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help us to do it with a clear head and a strong
heart. And for that, I thank you very much.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:20 p.m. in the
Grand Ballroom at the Navy Pier. In his remarks,
he referred to Leslie Fox, executive director, Chi-
cago ’96, host committee for the 1996 Democratic
Convention; Richard C. Notebaert, cochair, Chi-
cago ’96; John Stroger, president, Cook County
Board of Commissioners; Avis LaVelle, former
press secretary to Mayor Daley; and Democratic
fundraiser Amy Zisook. A tape was not available
for verification of the content of these remarks.

Remarks to the National Education
Association
July 3, 1996

Well, thank you for that wonderful wel-
come. And thank you for our good spirit and
your enthusiasm. And I want you to keep it
all the way to November.

Ladies and gentlemen, I’d like to begin by
thanking Keith Geiger for 7 magnificent
years of leadership for the teachers of Amer-
ica. He has been a great leader, a true cham-
pion for educational reform. And I was more
moved than I can say by the kind words he
spoke before I came out.

I’m sorry that we’re a little late, but I un-
derstand that our security precautions de-
layed your voting. [Laughter] I’m sorry for
that, but I do want to congratulate Bob Chase
and all of you who will be leading the NEA.

I also want to thank our Secretary of Edu-
cation, Dick Riley, who came over here with
me. I believe he is the best Secretary of Edu-
cation we ever had, and I thank him for that.
I also want to thank Dick Riley for having
what at the time was a novel idea. He thought
he ought to have an actual teacher working
with him in the Secretary’s office. And she’s
here today. I want to thank Terry Dozier for
leaving the classroom and coming to work
with Secretary Riley.

I’d like to thank the NEA for sending Shar-
on Robinson, our Assistant Secretary for
Educational Research and Improvement, to
our administration. And I also want to thank
you for Debra DeLee who’s done a great job
managing our convention in Chicago and get-
ting ready for this great new campaign.

Four years ago I had the pleasure of ad-
dressing this assembly. And when I looked
at the film that you just showed back stage,
I saw that address and I said, ‘‘Gosh, I had
a lot less gray hair then.’’ [Laughter] Well,
I earned that gray hair. [Laughter] But if it
advanced the cause of education and insured
a better future for the children of our coun-
try, every gray hair was worth it. And I thank
you for staying with us in these fights.

As teachers, administrators, custodial
workers, the members of the NEA are out
there every day working with and for our
children. I thank you for that. And today, I
want to talk to you about where we’re going
from here.

Four years ago, when you endorsed my
candidacy, I told you that I was running be-
cause I wanted to see a vision I had of our
country in the 21st century fulfilled. I wanted
our Nation to go into the next century with
the American dream genuinely alive for
every American without regard to race or
gender or religion or region or the station
that he or she starts our in life. I wanted
to see our country come together instead of
be driven apart by our differences. I was tired
of seeing the American people cut up into
little pieces at election time for short-term
political gain, instead of reveling in our diver-
sity, respecting our differences, and joining
hands around shared values. And I wanted
to restore the sense of community in Amer-
ica.

And I, finally, felt very strong that our
country, at the end of the cold war and the
dawn of this new global information age, had
to continue to be the world’s strongest force
for peace and freedom and prosperity. I had
a simple strategy. I wanted to renew the basic
bargain in America of opportunity for all, re-
sponsibility from all, and a commitment to
the community of our country, the idea that
we can do more together than we can apart.

Well, we’ve been working on that for 31⁄2
years. I guess it’s about time for a report card
before we make a decision on contract re-
newal. I want to talk about three things here:
the record, the alternative, and the future.

When I became President, our economy
was stagnant. We had the slowest job growth
since the Depression. We had a spiraling def-
icit. I said, ‘‘Please enact this economic plan,’’
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to Congress. ‘‘We’ll cut the deficit in half and
produce 8 million jobs in 4 years.’’ Well, you
know what the Republicans did. They all
voted against it and said it would bring on
a recession. Well, they were wrong, and we
were right. In 31⁄2 years, we now know the
deficit will be cut by more than 50 percent
in 4 years. And instead of 8 million new jobs,
our economy has produced 9.7 million new
jobs in 31⁄2 years.

