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we can prepare for a better tomorrow for
ourselves and for the generations of Ameri-
cans to come.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim May 1996, as
Older Americans Month. I call upon Govern-
ment officials, businesses, communities, vol-
unteers, educators, and all the people of the
United States to acknowledge the contribu-
tions made by older Americans this month
and throughout the year.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this thirteenth day of May, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-six, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
tieth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:54 a.m., May 14, 1996]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on May 14, and it was
published in the Federal Register on May 15.

Proclamation 6895—Peace Officers
Memorial Day and Police Week,
1996
May 13, 1996

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Despite the dangers they face while patrol-

ling our Nation’s cities, neighborhoods, and
highways, America’s law enforcement offi-
cers continue to serve with commitment and
distinction every day. They put themselves
in harm’s way to safeguard our fellow citi-
zens, and their dedication to the rule of law
is essential to maintaining a just and orderly
society. Each year, Police Week is a welcome
opportunity to recognize the brave men and
women of the law enforcement professions,
and on Peace Officers Memorial Day we
pause to honor those who have given their
lives while protecting others.

According to recent figures, 161 law en-
forcement officers were killed in the line of
duty during 1995. And let us not forget the
law enforcement personnel who died in the
bombing of the Alfred P. Murrah Federal
Building in Oklahoma City on April 19—the
single deadliest day in law enforcement his-
tory. Since police deaths were first recorded
in this country, in 1794, more than 14,000
officers have lost their lives working to keep
the peace in our communities. On average,
more than 66,000 are assaulted every year,
and some 24,000 are injured.

To pay tribute to the law enforcement offi-
cers who have made the ultimate sacrifice
for our country and to voice our appreciation
for all those who currently serve on the front
lines of the battle against crime, the Con-
gress, by joint resolution approved October
1, 1962 (76 Stat. 676), has authorized and
requested the President to designate May 15
of each year as ‘‘Peace Officers Memorial
Day,’’ and the week in which it falls as ‘‘Po-
lice Week,’’ and by Public Law 103–322 (36
U.S.C. 175) has directed that the flag be
flown at half-staff on Peace Officers Memo-
rial Day.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim May 15, 1996, as Peace
Officers Memorial Day, and May 12 through
May 18, 1996, as Police Week. I call upon
the people of the United States to observe
these occasions with appropriate ceremonies,
activities, and programs. I also request the
Governors of the United States and the Com-
monwealth of Puerto Rico, and the appro-
priate officials of all units of government, to
direct that the flag be flown at half-staff on
Peace Officers Memorial Day on all build-
ings, grounds, and naval vessels throughout
the United States and all areas under its juris-
diction and control. In addition, I invite all
Americans to display the flag at half-staff
from their homes on that day.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this thirteenth day of May, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-six, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
tieth.

William J. Clinton
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[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:55 a.m., May 14, 1996]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on May 14, and it was
published in the Federal Register on May 15.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Budget Deferral
May 14, 1996

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with the Congressional

Budget and Impoundment Control Act of
1974, I herewith report one revised deferral
of budgetary resources, totaling $1.4 billion.
The deferral affects the International Secu-
rity Assistance program.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
May 14, 1996.

Remarks in a Teleconference
Announcing Community Policing
Grants
May 15, 1996

The President. Hello.
Mayor Willie Brown. Mr. President,

Willie Brown, California.
The President. Hello, Mayor.
Mayor Brown. How are you?
The President. You’re getting good press

over here on the East Coast. [Laughter]
Mayor Brown. You’re getting better press

than I’m getting.
The President. I don’t know about that.

Well, I’m glad you’re all on the phone. As
I think you know, today we are providing
more law enforcement dollars to more com-
munities than on any other single day in the
history of this country. And in addition to
all of you, I’m also here with your colleague,
John Norquist, the Mayor of Milwaukee. He
happened to be in town today, so I asked
him to come in and sit with me as I announce
that today we are putting almost 9,000 new
police officers on the street.

Mayor Brown. Outstanding.
The President. That will bring our total

to 43,000 new police officers since I signed
the crime bill into law just 20 months ago.

That means we’re running well ahead of
schedule in reaching our goal of putting
100,000 new police officers on the street.

This afternoon, I will attend the annual
ceremony at the Peace Officers Memorial,
and we will honor the memory of the 161
officers who were killed in the line of duty
last year. We now, on this schedule that we’re
on, we are not only well ahead of schedule,
we were prepared to put 100,000 police on
the street in 5 years. We’re now at 43,000
in 20 months. We’re also under budget, and
it’s helping all of you to make our streets
safer and to decrease crime.

We have just learned, I’m sure all of you
know, that serious crimes have decreased for
the 4th year in a row, including an 8 percent
drop in the murder rate. Community policing
has a lot to do with this, and I congratulate
all of you who have, each in your own way,
implemented it, helping to get officers back
on the street and involved in the community
and working as positive role models and pre-
venting crime as well as catching criminals.

And I want to pledge to you that I will
continue to work with you and continue to
challenge the American people to work with
you. When I was at Penn State last week de-
livering the commencement address, I urged
the American people to join neighborhood
crime watch groups and to do other things
that would support community policing. And
I hope that we will see a big increase in the
number of citizens who are supporting our
common efforts now.

Let me call on a couple of you, starting
with Mayor Riordan. I know your community
policing efforts have made a big difference,
especially your public-private partnership en-
couraging businesses to play a role in keeping
communities safer. And I’m glad that you will
be getting 710 new officers.

Mayor?

[Mayor Richard Riordan of Los Angeles, CA,
thanked the President for his vote of con-
fidence in their police department and ex-
plained how the increase in officers and com-
munity policing programs have helped to
prevent and fight crime in his city.]

The President Thank you very much. And
I appreciate that, Mayor Riordan. I appre-
ciate what you’re doing.
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