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been noticed in the hospital by the second
or third day.

As a nation that values the health of
women and children, we must not turn our
backs on this problem. There is an emerging
national consensus that we must put a stop
to these so-called ‘‘drive-through’’ deliveries.
The American College of Obstetricians and
Gynecologists and the American Academy of
Pediatrics have issued guidelines rec-
ommending a minimum stay of 48 hours fol-
lowing most normal deliveries, and 96 hours
following most cesarean sections. Sixteen
States have enacted laws to guarantee that
level of coverage and 25 more are consider-
ing such a move.

A growing number of hospitals have taken
it upon themselves to provide the second day
of coverage free. And one group of insurers,
Blue Cross and Blue Shield Plans of Penn-
sylvania, has responded to public concerns
by voluntarily offering 48-hour minimum
coverage. I believe every insurance company
should step up to this problem and do what
these insurers in Pennsylvania have done.

But in the absence of coverage for all
women in all States, we have a responsibility
to take action in Washington. Already, a Sen-
ate bill and separate House bills have been
introduced, most with bipartisan support, to
guarantee 48-hour post-partum hospital stays
for mothers and their children.

I urge Members of Congress to move leg-
islation forward as soon as possible that
makes this protection for mothers and their
children the law of the land. No insurance
company should be free to make the final
judgment about what is medically best for
newborns and their mothers. That decision
should be left up to doctors, nurses, and
mothers themselves. Saving the life and
health of mothers and newborns is more im-
portant than saving a few dollars.

America’s mothers hold a special place in
our hearts. They provide the lessons and care
that enable all of our children to embrace
the opportunities of this great land. They de-
liver the precious gift of life. Let’s give them
a Mother’s Day gift they richly deserve. Let’s
guarantee them 48-hour hospital stays to pro-
tect their health and the health of their new-
born babies. Mothers sacrifice so much for
us. It’s the least we can do for them.

Happy Mother’s Day, and thanks for lis-
tening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 5 p.m. on
May 10 at Pennsylvania State University in State
College for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on May 11.
A portion of this address could not be verified
because the tape was incomplete.

Remarks Announcing the ‘‘Anti-
Gang and Youth Crime Control Act
of 1996’’
May 13, 1996

Ladies and gentlemen, let me begin by
thanking all of you for coming here and,
more importantly, for the work that you are
doing. I’m glad that we finally have a chance
to talk about these efforts to stop youth vio-
lence.

As you know, we were slated to have this
event the day that Ron Brown and his delega-
tion tragically lost their lives in the Balkans.
Before I go forward, I think I have to ac-
knowledge that today all Americans have
heavy hearts over another air tragedy, the
one in Miami. We send our prayers, our con-
dolences to the families of those who lost
their lives in the Everglades.

The Federal Aviation Administration has
been conducting a review of ValuJet since
February. Last night the FAA announced it
will broaden the review to assure that
ValuJet’s flights are safe and fully comply
with FAA requirements. I have directed Sec-
retary Peña to report to me this week on ad-
ditional measures the Department of Trans-
portation and the FAA can take to ensure
that all our airlines continue to operate at
the highest level of safety. I’m determined
to do everything I can to make sure that
American aviation is the safest in the world.

Now, let me thank the Attorney General
and the U.S. attorneys and all of those who
worked with them for the work they have
done to curb youth violence and gangs.
Thanks to the U.S. attorneys and the police
chiefs here today, thanks to citizen support-
ers throughout this country, including a num-
ber of ex-gang members who in some com-
munities have been very helpful in this re-
gard, we have been able to see a substantial
drop in the crime rate. We are determined
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to do all we can to help you and to help our
young people.

The crime bill of 1994 employed, as the
Attorney General said, police, punishment,
and prevention, backed by the best of new
technologies and supported by communities.
We knew this strategy would work because
law enforcement people said it would work.
And it is working. The 100,000 police, the
Brady bill, the assault weapons ban, the other
supports have led to drops in violent crime
and murder and rape and robbery—every-
thing across the board, except for crimes
committed by young people.

Youth violence is on the rise, as you have
noted, not just in large cities, but in small
towns. And whenever there has been a dra-
matic rise in youth crime, it has a terrifying
face, organized gangs.

In my State of the Union Address I chal-
lenged our country to focus on the problem
of youth violence, and I pledged that the
United States Government would take on
gangs in the way we had taken on the mob
decades ago. We’re fighting with a strategy
that is coordinated and unrelenting, that does
rely upon national, State, and local prosecu-
tors and police and, above all, on citizens
working with us.

Two weeks ago in Miami, General Barry
McCaffrey, our Drug Policy Coordinator,
and I set forth our drug strategy. We know
what works there, too: education, treatment,
stopping drugs at the border, punishing those
who sell to the young. We are focusing this
strategy more than ever before on young
people.

Last Friday, at Penn State University, I
asked citizens all across our country to play
their role. We know that community policing
won’t work if we rely on police alone, that
we need citizens, too. And I ask one million
new citizen volunteers to join the 100,000
new police we are putting on the street.
That’s just 50 new members for every one
of the community police watch organizations
across this country today.