I asked the Congress to pass a crime bill
with 100,000 new police officers, a ban on
assault weapons, more funds for punishment
and prisons, but more funds for prevention,
too; to allow children to do something con-
structive after school and on the weekends,
and to help them pay for summer jobs in
communities that couldn’t afford it.

The leadership of the other party fought
us every step of the way on that and on the
Brady bill. They told a lot of people out in
the rural areas of our country who love to
hunt that their weapons would be in danger
if our dangerous proposals passed, and that
nothing would be done to lower the crime
rate. Well, we had a couple of years to see
now. Do you know that we had two deer sea-
sons in my home State and two duck seasons,
and every single hunter is still shooting with
the same rifle they had before the Brady bill
and the assault weapons ban passed? They
did not tell them the truth.

But there are some people who didn’t get
guns: 60,000 felons, fugitives, and stalkers
did not get guns under the Brady bill. They
were wrong, and we were right about that.

In 1996 the crime rate will go down for
the 4th year in a row in America because
we’re putting more police officers on the
street, working with communities, helping
kids, giving people something to say yes to,
preventing crime as well as catching crimi-
nals. They were wrong about that, too. We
need to keep on going ’til we put all those
police officers on the street.

When it came to welfare reform, I said
we ought to move people from welfare to
work, but we should be good to the children
and tough on the work requirements, not
easy on work and tough on the kids. That’s
the fight I had with the majority in Congress
today, and why I vetoed what they call wel-
fare reform. They said we couldn’t do it. But

we have now given over 60—60 permissions
for experiments to over 40 States. Three-
quarters of the people in this country on wel-
fare are already under welfare reform experi-
ments. And you know what? Child support
enforcement has gone up 40 percent since
I have been in office, and there are 1.3 mil-
lion fewer people on welfare today than there
were the day I took the oath of office.

When it came to families and commu-
nities, it seemed to me what we had to do
was to make it possible for more people to
succeed at home and at work. Most parents
are working people today, and most people
who work have to work to support their chil-
dren. We ought to be struggling to make it
possible for people to succeed at home and
at work. So we cut incomes taxes for 15 mil-
lion hard-pressed working families, so that
no one who works full time and has a child
in the home would be in poverty. We passed
the family and medical leave law so people
could get a little time off when a baby was
born or a family member was sick.

And guess what? Poverty began to go
down for the first time in many years. And
for the first time in a decade average wages
are going up. So I believe we’re moving this
country in the right direction.

Perhaps most important, as the film and
as your speakers have said, thanks to the
Congress that was in place in 1993 and 1994,
we expanded Head Start dramatically, passed
the Goals 2000 program, reformed chapter
one, passed the school-to-work program, ex-
panded Pell grants, passed the direct college
loan program, which cut the cost and im-
proved the repayment terms so that no per-
son should ever fail to go to college because
they were worried about the burden of the
loans they would owe afterwards.

These things have made a real difference.
And we passed a national service program
that has allowed 45,000 young people to earn
some money for college by serving their com-
munities all across the United States. That’s
the first element of the contract evaluation.
We had a strategy; it was implemented; the
results were good.

The second thing I want to say is that when
you’re fixing to hire somebody, there’s always
the question of, well, if you don’t hire this
person, who will you hire? And in this case,
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the happy choice for America’s educators, for
America’s parents, and for all American citi-
zens is you don’t have to guess in this elec-
tion. There is no guesswork.

You know what both parties will do. You
know what both candidates will do. They’ve
already put their program in. It’d be the law
today, except I vetoed it. If you want it, you
can get it. Give them the White House and
the Congress; it will be the law of the land
in 6 months.

You think about that. You just think about
that. [Laughter] If you want, for example, to
back away from our commitment to 100,000
police, you want to repeal the assault weap-
ons ban, you want to undermine protection
for the environment and safety in the work-
place, and make it easier for corporations to
raid their employees’ pension funds—if those
are the things that you want, you can have
it. Just give them the Congress and the White
House, and they’ll give it to you. They already
tried to do it once. We stopped them, and
we will stop them again.

