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If we do that for everybody—give every-
body a ‘‘GI bill,’’ a skills grant that will give
them a chance to move from job to job by
going up, not going down—we will strength-
en America’s families and strengthen Ameri-
ca’s economy. Education is for everyone of
every age who needs it, and we have to give
them that.

My friends, in 7 weeks from today, you’ll
get to make a decision about whether to build
a bridge to the future or a bridge to the past,
about whether you believe we’re all in this
together or to use my wife’s term, it takes
a village, or whether you think we’re on our
own. This country always, always, always wins
when we put down the things that divide us,
when we stop fighting, when we stop being
small and we think big and we work together.

We have got to build a bridge to the 21st
century that every single American can walk
across. There is no nation as well positioned
for that century as we are. And all of our
diversity—I look out in this crowd today,
there are people here today from—I can see
at least seven different ethnic groups just
looking out here and I’ll bet many more. That
is a strength for the United States. There is
no country as well-positioned as we are for
this global economy if we will lay the founda-
tion, and it starts with building that bridge
on the finest educational system in the world.

Thank you, and God bless you all. Thank
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:36 p.m. on the
athletic field at John Glenn High School. In his
remarks, he referred to former Representative
William D. Ford; Dwayne H. Moore, super-
intendent, and Gregory J. Baracy, assistant super-
intendent for general administration, Wayne-
Westland Community Schools; Neil Thomas, prin-
cipal, John Glenn High School; State Representa-
tives Carolyn Cheeks Kilpatrick and Eileen
DeHart; Bill Richardson, principal, and Brian
Duka, former student, William D. Ford Career
Technical Center; Edward H. MacNamara,
Wayne County executive; and Mayor Robert J.
Thomas of Westland.

Remarks in Flossmoor, Illinois
September 17, 1996

The President. I don’t know how we
could arrange it with the school’s schedule,

but I’d like to take the band and the cheer-
leaders with me for the rest of the campaign.
Sort of rev up the crowd.

Superintendent Murray, Dr. Moriarty,
Board of Education President Blackstone, to
the other distinguished school officials and
teachers who are here. Let me say when I
got off the airplane today at the Air National
Guard terminal in Chicago, I was met by the
colonel there, who said, ‘‘It’s a really wonder-
ful school that you’re going to visit.’’ And he
said, ‘‘I want you to have this flag pin and
these bubble gum cards that those kids made
for children in Bosnia. I want you to know
what kind of a special place H–F is.’’ So
you’ve got a lot of fans out there that you
don’t even know about, and I wanted to
thank you for doing that. I’m honored to be
here.

I want to thank Congressman Dick Durbin
for being here with me today. I want to thank
Sandy Jackson, the wife of your Congress-
man, Jesse Jackson, Jr., for being here with
me today. He’s back in Washington. I want
to thank the students from this school who
came to the White House in 1993 and ’94
to help with our Presidential correspondence
and volunteered to help me answer letters
in a better way to children all across America.
I thank you for doing that.

And I want to say again, congratulations
on winning that Blue Ribbon school award
for the second time. That’s a very special
honor. Thank you for bringing out all these
signs, and thank you for showing up in such
large numbers. There are even people back
there over the hill behind the tent. And I
hope you can hear me back there, but I’m
glad you’re here anyway.

You can’t imagine how beautiful it was to
sit down in the helicopter and to fly down,
and we were all guessing how many of you
were down here and wondering whether you
just really wanted to go take a swim.

Audience members. No-o-o!
The President. Maybe it’s a little cool for

a swim. I cannot tell you—what? It’s a
biopond? [Laughter] Now, that’s a clever
thing for me to say.

Let me say to all of you, just a few days
ago Hillary and our families, our friends, and
our fellow Democrats were here in Chicago
for our Democratic Convention. It was—I

VerDate 28-OCT-97 13:46 Nov 18, 1997 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00032 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P38SE4.018 p38se4



1781Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996 / Sept. 17

want to thank the city, the people of the sur-
rounding communities, and the people of the
State of Illinois for making us feel so very
welcome there. It was a wonderful experi-
ence we will never forget. Hillary was home,
and by the time it was over, I felt like I was
home, too. And I thank you for that.

I want to say to all of you again what I
said that night. If I do get 4 more years, I’m
going to try to build a bridge to the 21st cen-
tury that every young person in this audience
can walk across together, to live out their
dreams and live up to their God-given poten-
tial and make this country what it ought to
be for another 100 years.

