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as providing a strong boost for two imme-
diate priorities.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
August 6, 1996.

NOTE: H.R. 3603, approved August 6, was as-
signed Public Law No. 104–180.

Statement on Signing the
Developmental Disabilities
Assistance and Bill of Rights Act
Amendments of 1996
August 6, 1996

Today, I am pleased to sign into law S.
1757, the ‘‘Developmental Disabilities Assist-
ance and Bill of Rights Act Amendments of
1996.’’ This legislation would extend for 3
years the authorization of appropriations
under the Act.

During the 25 years since its enactment,
the Developmental Disabilities Assistance
and Bill of Rights Act has made a crucial
difference in the lives and futures of Ameri-
cans with developmental disabilities and
their families. Through this Act, Federal
funds support the development and oper-
ation of developmental disabilities councils,
protection and advocacy activities, university-
affiliated programs, and projects of national
significance. This crucial investment has pro-
vided the structure to assist people with de-
velopmental disabilities to reach their maxi-
mum potential.

When first conceived by President Ken-
nedy, Dr. Elizabeth Boggs, and others, the
primary emphasis of developmental disabil-
ities programs was on access to institutional
facilities. Today, the focus is on helping peo-
ple to obtain the support they need to make
choices about how to live, particularly in fam-
ily or community settings. The developmen-
tal disabilities programs emphasize fun-
damental system change, including legal
services and advocacy and capacity building
at the State and local levels. They also con-
tinue to spur progress and create opportuni-
ties in the everyday lives of children and
adults with developmental and other signifi-
cant disabilities in ways unimaginable a gen-
eration ago.

Beginning in the mid-seventies, individ-
uals with disabilities and their families began
to work for, and gain passage of, key Federal
and State legislation regarding educational
access, barrier-free design, and employment.
The resulting legislation has helped to open
doors that had been slammed shut for dec-
ades. It was once common for people with
disabilities to be denied access to community
schools, swimming pools, banks, restaurants,
and even to the voting booth. Today, these
actions are not only illegal, but would be con-
sidered beyond the pale by the American
people.

Americans with disabilities are helping to
redefine what it means to have a disability
in America and what it means to be a full,
contributing citizen. I am pleased to support
continuation of the developmental disabil-
ities programs that have meant so much to
Americans with disabilities.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
August 6, 1996.

NOTE: S. 1757, approved August 6, was assigned
Public Law No. 104–183.

Executive Order 13013—Amending
Executive Order No. 10163, The
Armed Forces Reserve Medal
August 6, 1996

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the Unit-
ed States, including my authority as Com-
mander in Chief of the Armed Forces of the
United States, it is hereby ordered that Exec-
utive Order No. 10163 as amended, is further
amended by striking out sections 3 and 4 and
inserting in lieu thereof the following new
sections 3 and 4:

‘‘3. The Armed Forces Reserve Medal may
be awarded to members or former members
of the reserve components of the Armed
Forces of the United States who meet one
or more of the following three criteria.

a. The member has completed a total
of 10 years of honorable service in one
or more of such reserve components, in-
cluding annual active duty and inactive
duty training as required by appropriate
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