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care infrastructure was collapsing under the
sudden and intense burden posed by the
AIDS epidemic. Many individuals with HIV
disease were not receiving needed health
care and support services. States, cities, and
individual service providers were struggling
to provide care for the growing numbers of
people with HIV disease who increasingly
came from disenfranchised groups, with little
or no income, and no health insurance or
other sources of support to pay for needed
care.

Today more than 300,000 people receive
services under the various programs sup-
ported by the Ryan White CARE Act. These
services range from direct provision of out-
patient primary care to supportive services
that permit people with HIV and AIDS to
continue living productive, independent
lives. Since the original enactment of the
Ryan White CARE Act 6 years ago, the num-
ber of cities eligible for special assistance has
grown from 16 to 49, reflecting the growth
in the number of people needing services.

Despite this harsh reality, the investment
in research to find a treatment and cure for
HIV disease is making progress. The rapid
approval of a new class of anti-HIV therapies
offers new hope that this virus can be held
in check for extended periods of time. As
soon as we learned of the benefits of these
new therapies, I proposed—and the Con-
gress then passed—a $52 million Budget
Amendment for fiscal year 1996 so people
with HIV could purchase these and other
medications. We have also learned that by
administering the drug AZT, we can reduce
the transmission of HIV infection from moth-
ers to infants by approximately two-thirds.

The Ryan White CARE Act provides the
mechanisms and the resources to translate
these and other research advances into prac-
tice by providing access to state of the art
health care for thousands of Americans living
with HIV and AIDS. The AIDS Drug Assist-
ance Program, funded under Title II of the
Ryan White CARE Act, will help make life-
saving and life-extending treatments avail-
able to people who could not otherwise af-
ford them. The implementation of the vol-
untary prenatal counseling and testing guide-
lines through Ryan White funded programs

should dramatically reduce transmission of
HIV infection to unborn babies.

There is a long way to go toward finding
a cure or a vaccine for HIV and AIDS. Until
then, the Ryan White CARE Act programs
will continue to help people with HIV dis-
ease get the care-related services they need.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
May 20, 1996.

NOTE: S. 641, approved May 20, was assigned
Public Law No. 104–146.

Proclamation 6899—World Trade
Week, 1996
May 20, 1996

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
International commerce is vital to domes-

tic economic growth—perhaps more so now
than at any other time in recent U.S. history.
Our Nation’s prosperity depends in large part
on our ability to develop and produce high-
quality products, identify and open markets,
and promote American goods and services
across the globe. The U.S. jobs supported by
exports are increasingly important, paying an
average of 13 percent more than other posi-
tions and accounting for nearly one out of
ten American workers and one in five of
those in the manufacturing sector. The
theme of this year’s World Trade Week,
‘‘Winning with Exports,’’ is an invitation and
a challenge to U.S. firms to reap the benefits
of doing business abroad.

My Administration has developed a Na-
tional Export Strategy that places special em-
phasis on helping small- and medium-sized
companies seize trade opportunities. As part
of this plan, we have created a country-wide
network of U.S. Export Assistance Centers
to provide information and capital to busi-
nesses seeking to expand. The results speak
for themselves; in 1995, actions taken by
Centers like those in Chicago and Baltimore
dramatically increased the number of U.S.
firms entering new markets and boosting ex-
port sales.
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Trade is also a means of fostering under-
standing and stability around the world, help-
ing our Nation to build partnerships founded
on mutual prosperity. American commerce
and investments are strengthening new de-
mocracies whose viability depends on eco-
nomic growth and raised standards of living.
From South Africa, to Central Europe, the
Baltic States, Russia, Ukraine, and the Newly
Independent States, exporting is allowing our
country to play a pivotal role in settling and
solidifying crucial foreign markets. Trade is
also essential to troubled regions such as the
Middle East, Northern Ireland, and Bosnia,
where job creation and economic improve-
ments play an important role in efforts to
achieve peace.

As we observe World Trade Week, 1996,
let us strive to give our Nation’s exporters
every opportunity to sell products freely and
fairly and help our companies to meet the
challenge of exploring markets abroad. Their
efforts to maintain efficient, high-quality pro-
duction and to promote American goods and
services to an international clientele will lead
to a stronger economy and a brighter future
for us all.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim May 19 through
May 25, 1996, as World Trade Week. I call
upon the people of the United States to ob-
serve this week with ceremonies, activities,
and programs that celebrate the potential of
international trade.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twentieth day of May, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-six, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
tieth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:58 a.m., May 21, 1996]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on May 22.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Reporting on the Deployment of U.S.
Forces in Liberia
May 20, 1996

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
On April 11, 1996, I reported that U.S.

military forces equipped for combat had en-
tered Monrovia, Liberia, for the purpose of
evacuating American citizens and certain
third-country nationals from that strife-torn
city. This letter is provided, consistent with
the War Powers Resolution, to update the
Congress on the continued deployment of
U.S. forces, including the response by those
forces to several isolated attacks on the
American Embassy complex on April 30,
1996, and May 6, 1996.

As of this date, U.S. forces have evacuated
over 2,300 persons from Monrovia, including
over 470 American citizens. The U.S. Special
Operations and U.S. Army Europe forces
that conducted the initial evacuations have
been replaced by U.S. Marines assigned to
a Marine Amphibious Ready Group offshore
in the immediate vicinity of Monrovia. Ap-
proximately 280 Marines and other U.S. mili-
tary personnel from the total U.S. force of
2,500 are currently ashore at the American
Embassy complex. In addition to protecting
American lives and property at the Embassy
complex, the mission of these forces is to
maintain the capability to conduct further
evacuations if circumstances warrant.

On April 30, 1996, three separate attacks
occurred against the American Embassy
complex reportedly involving fighters from
several factions. In the first encounter, a U.S.
Marine was grazed by a round fired by one
of the attackers. The Marines did not return
fire, and the injured Marine was able to re-
turn to duty on the same day. In the second
attack, a Marine was struck by plywood splin-
ters dislodged by an incoming round. During
this attack, the Marines returned fire, killing
two or more attackers. During the final en-
counter, approximately 40 to 50 attackers,
while apparently engaged in a pursuit of
fighters from another faction, fired on the
Marines. After the Marines returned fire,
one of the attackers fired again. The Marines
again returned fire, this time killing two or
more attackers.
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