And I might say two things about that. If
you give me 4 more years, I hope you’ll send
Dick Durbin up there to help me in the Unit-
ed States Senate. And if you follow Brendan
Cumisky’s advice about the pictures, it
wouldn’t surprise me to see him with his pic-
ture up there running for President someday,
based on that introduction.

Folks, I have followed a very simple strat-
egy that I believe is profoundly important for
this country. I want us in the next 4 years
to set foot in a new century and a new millen-
nium in which we can say that the American
dream is alive and well for every person will-
ing to work for it, in which we can say that
the United States is still the world’s strongest
force for peace and freedom and prosperity
in the world, and in which we can say, looking
around this audience, that we have built an
American community that is stronger for our
diversity, not being torn apart by it. We’re
going forward together. We respect each
other. And anybody who is willing to work
hard and play by the rules has a role in our
America, a part in our community, and a
place on that bridge we’re walking into the
future over.

For 4 years we have followed that strategy.
And the results are now clear for all to see.
Compared to 4 years ago, we have 101⁄2 mil-
lion new jobs and the lowest unemployment
rate in 7 years. We have 41⁄2 million new
homeowners. Our massive Government defi-
cit of 4 years ago has been cut by 60 percent,
and it’s gone down in each of the last 4 years,
the first time that has happened in a Presi-
dential administration since the 1840’s, be-

fore the Civil War. I’m proud of that, and
our country is stronger because of it.

On October 1st, 10 million hard-working
Americans will get an increase in their pay
when the minimum wage goes up. I’m proud
of that. Twenty-five million Americans have
been made more secure in their health care
because we passed a law that says you cannot
lose your health insurance just because
somebody in your family has been sick or
just because you have to change jobs. You
still have a right to keep it, and people have
to offer you insurance coverage. And that’s
very important in this country.

We made every small business in this
country eligible for a tax cut for their health
insurance or if they invest more in their busi-
ness to hire more people, to become more
productive, to grow the economy more. And
that is very important because most new jobs
and most of the jobs the young people have
here today will come in small businesses.

The crime rate has gone down for 4 years
in a row, and today we learned that violent
crime is down 9 percent this year over last.
That means there are one million fewer
crime victims this year than there were a year
ago. And that’s good news for America.

Compared to 4 years ago, there are 1.8
million fewer people on welfare, and child
support collections are up 40 percent. Com-
pared to 4 years ago, we have safer drinking
water, cleaner air, food protected by better
standards, more toxic waste dumps have
been cleaned up. Our environment is also
moving on the right track to the 21st century.

Now, I have to tell you that in this election
season one thing I hope all of you will do
as Americans, whether you’re Democrats,
Republicans, or independents, is to recognize
that the progress that has been made is not
the progress of the President alone. Just as
it takes a community to build a school, it
takes a community and a country to move
all of us forward. But we did change one im-
portant thing in Washington. We changed it
from hot air to heavy-duty action, from ask-
ing ‘‘who’s to blame’’ to asking ‘‘what are we
going to do about it,’’ to moving away from
insults to new ideas about America’s future.
And that’s what I want to do for the next
7 weeks. I want you to help me build a bridge
to the future by debating the real course be-
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fore us in positive, affirmative, energetic
terms.

That bridge I want to build to the 21st
century has a lot of parts to it. We need to
build a bridge that keeps this economy grow-
ing. That means we need to go on and bal-
ance the budget. It means we need to have
the right kind of tax cuts, targeted tax cuts
we can afford to help families pay for
childrearing and education and buying the
first home and dealing with medical costs and
selling their homes. People shouldn’t have
to pay taxes when they sell their homes. We
can afford that sort of tax cut and still balance
the budget.

We dare not have tax cuts that we can’t
pay for. I will not promise you in the heat
of an election to cut a tax unless I know we
can still balance the budget without hurting
our investments in education, the environ-
ment, technology, research, Medicare, and
Medicaid. We’ve got to protect all the Amer-
ican people and go forward together.

We have to build a bridge to the future
in which we make it easier for people to deal
with the demands that come from raising
children and working. I don’t know how
many people I have talked to in the last 5
years, all across our country, who told me
one story or another about the conflict their
families have faced between keeping the
family together, taking care of the kids, and
doing what’s required at work. That’s why
I fought for the family and medical leave law.
Twelve million American families have been
able to take a little time off from work when
a baby is born or a parent is sick without
losing their jobs, and our country is stronger
because of that law.

And here at H–F high school, let me say
that I’d like to see that law amended just
a little bit to say you can also take a little
time off to go to a regular doctor’s appoint-
ment with your child or a regular parent-
teacher conference without losing your job,
because that’s important to building strong
families and building a brighter future for
America.