If you believe we ought to drastically cut
or eliminate all these education reforms,
even the Eisenhower Professional Develop-
ment Program, which you have continued to
support in your own way, and I congratulate
you on your commitment to that, well, you
can get that. Give them the White House
and the Congress, and they’ll give it to you.
They tried once, and we stopped them. If
you want, in other words, people who believe
it was a mistake to pass the family and medi-
cal leave law, a mistake to pass the Brady
bill, a mistake to pass the crime bill, a mistake
to pass the economic program, you can have
it.

But that is the choice. And let’s not be
muddle-headed about this. We now have the
evidence. The American people can simply
choose. One position is the one that I em-
brace and that virtually all the members of
our party embrace who are running for the
Congress. And that is that the American peo-
ple should have opportunity, not guarantees
but opportunity, to make the most of their
own lives if they’re willing to be responsible
for it. That is the clear understanding that
we become a greater country when we work
together. The other side says, Government
is always the problem, and you’re better off

if you’re on your own. I think that we’re right,
and they’re wrong. But the American people
are being given the chance to decide, and
you have to help them make that decision.

Finally, there is the third element of the
contract decision and maybe the most impor-
tant, and that is, so what if you did a good
job, that’s what we hired you for. [Laughter]
What are you going to do tomorrow and next
year and for the next 4 years? And that’s very
important, because while things are better
now than they were 4 years ago, this country
still has significant challenges. The crime rate
is down, but juvenile crime is up. The econ-
omy is up, but not every American who works
is up. The country is closer to peace than
it was, but as we saw again last week, we
still face the problems of terrorism, orga-
nized crime, the proliferation of dangerous
weapons. And we have to work together with
our friends around the world to continue to
push for peace and freedom.

So what about the next 4 years? Well,
there’s plenty to do, folks. In the area of the
economy, unless we can get this Congress
to act, we’ve got to raise the minimum wage.
We can’t let it fall to a 40-year low, it’s not
right.

Yesterday I was in Chicago, and I had an
occasion to go to Grant Park to that great
Taste of Chicago festival they have every
year. I hated this, I had to go from food booth
to food booth to food booth. [Laughter] And
it was a burden, but someone had to do it.
[Laughter] But anyway, I was at one of these
booths talking to the folks who work there,
and this young woman looked at me and she
said, ‘‘You know, I really appreciate the fact
that you’re trying to raise the minimum wage,
and I hear these people who are opposed
to it say everybody in the minimum wage is
some middle class kid living at home with
his parents.’’ And she said, ‘‘Let me tell you
something: I’m a 28-year-old single mother
with two children, I work for the minimum
wage, and I go to college at night, and it’s
not true and I need a raise.’’ And that’s the
truth. And we need to do it.

We need to pass the Kennedy-Kassebaum
bill so that people don’t lose their health in-
surance when they change jobs or someone
in their family has been sick. We need to
pass a real welfare reform bill that is tough
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on work but good to kids, that lifts up families
and enables people to succeed at home and
at work. That’s what we want for everybody.

We need to finish the job of putting
100,000 police on our streets, because we’re
not through. The crime rate is still too high,
and it will be too high until you go home
at night, turn on the television, and you’re
genuinely surprised if the lead story on your
evening news is the latest terrible crime. I
want you to be surprised about it again, and
we can bring that kind of safety back to
America if we work at it.

We need to pass ‘‘family leave II’’ and give
working people the opportunity to have more
flexible work hours and let people take a little
time off not just when a baby’s born or when
there’s a family emergency, but also to take
their parents or their kids to regular doctor’s
appointment and to go to parent-teacher
conferences at the school.

And in education we have a lot to do to-
gether. I am committed to see every class-
room and library in every school in this coun-
try hooked up to the Internet by the year
2000, and we’re going to keep doing it.

I want to thank our teachers who are work-
ing—100,000 of them—with the support of
the NEA and other groups, to teach another
500,000 teachers in what they call the 21st
Century Teachers Effort, to be the kind of
teachers who can make maximum use of the
new technology going into the classrooms.
We need to do that.

