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Correction to Volume 32—Number 17

Editor’s Note: The following news conference was not received by the Office of the Federal
Register for publication in the appropriate issue. The following is the text of the President’s
news conference, designated No. 125.

The President’s News Conference in
Moscow, Russia
April 20, 1996

The President. I would like to begin my
remarks by thanking President Yeltsin for his
leadership in first initiating and then hosting
this conference. The work that we all did
here in Moscow, for me, is a part of my most
important duty as President, increasing the
safety and security of the American people.

At this nuclear summit, we have done that
by reducing the grave dangers posed by nu-
clear weapons and the materials used to build
them. The steps we have taken here today
and the foundation of cooperation we’ve set
for the future will make not only the Amer-
ican people but people all over the world
more secure.

First, we resolved to complete a true zero
yield comprehensive test ban treaty this year.
Never before have all our nations joined as
one and embraced this goal which would ban
any nuclear explosion, including weapons test
explosions. American leaders since Presi-
dents Eisenhower and Kennedy have sought
a comprehensive test ban to help stop the
spread of nuclear weapons and to strengthen
the security of the United States and nations
throughout the world.

Today, because of the progress made here
in Moscow, we are closer to this goal than
at any time since the dawn of the nuclear
age. Our work will speed progress on the
treaty which we hope to sign in September
at the United Nations. With more hard work
we can soon see the day when no nuclear
weapons are detonated anywhere on the face
of the Earth.

In this time of rapid technological change
and increasingly open borders, one of the
greatest dangers we face is the possibility of
nuclear materials falling into the wrong
hands. Today we agreed to work together
more closely than ever to prevent that from
happening. We will strengthen safeguards on
fissile materials and components that might
be used to build a bomb. We have created
a joint program to fight trafficking in these
materials by dramatically increasing coopera-
tion among our nations’ law enforcement,
customs, and intelligence authorities.

Preventing the spread of nuclear material
is a global problem that demands global co-
operation. We want to enlist others in this
effort as well. Already Ukraine has endorsed
the program adopted here. We invite other
nations to do the same and to join us in this
crucial work.

We also took steps to make the civilian use
of nuclear energy safer. The 10th anniversary
of Chernobyl is only a few days off. We’re
determined to do more to increase reactor
safety and prevent another tragedy from hap-
pening. We reaffirmed our agreement with
President Kuchma to close Chernobyl by the
year 2000, and we’ll work to end the dump-
ing of nuclear materials in oceans.

All our efforts here have been driven by
a single principle: When we use nuclear en-
ergy, our first and highest priority must be
safety.

From the beginning, it has been a crucial
goal, a central goal of my Presidency to fur-
ther reduce the nuclear threat. I’m proud of
what we’ve achieved so far. Because of my
agreement with President Yeltsin, for the
first time since the dawn of the nuclear age,
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