I’m going to work in the next 4 years to
make some more progress on health care, to
help people keep their health care when
they’re between jobs. I want to help to make
more progress on retirement. We have

worked hard for people in small businesses
to be able to take out retirement plans and
keep them when they move from job to job.
And I made another announcement about
that today. I think that’s terribly important.
It’s part of helping people succeed at home
and at work.

I want to do whatever I can to help us
build a bridge to the 21st century where ev-
erybody has a chance to be a responsible citi-
zen. We’ve moved 1.8 million people off wel-
fare, but there are still a lot of able-bodied
people on welfare who would like to go to
work. I signed a welfare reform bill that says
we’ll keep giving poor families medical care
and food and child care if they go to work,
but now, if we can find a job, they have to
take it. I’m going to challenge every city,
every community in this country to give those
people the jobs. You don’t want to put the
children in the street; you want to put the
parents to work. This should be a positive,
good thing to create a million jobs in Amer-
ica.

I want to build a bridge to the 21st century
where we bring the crime rate down not for
4 years in a row but for 8 years in a row.
That means we have to finish the job of put-
ting 100,000 police on the street. It means
that we were right to pass the Brady bill,
which has kept 60,000 felons, fugitives, and
stalkers from getting handguns.

And I believe we ought to expand the
Brady bill to say that someone who beats up
their spouse or their child should not get a
handgun either. I don’t think that’s right.

I believe we ought to ban cop-killer bul-
lets. I don’t understand why we have not
done that. I can tell you, I grew up in the
woods. I’ve seen people hunting, and I’ve
hunted nearly all my life. I have never seen
a deer in a bulletproof vest. We ought to ban
those cop-killer bullets. The police put their
lives on the line for us; we ought to protect
them.

I want to build a bridge to the 21st century
where we take care of our environment. And
there are so many things I could mention,
but since I made my little faux pas here, let
me just give you one. Ten million—I want
you to listen to this—10 million American
children—10 million still live within 4 miles
of a toxic waste site. Now, in the last 3 years,
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we have cleaned up more of those sites than
were cleaned up by our country in the pre-
vious 12 years before I took office. But there
are still hundreds of them out there. One
of the things I want to do to build that bridge
is to take the 500 worst, the two-thirds of
those that are left, and clean up 500 in the
next 4 years so that we can say our children
are growing up next to parks, not poison.
That’s a part of our bridge to the 21st century
as well.

But most important of all, we have to build
a bridge to the 21st century with the best
education system in the world for every sin-
gle American person, every child. And I be-
lieve there are three or four very important
things we have to do. Do you know that 40
percent of the 8-year-olds in this country can
still not read independently? I want to mobi-
lize an army of reading tutors and specialists
to work with our teachers and work at home
with parents so that over the next 4 years
any 8-year-old in America will be able to pick
up a book and smile and say, ‘‘I can read
this all by myself.’’ That is a worthy goal, and
we can achieve it if we work for it.

I want to make sure that every classroom
in America not only has computers and
teachers trained to work with the students
in how to use them but is also hooked up
to the information superhighway, to the
Internet, to the World Wide Web. Now, if
you don’t know a lot about computers—and
I don’t—if you’re like me, that may not mean
much to you. So let me tell you what it means
in plain language. If we hook up every class-
room in America to the information super-
highway, what it means is that for the first
time in the history of the United States, for
the first time in our entire history, every stu-
dent in every school, rich or poor, urban,
rural, or suburban, of whatever background,
will have access to the same knowledge in
the same time at the same level of quality
in the same way as every other student. It
has never happened in the history of the
country. We can do that for America if we
do it.

And the last thing I want to say, as you
heard Congressman Durbin say that he and
I worked our way through schools, and we
had student loans. And we were proud to
get them and proud to pay them back. And

I’m grateful that my country gave me a
chance to borrow the money to go to school,
to become a more productive student, and
to pay it back. One of the first things that
I worked to do when I became President was
to improve the student loan program so that
we could lower the cost and tell our young
people, ‘‘You will always have the option of
paying that loan as a percentage of your in-
come. We’re going to change the repayment
so that you will not go bankrupt even if you
have a huge debt, because you can’t be
charged more in any year than a certain per-
centage of your income.’’ Over a million stu-
dents in Illinois alone are eligible for that
loan program today, and I’m proud of that.

Fifty thousand young Americans can now
work their way through college by serving
in their communities because of the
AmeriCorps program, and I’m proud of that.
But I want to do more. I want to do some
things that literally will revolutionize oppor-
tunity in America. And let me just mention
three of them.