We need to make college education even
more available. That’s why I proposed a
$10,000 tax deduction per year for the cost
of college tuition. That’s the right kind of tax
cut, and it would help a lot of teachers who
are parents.

But I think we should do even more. I
believe if you look at all the evidence, it is
clear that it is simply not enough to have a
high school education if you want to get a
good job with a growing income. And I be-
lieve the time has come to make 2 years of
education after high school just as universal
as a high school education is.

I believe the way to do that is to give the
American people a tax credit, every single
person a tax credit of $1,500 a year for the
cost of going to our local community college
and make it refundable so that everybody can

afford to go. Give it to everybody the first
year; give it to everybody that keeps a B aver-
age the second year; let everybody at least
have access to a diploma from a community
college, and we will raise incomes in this
country and bring this country together. It
is the right thing to do. [Applause] Thank
you.

I believe that we should do even more for
people who are in the work force. I proposed,
with the help of the Secretary of Labor and
the Secretary of Education, that we take 70
big Federal job training programs and con-
solidate them and put them into a block of
money and give people who are unemployed
or underemployed a certificate that basically
says, you can take this to your local commu-
nity college or to any training facility you
want for up to 2 years. If you lose your job,
you can immediately begin to get retraining
at the place of your choice in your commu-
nity that will help you the most to start your
life again.

I also think we need to do more to help
you in your work. I think we should. I want
you to understand that if the budget process
this year works out like it did last year—I
hope it won’t; I’m working hard with the
Congress—but I am not going to tolerate an
assault on the fundamental structure of edu-
cational opportunity and educational excel-
lence in this country. It is wrong. It is wrong.

We have to do more to help you to make
schools safe and going to and from school
safe. We have worked hard, but still no teach-
er should ever fear when he or she is in the
classroom or going to and from school. No
student should be so afraid that they cannot
learn. And we work very hard to preserve
funding for the Safe and Drug-Free Schools
program, to enforce our zero tolerance for
guns in the schools policy. And we will con-
tinue to work to help schools deal with the
problems that they face every day, that teach-
ers face every day, and to try to find opportu-
nities to bring people together.

Last year, I had the opportunity to work
with the Secretary of Education and the Jus-
tice Department on a set of guidelines to
schools to deal with the complex questions
that often arise when children seek to prac-
tice or at least express their religious convic-
tions. We didn’t want to turn our schools into
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religion-free zones, and we didn’t want to
violate the first amendment. Because of the
work that Secretary Riley and the Attorney
General did, we have heard from schools all
over America saying, this is not an issue any-
more; we have resolved this; we thank you
very much. And I hope it has helped you
in your school.

We said to people in California and around
the country who wanted to try experimenting
with school uniforms, ‘‘Well, they did it in
Long Beach, and you can do it, too, if you
want to do it.’’ And I went to Long Beach,
California, and I heard young people tell me
amazing stories about this. A young man
stood up and said, ‘‘We picked our uniforms
in our school. We picked green and white
because the gang colors are red and blue.
And for the first time, all our kids can now
walk to and from school, and they’re not
scared anymore.’’ He said, ‘‘It’s the first time
in 2 years, I can walk to school without having
to look over my shoulder.’’

I had another young woman say that even
the wealthiest kids in the school district were
better off after they adopted their policy be-
cause now, people judged themselves based
on what was on the inside instead of what
was on the outside. I thought it was pretty
perceptive. It may or may not be the right
thing to do. But I sure think you ought to
have the right to do it.

We have worked hard with other commu-
nities to develop community curfews. One
of our suburban communities here in the
Washington area adopted one just last week.
I was in New Orleans talking about the com-
munity curfew there. There was a huge drop,
a huge drop in juvenile crime in the city of
New Orleans after they adopted their cur-
fews. Kids don’t need to be out on the street
at all hours of the night, they need to be
home or in a secure place.

And by the way, the thing I really liked
about what they did in New Orleans is that
they didn’t punish people who were on the
streets. They took them to a community cur-
few center, and they started working with
them, and they found out what the children
needed and what they were facing, so that
it would not only have the disciplinary effect
of getting kids off the street, it has the posi-
tive effect of giving at least them a chance

to meet with people who could help them
to put their lives in good order and take it
in the right direction.

