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world the certainty that they really are seeing
the end of the nuclear age of the big weap-
ons.

Some other countries want to kind of leave
a big crack in the door for so-called peaceful
tests or experimentation. And we all believe
that we just have to try to persuade them
to our way of thinking. The biggest and most
important issue now is trying to persuade the
Chinese to adopt a position that we have
adopted. And I suggested on behalf of the
8 that we ask President Yeltsin to take this
issue up on his trip to China. He agreed to
do that, and the rest of us agreed to do our
best as well to support that and try to per-
suade the Chinese that this is the right course
for the future. And I have every hope that
we can succeed.

Assistance to Russia
Q. Mr. President, U.S. assistance to Russia

after communism fell—it’s been a fraction
of what the Marshall Plan did for Europe
to help rebuild Europe after World War II.
With many Russians questioning whether
capitalism and democracy have really made
their lives better, do you feel that the West
has missed a historic chance to help Russia?
And if you’re reelected next year and there’s
a new Congress, do you foresee anything
more ambitious in the future?

President Clinton. Well, first of all, the
short answer to your question is no, I don’t
think that the West has missed an historic
chance. The present Congress I think has un-
derestimated the impact that a relatively
small amount of investment assistance in
other countries can have, not just in Russia
but in other places in the world. And so I
think that’s a mistake. I think not paying our
U.N. dues is a mistake, not investing in the
International Development Association is a
mistake.

But let me ask you—you compared this
to the Marshall Plan. There are some things
that are quite different. For one thing, we
are now the largest—the United States is the
largest private investor in Russia, and the
flow of private investment is much broader
and quicker than it was at the end of World
War II. For another thing, the United States
has strongly supported the multi-billion-dol-
lar aid package coming out of the inter-

national financial institutions, which were not
available to do those things, again, as a part
of the Marshall Plan on anything like this
scale.

Thirdly, even though our assistance to
Russia has dropped in the last couple of
years, the Nunn-Lugar funds are still helping
the denuclearization movement, and funds
that I asked the Congress to adopt in the
’93–94 timeframe, those funds have by no
means all been used up. That is, they’re still
awaiting specific projects. So money has been
appropriated for investment here that can
still be invested here as the projects come
on line.

So our commitment to the economic revi-
talization of Russia is very strong. And I
would point out that I believe Russia has
privatized a higher percentage of its economy
than any of the other countries of the former
Soviet Union. And the economic problems
that Russia has endured began before the So-
viet Union disappeared. And we see the
economy coming back now, and I think that
things are going in the right direction.

I do believe that the United States and
the rest of the advanced economies should
continue their commitment to investment
and to support democracy and economic re-
form. I don’t think we should let up. But
I think it’s a mistake to say that a historic
opportunity has been missed, because a great
deal has been done.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President’s 120th news conference
began at 2:42 p.m. in the Executive Office Build-
ing at the Kremlin. President Yeltsin spoke in Rus-
sian, and his remarks were translated by an inter-
preter.

Russia-U.S. Joint Statement on the
Highly Enriched Uranium
Agreement
April 21, 1996

The United States and Russia have agreed
on transparency measures that provide assur-
ances that the sides are fulfilling the obliga-
tions undertaken under the HEU Agreement
to transform ‘‘megatons into megawatts.’’

The transparency measures that have been
developed are the culmination of two years
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of negotiations between official U.S. and
Russian delegations and are evidence that ir-
reversible nuclear disarmament is achievable
if we work together. By blending-down HEU
derived from nuclear weapons to low-en-
riched uranium that can only be used as fuel
in commercial nuclear power reactors, we
ensure that this material can never again be
used in nuclear weapons.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this joint statement.

Remarks on Earth Day in Great
Falls, Maryland
April 22, 1996

Thank you very much. Ladies and gentle-
men, thank you all for being here today and
for the work that you do. I want to thank
the Vice President for being the constant
conscience of our administration and of the
national debate on the environment. I thank
Anthony Hildebrandt and Ashley King for
the example they are setting for the young
people of America. I want to thank these
young folks with the Montgomery County
Conservation Corps and the others who have
volunteered to work in this park.

I want to say a special word of thanks to
the employees of the National Park Service
all over this country and here. They do a
magnificent job for America. I want to thank
Carol Browner, our EPA Administrator, and
Katie McGinty, who represents the Nation’s
environmental concerns in the Environ-
mental Council in the White House. And I
want to thank Secretary Babbitt, who can’t
be here because he can’t be in more than
one place at once; even Bruce Babbitt can’t
do that. And, as the Vice President said, he’s
at the Sterling Forest event this morning rep-
resenting us.

I want to thank the Members of Congress
who are here for their fidelity to the Nation’s
environment and their willingness to stand
and be counted in some pretty difficult mo-
ments over the last year or so. They have
helped us to continue our commitment and
to protect this country’s natural resources.
And I want you to know that I never appre-
ciated them more than I have in the last year
or so when they’ve been in some of the dif-

ficult challenges they’ve been in. I thank
them all, these who are here and their coun-
terparts.

You know, I just came back, literally just
came back from a remarkable journey all
around the world. I flew from here to Alaska
and refueled, and then I went to Korea and
Japan and on to St. Petersburg and Moscow.
And I was thinking, standing here today, I
saw some of the most magnificent manmade
creations anywhere in the world: the Impe-
rial Palace in Tokyo, the great Hermitage
Museum in St. Petersburg, the entire Krem-
lin has just been redone and restored to its
historical grandeur. But none of it is any
more beautiful than this wonderful nature
that God has given us right here in this na-
tional park.

And not everybody can travel to see the
great palaces of the world. Even the great
art galleries of the world are beyond the
reach of many of our fellow citizens. But ev-
erybody can come to this park without regard
to their income, their station in life, what
their other resources are. This belongs to all
the American people, and we have to dedi-
cate ourselves to making sure that as long
as there is an America there will be a national
park system with these treasures there for
every single citizen of this country.

We have done a lot of work since I became
President to try to improve our national parks
and to preserve them. We are dramatically
cutting back on noise from aircraft flights
over the Grand Canyon and the Rocky
Mountain parks and other treasures. We are
moving, I say as I hear the plane, to restore
a natural quiet in our parks. We are expand-
ing the Point Reyes National Seashore in
California, where Hillary and I spent our sec-
ond wedding anniversary, by 38,000 acres.
We are calling on Congress to pass legislation
to designate new wilderness areas and pur-
chase the Sterling Forest in the New York-
New Jersey border. And I am directing the
Park Service to take more than a dozen other
steps to make visiting the parks more pleasur-
able for America’s families and for our guests
from all around the world. Our duty is to
pass on to future generations these treasures
that God has given to us.

Remember, it was a great Republican
President, Theodore Roosevelt, who set our
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