Today I want to announce two more steps.
First, we have just seen a remarkable dem-
onstration of the National Gang Tracking
Network, which is an important part of this
strategy. I am pleased to announce that the
first step of this network will now be funded

through the Justice Department for use in
Massachusetts, Connecticut, New York, Ver-
mont, Maryland, and Florida. Gangs are no
longer local. We saw that today with the
statement Miss Seymour made about South
Carolina. So we say this: The gangs may run
to another State, but they cannot hide. And
they will find it tougher and tougher to es-
cape the law.

Second, we are proposing legislation de-
signed with valuable help from the U.S. at-
torneys here, from local law enforcement of-
ficials, and lawmakers, especially Senators
Biden and Kohl and Congressman Schumer.
Our Anti-Gang and Youth Crime Control Act
of 1996 will use the very same strategy our
Crime bill used to make the juvenile justice
system tougher and smarter, and to help our
young people stay drug-free and away from
guns and gangs and violence. It makes it easi-
er for prosecutors to prosecute violent youth
offenders as adults, toughens penalties for
possession and use of firearms, reinstates a
ban on guns in the schools, reviving a law
that was struck down in the courts. It will
establish more juvenile drug courts which
give nonviolent offenders the chance to get
off drugs before they wind up in jail. It will
raise the maximum detention to 10 years and
give judges flexibility in sentencing. It will
harden penalties for those who sell drugs to
children or use children to sell drugs.

All this will help, but we also will have
to have more parents being more responsible
in teaching their children right from wrong
and in looking out for them and more com-
munities showing young people that they
care, considering things like keeping their
schools open more after school.

We know 50 percent of the juvenile crime
in this country occurs in the hours after the
school day ends. More communities have
considered doing what Long Beach, Califor-
nia has done and what the Attorney General
is trying to help others do, consider whether
setting up a school uniform policy will help
to reduce the influence of gangs and help
to identify gang members and help to keep
the crime rate down and the children safer.
Regardless, we’ve all got a role to play if
we’re going to move toward a 21st century
that is more free of guns and drugs and vio-
lent gangs.
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The message today to the Bloods, the
Crips, to every criminal gang preying on the
innocent is clear: We mean to put you out
of business, to break the backs of your orga-
nization, to stop you from terrorizing our
neighborhoods and our children, to put you
away for a very long time. We have just
begun the job, and we do not intend to stop
until we have finished.

Let me say again, this legislation I offer
today has been developed with help from law
enforcement. It is like the crime bill of 1994,
straightforward, commonsense, there are no
hidden meanings, there are no poison pills.
It relies on partnerships with communities
and citizens. And I hope Congress will join
us in a bipartisan commitment to save our
neighborhoods, our families, and our chil-
dren from the threat of gangs and gang vio-
lence.

This again is something we should be able
to do, even this year, in a genuine spirit of
bipartisanship, because we know it will work,
and we know it will make a profound dif-
ference.

Thank you all very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:56 a.m. in the
East Room at the White House.

Executive Order 13002—
Termination of Combat Zone
Designation in Vietnam and Waters
Adjacent Thereto
May 13, 1996

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the Unit-
ed States of America, including section
112(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 (26 U.S.C. 112(c)(3)), June 30, 1996,
as of midnight thereof, is hereby designated
as the date of termination of combatant ac-
tivities in the zone comprised of the area de-
scribed in Executive Order No. 11216 of
April 24, 1965.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
May 13, 1996.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., May 15, 1996]

NOTE: This Executive order was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on May 14, and it
was published in the Federal Register on May 16.

Proclamation 6894—Older
Americans Month, 1996
May 13, 1996

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
America’s high standard of living, ad-

vanced health care system, and commitment
to better nutrition and physical fitness have
allowed millions of our citizens the luxury of
long and fulfilling lives. Because current esti-
mates indicate that one in six Americans will
be 65 or older by the year 2020, our Nation
faces new challenges as we seek to address
the needs of this growing population of sen-
iors.

Fortunately, many of our older Ameri-
cans—who have already led the way in set-
ting a sound course for our country’s fu-
ture—are helping us to meet these new chal-
lenges as well. Having lived through times
of depression and war, peace and prosperity,
they have shaped our progress with their
achievements. The safety net they created—
including Social Security, Medicare, Medic-
aid, and the provisions of the Older Ameri-
cans Act—helps us to honor our debt to sen-
ior citizens and ensures that Americans who
have worked hard throughout their lives can
look forward to a secure retirement.

Each year, we set aside the month of May
as a special time to pay tribute to older Amer-
icans and to affirm our obligation to sustain
and improve their quality of life. The theme
of this year’s observance, ‘‘Aging: A Lifetime
Opportunity,’’ underscores the gifts that
older people offer to our country every day.
Thanks to senior citizens, our communities
are stronger, our Nation is more diverse, and
we are better prepared to meet the chal-
lenges of the next century.

As we celebrate the contributions of all
those in their golden years, let us recognize
that long life is a gift we must cherish and
a responsibility for which we must prepare.
With an eye toward the future and with the
example of today’s seniors firmly before us,
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