Now, I want to propose today one other
thing that I think is quite important, that I
have cared a lot about for a long time. One
of the most important things we can do to
promote learning and to keep our children
safe is the most obvious, old-fashioned thing
that I dealt with when I was in school myself,
back in the dark ages—[laughter]—and that
is to insist that children be in school and not
on the streets.

Truancy is a warning signal that a child
is in trouble and is often a gateway to crime.
The difference between success and failure
in life for our children is whether they’re
learning on the streets or in the school where
they belong. The street is not an acceptable
alternative to the classroom.

When I was Governor we actually passed
a bill which made it possible for local com-
munities to fine parents if they refused to
show up at parent-teacher conferences or
permitted their children to be chronically ab-
sent. I know the NEA has called for Federal
action to crack down on truancy. So I want
to tell you about two things that we’re doing
in response to the call that you issued. First,
earlier today I directed the Department of
Education to send this manual—I don’t know
if you can see it; it says, ‘‘Manual to Combat
Truancy’’—to every school district in Amer-
ica. It shows that when parents are held ac-
countable and when communities come to-
gether, you can do something about this
problem.

In Milwaukee, for example, attendance is
taken at every period in all high schools. Po-
lice pick up truants and take them to counsel-
ling, again not just negative but positive. Par-
ents are called at home if their child did not
attend school. Daytime burglaries: down by
one third.

In Atlantic County, New Jersey—[ap-
plause]. I’d say that’s the highest density of
teachers per capita in America based on the
cheers there. Listen to this. In Atlantic Coun-
ty, New Jersey, families of truants receive in-
tensive counseling, and the vast majority of
the students wind up going back to school.

In New Haven, middle school truants go
before a panel of high school students. This
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is very interesting. In New Haven, middle
school students go before a panel of high
school students and have to sign responsibil-
ity contracts.

So these are good things to do. The Fed-
eral Government should not decide what to
do; we should help you determine what
you’re going to do. We should support you
when you do it. We should make sure it’s
legally defensible. And we should encourage
every community to do the same thing to put
our children back in school.

Yesterday Secretary Riley announced that
he would give a total of $10 million to 25
school districts to help them keep their chil-
dren in school. This is a beginning. But I
want you to know because of what you and
others in education have said to me all across
the country, this will become a national prior-
ity, and we will keep at it with you until we
turn this issue around. And I thank you for
that.

Now, those are the three points I want to
make. One, when you helped me and Al
Gore and indeed our entire administration
family—and by the way, I wish the First Lady
were here, but she’s in Central Europe today,
representing the cause of freedom, and I
thank you for that. When you helped us, we
said, ‘‘We have a vision for what we want
our country to look like in this extraordinary
era of possibility. We have a strategy to
achieve that vision.’’ Well, 31⁄2 years later, we
did what we said we’d do, or we got caught
trying. [Laughter] The results have been
positive. Second, there’s a clear difference
here. And third, we’ve got good ideas for the
future, and a lot of work still to do.

Now, what I want you to think about as
I leave—we’ve had a great time today, and
I loved all the cheering and the shouting, and
it made chills run up and down my spine
and kind of got me in the humor for the next
3 or 4 months to do what we have to do.
And I thank you for that.

But this is what we used to call back home,
preaching to the saved. [Laughter] And
there’s something to be said for that, but it’s
not enough. And I want you to take just one
moment to be serious before I go. I want
you to just ask yourself, now or when you
leave, to take a few moments to think about
everything you can think about about your

country today, all the good and the things
that you think are not so good, and then say,
‘‘What would I like America to look like when
my children or my grandchildren are my age?
What do I want America to be like 20, 30,
40, 50 years from now?’’

We are going to walk across a bridge into
the next country beginning with this election.
And it’s not like 1992 where you can say
credibly, this is change against the status quo.
That’s not so. There is no status quo option.
These are two very different visions of how
we should walk into the 21st century and
what kind of bridge we should build to go
there. And the decisions we make will pro-
foundly affect what America looks like when
your children and your grandchildren are
your age.