Number one, I want us to make at least
2 years of college just as universal as the high
school diploma is now by the year 2000. Will
you help me do that? [Applause] That is not
hard to do.

Here’s how we can do that. If we give
American families a tax credit, a dollar for
dollar reduction of their taxes, for the cost
of tuition at the typical community college
in America, then we can literally say, ‘‘If
you’ll go, make good grades, work hard, you
can take the money for the tuition off your
taxes, and everybody can get at least 2 years
of education after high school.’’ Will you help
me build that kind of bridge to the 21st cen-
tury? [Applause]

The second thing I want to do is to say
that we ought to have a deduction for the
cost of college tuition up to $10,000 a year
for any college cost—4 years of undergradu-
ate, graduate, you name it—for kids or adults
no matter what age. That will help us build
a stronger country. Will you help me build
that bridge to the 21st century? [Applause]

And finally, we propose to make more
Americans—American families with family
incomes of up to $100,000—eligible to save
through IRA’s, and then let families with-
draw from those IRA’s to pay the cost of col-
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lege or a health emergency or for a first-time
home downpayment without any tax penalty,
so that people can do more to save for their
own college. If you save the money without
tax payments and you can get a deduction
for investing it, we will literally never tax the
money people save for their own college edu-
cation or their children’s college education.
It would be the best investment this country
ever made. And we can do it and still balance
the budget in the right way. Will you help
me do that? [Applause]

Folks, I look at this community, I look at
this school, I remember everything I’ve read
about it. I saw that Air Force colonel brag-
ging on you. I know you sent student volun-
teers to work in the White House. I think
of all the things you have done and built here,
and it looks to me like a pretty good picture
of what America ought to be like as we start
the 21st century.

And I say to you that 7 weeks from today,
the American people will elect the last Presi-
dent of the 20th century and the first Presi-
dent of the 21st century. But far more impor-
tant, the American people will decide wheth-
er we’re going to be a country that says, ‘‘It
takes a village to raise a child and a commu-
nity to build a school,’’ or ‘‘You’re on your
own,’’ whether we’re going to be a country
that says, ‘‘We should try to build a bridge
to a distant past,’’ or a ‘‘No, thank you, we’re
going to build a bridge to a bright, new fu-
ture.’’

If you want to build a bridge to that bright,
new future, if you want us all to go over it
together, if you believe we have an obligation
to help one another make the most of our
own lives and you like where we’ve come
from compared to where we were, I hope
that you will stand fast for education, for op-
portunity for every single American and for
working to build that bridge that we can all
walk across together because our best days
are still ahead.

Thank you, and God bless you all. Thank
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:56 p.m. at
Homewood-Flossmoor High School. In his re-
marks, he referred to Col. Robert E. Bailey,
USAF, Vice Commander, 928th Airlift Wing;
Laura Murray, superintendent, Homewood-
Flossmoor Community School District; Anthony

Moriarty, principal, Homewood-Flossmoor High
School; and Ronald Blackstone, president,
Homewood-Flossmoor Community Board of
Education.

Proclamation 6917—Citizenship Day
and Constitution Week, 1996
September 17, 1996

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
At a time when many nations around the

world are becoming ever more factionalized,
the citizens of the United States are blessed
with an overarching identity as Americans.
The wisdom of our Nation’s founders, as em-
bodied in our Constitution, still binds us in
a united community of purpose and ideals.
Our Constitution invites us all to recognize
ourselves as Americans first—not to de-em-
phasize our personal or familial roots, but to
celebrate the diversity that adds strength to
our national character. As Daniel Webster
put it more than a century ago, we share
‘‘One country, one constitution, one destiny.’’

This week we celebrate the Constitution
of the United States of America. This re-
markably flexible document has stood for
more than two centuries as a unique achieve-
ment in the world of nations. The more we
study and understand the Constitution, the
more we grow, mature, and blossom as citi-
zens. This process links us to the Nation’s
founders by making us part of their great ad-
venture in democracy. By living our daily
lives according to the founders’ principles,
we keep alive their vision and demonstrate
its truth and wisdom.

In order to become a naturalized U.S. citi-
zen, immigrants undertake a formal study of
the guiding principles and institutions of
American government. Those who choose to
become citizens proudly welcome this re-
sponsibility. In fact, all of us would do well
to emulate the zeal and interest shown by
these newest Americans, who deeply appre-
ciate their bond with the noble tradition of
our Constitution. Therefore, on this occasion
I call upon all Americans to consider the
wonderful blessings of their United States
citizenship and to look upon our Constitution
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