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utive Order No. 12170 continue to play an
important role in structuring our relationship
with Iran and in enabling the United States
to implement properly the Algiers Accords.
I shall continue to exercise the powers at my
disposal to deal with these problems and will
continue to report periodically to the Con-
gress on significant developments.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
May 16, 1996.

Remarks at the Inter-American
Dialogue Dinner
May 16, 1996

Please, sit down and relax. Thank you.
Good evening, ladies and gentlemen. Thank
you for the very warm welcome. To our dis-
tinguished head table guests, former Sec-
retary-General Javier Perez de Cuellar,
President Arias, Secretary Vance, Minister
Lampreia, President Iglesias, Mr. Ambas-
sador. To Peter Bell and Alejandro Foxley;
my good friend and adviser on Latin Amer-
ica, Mack McLarty; Peter Hakim, and of
course, to our distinguished friend, Mr.
Linowitz.

For 14 years, the Inter-American Dialogue
has played a leading role in framing the de-
bate on issues that really matter to the peo-
ples of our hemisphere. As we enter a period
of even closer cooperation in the Americas,
I’m delighted that the Inter-American Dia-
logue is also intensifying its work.

I’m especially pleased that you’re carrying
forward your efforts with the creation of the
Inter-American Dialogue’s Saul Linowitz
Forum. By honoring Saul you have paid a
fitting tribute to the extraordinary, extraor-
dinary service that this great American and
citizen of the world has rendered. In a life-
time devoted to the public, Ambassador
Linowitz has helped to foster peace, coopera-
tion and partnership between the United
States, the nations of the Americas and other
nations around the world.

Saul has led here at home as well, working
to confront the problems of racism, urban
decay, and poverty. And he’s called his own

profession of law to a higher sense of duty.
As the chair emeritus to the Inter-American
Dialogue, he continues to make a difference,
to promote the exchange and understanding
that we need to bring our hemisphere closer
together so that all of our people are more
prosperous and secure.

In 1967, Saul Linowitz organized the Unit-
ed States participation in the Punta del Este
Summit which became the model of the
Summit of the Americas that we held in
Miami in 1994 that Mr. McLarty and Hattie
Babbitt and so many others in this room in
our administration worked so very hard on.

At the Miami summit, the nations of our
hemisphere agreed on the challenges we
must face together, in opening our markets,
strengthening our democracies, protecting
our shared environment against pollution.
And we developed a program to do all that
and more so that our region can become
more prosperous, more secure, and our free-
dom wider, broader, and deeper.

In an important way, the Inter-American
Dialogue helped to define the goals we set
at the Summit of the Americas. And as now
we look toward the next century, I’m glad
the Saul Linowitz Forum will help to focus
our discussions and our actions.

I thank you all for all you have done to
help define and shape the currents that flow
deeper today in our hemisphere because of
your work: democracy, market economics,
justice, and growing partnership. I thank you
all, and I especially thank Saul Linowitz.

Thank you, ladies and gentlemen.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:13 p.m. in the
Hall of the Americas at the Organization of Amer-
ican States. In his remarks, he referred to former
President of Costa Rica Oscar Arias; former U.S.
Secretary of State Cyrus Vance; Minister of For-
eign Affairs Luiz Lampreia of Brazil; Enrique
Iglesias, president, Inter-American Development
Bank; Ambassador Harriet C. Babbitt, Organiza-
tion of American States; Peter Bell and Alejandro
Foxley, co-chairs, and Peter Hakim, president,
Inter-American Dialogue; and former Ambas-
sador Saul Linowitz, Organization of American
States.
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Remarks at the Congressional Asian-
Pacific American Caucus Institute
Dinner
May 16, 1996

Thank you, Admiral, for that wonderful in-
troduction. And I want to thank Tamlyn
Tomita and Garrett Wang, your co-emcees,
for standing up here with me. I made them
come out. I said, I want you to stand up here
with me because you make me look young
and fresh and alive. [Laughter] So I thank
them for doing that. To Gloria Caoile, your
dinner chair; Francey Youngberg, your exec-
utive director; Rona Figueroa, and all the
Members of Congress who are here. And a
couple of former Members of Congress who
are here, my good friend, Norm Mineta, who
is being honored tonight, and Frank Horton,
who was the primary sponsor of the bill creat-
ing Asian-Pacific Heritage Month. I thank
you, sir.

I don’t know how many Members of Con-
gress are here. I saw Congressman
Underwood, Congressman Abercrombie,
Congresswoman Pelosi, and I know Con-
gressman Matsui is here—or Doris would
stop speaking to him. So however many
Members of Congress who are here, I’m de-
lighted to join you tonight.

I was honored to be here last year at your
inaugural dinner. I’m proud of what we have
accomplished together since then. More than
anything else tonight I would like to say a
simple thank you—thank you on behalf of
the United States for the many contributions
that the 9 million Americans who trace their
roots to Asia and the islands of the Pacific
make to our country every day. And thank
you, particularly to those of you and those
whom you represent throughout this country
who have participated in the efforts of our
administration and without whom we would
not have been able to accomplish much of
what has been done.

As we debate the issue of immigration
again this year, we should never forget that
America is a great country because we have
welcomed successive generations of immi-
grants to our shores. Because we are a nation
of laws we should do everything we can and
we should do more than we have to, to stop
illegal immigration. I have done more than

has previously been done. But we should
avoid bashing immigrants. We are nearly, all
of us, immigrants or the children or grand-
children or great-grandchildren of immi-
grants. The Native Americans were here first,
and I think they crossed an ice cap to get
here.

This is a country founded on a certain set
of ideas, a certain set of values, a certain set
of principles. And anybody willing to em-
brace them, to work hard to make the most
of their own lives, to be responsible, can be
an American citizen. That is the special thing
about the United States, and we should never
forget it.

I have been especially fortunate to have
so many people from the Asian-Pacific Amer-
ican community in our administration, more
than 170 all told, more than any previous ad-
ministration, and I am grateful. When I took
office I learned that it had been 14 years
since the last Asian-American had been nom-
inated to the Federal bench. I have nomi-
nated four, and I’m proud of every one of
them.

I almost hate to start with this, but there
are a few Asian-Americans I would feel bad
if I didn’t mention tonight who have been
part of this administration: I thank my Dep-
uty Assistant for Public Liaison, Doris Mat-
sui, who made sure I came tonight; Barbara
Chow, Special Assistant for Legislative Af-
fairs; Maria Haley, Director of the Export-
Import Bank; Ginger Lew, the Deputy Ad-
ministrator at SBA; Valerie Lau at Treasury;
David Tseng at Labor; Raj Anand at Agri-
culture; T.S. Chung at Commerce; Dang
Pham at Education; Dennis Hayashi at HHS;
Will Itoh, now our Ambassador to Thailand,
formerly on my National Security Council
staff; and Stuart Ishimaru at Justice. Those
are a few of the people who serve you every
day in the Clinton administration.

Three and a half years ago when I took
the Oath of Office, I did so with a clear vision
of what I hoped our country could be like
as we move into the 21st century. I wanted
this to be a country where every person,
without regard to race or gender or income,
would have a chance to live out his or her
dreams. I wanted this to be a country where
we were coming together around our basic
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