Now, in the end, that matters more than
all the petty concerns we might have. It mat-
ters more than even the immediate and seri-
ous personal concerns we might have. Be-
cause in the end, for the same reason you
decided to commit your careers to education,
our fundamental obligation is to maintain
and strengthen this country. And we have
never been able to do it except by broadening
opportunity and by bringing more and more
people together, by breaking down the bar-
riers of bigotry and prejudice and fear and
bringing this country together in this vast
melting pot of freedom that is the most re-
markable experiment in self-government in
all of human history. We are being given an
historic responsibility now, you and I, to pick
which bridge we’re going to walk into the
21st century. And that will determine what
this country will be like when our children
and grandchildren reach our age.

So, what I want to ask you to do is to go
beyond the preaching to the sage. I want to
ask you to walk out this hall determined, with
all your other responsibilities and all your
other pressures and all the challenges of the
classroom and the schoolhouse, to spend
whatever time you can between now and No-
vember talking to your family, your friends,
people who don’t work with you every day,
people who don’t have the same insight you
may have into what goes on here about these
big questions.

Because I believe with all my heart, if the
American people are given back this choice,
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if they get to look at the big things not the
divisive, distractive, destructive, puny ele-
ments that too often dominate your politics,
the American people will do what they’ve
been doing for over 200 years, they will make
the right decision. And your children and
your grandchildren will be the richer for it.

Thank you. And God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:22 p.m. at the
Washington Convention Center. In his remarks,
he referred to Keith Geiger, outgoing president,
and Bob Chase, incoming president, National
Education Association; and Terry Dozier, former
Teacher of the Year and Special Adviser to the
Secretary of Education.

Statement on Signing the Church
Arson Prevention Act of 1996
July 3, 1996

Today I have signed into law H.R. 3525,
the ‘‘Church Arson Prevention Act of 1996,’’
which will make it easier to prosecute those
who set fire to churches. I applaud the Con-
gress’ swift, unanimous, and bipartisan pas-
sage of this bill. I have signed it promptly
upon its transmittal to me so that the new
law can go into effect as soon as possible,
but I plan to acknowledge the Congress’ role
more formally and discuss the importance of
this measure at an appropriate occasion next
week.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
July 3, 1996.

NOTE: H.R. 3525, approved July 3, was assigned
Public Law No. 104–155.

Statement on the Results of the
Russian Election
July 3, 1996

As we wait to receive the final results of
the Russian elections, and as our Nation pre-
pares to celebrate our own freedom and
independence, I want to recognize the his-
toric significance of what we have seen in
Russia today.

From Vladivostok to Kaliningrad, tens of
millions of Russians returned to the polls to

complete the process of selecting their Presi-
dent. The Russian people can take real pride
in this extraordinary achievement. After cen-
turies of imperial rule and decades of Com-
munist oppression, they have asserted their
right to have a voice in the decisions that
affect their lives. This election process shows
just how far Russia’s political reform has
come over the last 5 years.

The American people can take pride as
well in our steady support for Russia’s demo-
cratic reform. As the results are counted, we
will shortly learn the choice of the Russian
people. But one thing is clear: Today was a
triumph for democracy in Russia.

Memorandum on the Western Power
Outage
July 3, 1996

Memorandum for the Secretary of Energy
Subject: Western Power Outage

Yesterday, there was an unexplained
power failure in the Western power grid, dis-
rupting electric service to hundreds of thou-
sands of customers in 15 Western states. The
outages had a ripple effect as power stations
across the vast grid automatically shut down
as the result of experiencing a surge. The
outages caused numerous problems through-
out the region, including disruptions of train
service, traffic problems, loss of air condi-
tioning, interruption of telephone service,
and interference with water supplies.

I direct you to provide to me a report with-
in 30 days, that:

1. Analyzes the cause of yesterday’s out-
age;

2. Describes the extent and duration of
the outage;

3. Analyzes whether the outage could
have been prevented and whether the
Western Systems Coordinating Coun-
cil (WSCC) electric reliability system
responded as anticipated to the initial
outage;

4. Makes recommendations for any
operational or regulatory changes at
WSCC; and

5. Assesses the adequacy of exist-
ing North American electric reliability
systems
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