, and
in Americans like Terry Bross, who come to
Japan to play baseball. We see it in the Ful-
bright program that celebrates its 50th anni-
versary this year and more than four decades
here in Japan.

We see it in the business leaders who come
from America to Japan to work and in the
fine Japanese business leaders who come to
the United States and establish plants and
put our people to work. We see it in the
friendships which have developed over time.

One such friendship was celebrated last
night when a delegation of Americans, head-
ed by our former United Nations Ambas-
sador, Andrew Young, and Mrs. Coretta Scott
King, the widow of Dr. Martin Luther King,
came here and met with Japanese friends to
honor the life and the service of the late Sec-
retary of Commerce, Ron Brown, and other
Americans who perished in that terrible
crash in Bosnia just a few days ago. And I
thank you on their behalf for that friendship.

As I said to the Diet a few moments ago,
because of the power of our economies and
the depth of our devotion to freedom and
democracy, Japan and the United States
must forge a partnership for leadership in
the 21st century. But we should all remem-
ber that if we are to succeed as partners and
as allies, we must first be friends. It is that
friendship which I honor today and which
I dedicate myself to strengthening.

I ask now that we join in a toast to the
Prime Minister and Mrs. Hashimoto and to
the people of Japan.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:20 p.m. at the
Hotel New Otani. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.

Memorandum on Assistance to
Refugees of the Former Yugoslavia
April 18, 1996

Presidential Determination No. 96–22

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Determination Pursuant to Section
2(c)(1) of the Migration and Refugee
Assistance Act of 1962, as Amended

Pursuant to section 2(c)(1) of the Migra-
tion and Refugee Assistance Act of 1962, as
amended, 22 U.S.C. 2601(c)(1), I hereby de-
termine that it is important to the national
interest that up to $22 million be made avail-
able from the United States Emergency Ref-
ugee and Migration Assistance Fund to meet
the urgent needs of refugees and victims of
conflict from the former Yugoslavia. These
funds may be used as necessary to provide
U.S. contributions in response to the appeals
of international and nongovernmental orga-
nizations for funds to meet the urgent and
unforeseen humanitarian needs of victims of
conflict from the former Yugoslavia.

You are authorized and directed to inform
the appropriate committees of the Congress
of the determination and the obligation of
funds under this authority and to publish this
memorandum in the Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

Remarks on Arrival in St.
Petersburg, Russia
April 18, 1996

Tragedy in Lebanon
Ladies and gentlemen, thank you for this

welcome to St. Petersburg. I am very pleased
to begin my visit to Russia here, a city so
alive with promise and possibility. I have
looked forward to this day for a long time,
and I very much look forward to my oppor-
tunity to see the city tomorrow.

Let me begin, however, by saying I arrived
at a somber moment. On behalf of the Amer-
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