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Finally, I thank Billy Graham and Ruth
Graham for the ministry of their life and their
personal example, for their extraordinary
achievement of 5 children, 19 grandchildren,
and I think now 8 great-grandchildren. If that
achievement could be mirrored by every
adult in America, we would have about 10
percent of the problems we’ve got today in
this great country of ours.

I thank them for countless personal ges-
tures that demonstrate that as private people
they are what they seem to be in public. I
thank them for always doing things that will
enable them to minister to people they may
not even know. I have said this in public be-
fore, but I want to say it again. When I was
a small boy, about 12 years old, Billy Graham
came to Little Rock, Arkansas, to preach a
crusade. That town was torn part by racial
conflict. Our high schools were closed there,
and there were those who asked Billy Gra-
ham to segregate his audience in War Memo-
rial Stadium so as not to roil the waters.

And I’ll never forget that he said—and it
was in the paper—that if he had to speak
the Word of God to a segregated audience,
he would violate his ministry, and he would
not do it. And at the most intense time in
the modern history of my State, everybody
caved, and blacks and whites together poured
into the football stadium. And when the invi-
tation was given, they poured down together,
down the aisles, and they forgot that they
were supposed to be mad at each other,
angry at each other, that one was supposed
to consider the other somehow less than
equal.

And he never preached a word about inte-
grating the schools. He preached the Word
of God, and he lived it by the power of his
example. And one young boy from a modest
family for a long time thereafter took just
a little money out of his allowance every
month and sent it to Billy Graham’s Crusade.
And I’ve lived with that all my life.

I’ll never forget that when Billy Graham
came back to Little Rock 30 years later, prob-
ably the most well-known man of God and
faith in the world, he took time out one day
to let me take him to see my pastor who
he’d known 30 years before, because he was
dying. And my elderly pastor, with only a few
weeks to live, sat and talked to Billy Graham

about their life, their work, their trips to the
Holy Land, and the life to come. There was
no one there. There were no cameras; there
were no reporters; there was nothing to be
gained. It was a simple, private, personal ex-
pression of common Christianity and grati-
tude for the life of a person who had given
his life for their shared faith.

And finally, he got up to go. Billy looked
at my pastor, W.O. Vaught, shriveled to less
than 100 pounds, and he said, ‘‘Smile, W.O.,
next time I see you we’ll be outside the East-
ern Gates.’’ I’ll never forget that as long as
I live.

So the Congress did a great thing; you have
done a great thing; Billy and Ruth Graham
have done a great thing in sharing this award
with future generations of people who will
need their help and their ministry even after
they have passed their time on this Earth.
For all that, as President and in my personal
role as a citizen and a Christian, I am pro-
foundly grateful.

I’d like Reverend Graham to come out
now, and I will give him a copy of the bill
which I signed and the pen with which I
signed it. And perhaps he’d like to say a word
to you tonight.

Billy.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:08 p.m. in the
Ballroom at the Renaissance Hotel. In his re-
marks, he referred to radio commentator Paul
Harvey.

Statement on Signing Technical
Corrections to the Omnibus
Consolidated Rescissions and
Appropriations Act of 1996
May 2, 1996

Today I have signed into law Senate Joint
Resolution 53 (‘‘Resolution’’). This Resolu-
tion makes technical corrections to Public
Law 104–134, the ‘‘Omnibus Consolidated
Rescissions and Appropriations Act of 1996’’
(‘‘Act’’), which I signed into law on April 26,
1996.

Two of the corrections merit comment.
The Resolution repeals two paragraphs re-

lating to the Tongass National Forest, which
were mistakenly not deleted when the opera-
tive language was moved to another section.
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The Resolution also includes the repeal of
section 21104 of the Act, which relates to
international population assistance programs
and which was inadvertently included in the
Act. Nevertheless, I believe that the level of
funding that the Congress has provided for
FY 1996 for these programs remains inad-
equate, given the critical importance of these
services to protecting the health of women,
strengthening families, and preventing un-
wanted pregnancies and abortions. I regret
that the House and Senate were unable to
come to an agreement to lift the severe limi-
tations placed on U.S. programs by the FY
1996 Foreign Operations appropriations act.
It is my hope that the Congress will remove
these limitations and provide full funding for
these programs in the FY 1997 appropria-
tions process.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
May 2, 1996.

NOTE: S.J. Res. 53, approved May 2, was assigned
Public Law No. 104–140. This statement was re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary on May
3.

Proclamation 6891—Labor History
Month, 1996
May 3, 1996

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
In the early 1900s, millions of Americans

left their farms to begin new lives as factory
workers. Sadly, many of these citizens found
neither secure employment nor higher wages
at their new jobs, and the industrial economy
brought them exploitation, continued pov-
erty, and the risk of injury and death. No
student of American history can forget the
images of filthy children emerging from mills
and mines, the stories of terrible fires and
explosions, or the grim legacy of the slums
that grew up in factory towns.

Although child labor, sweatshops, and
workplace disasters are largely horrors of the
past, efforts to eliminate them began to suc-

ceed only after workers organized and spoke
with a united, independent voice. The Amer-
ican labor movement helped the first genera-
tion of industrial employees to express their
aspirations and insecurities, empowering
them with the necessary tools to define the
terms and conditions of their employment
and to expand the role of labor in the larger
society.

As we approach the 21st century, our Na-
tion’s economy is undergoing a trans-
formation as momentous as the change that
spurred the exodus from farms to factories
100 years ago. And in facing the challenges
posed by global competition and rapid tech-
nological advances, the workers of the Infor-
mation Age need the same effective leader-
ship that allowed their forbears to succeed.
Each new generation of workers must em-
brace the activism that has characterized la-
bor’s rich history, and all Americans should
recognize the role that labor has played in
the continuing progress of our democracy.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim May 1996, as
Labor History Month. I call upon Govern-
ment officials, educators, the media, and all
the people of the United States to observe
this month with ceremonies, activities, and
programs that encourage reflection on the
labor movement’s heritage and its many con-
tributions to the creation and maintenance
of a just America.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this third day of May, in the year
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
six, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
tieth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., May 6, 1996]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on May 7.
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