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tribute to the pluralism of American edu-
cation, giving students a broader choice. Ulti-
mately, they also help instill and preserve the
African American cultural heritage, in the
process educating all Americans to the rich-
ness of the Black experience.

The future of HBCUs is as bright as their
past, and they are busy developing ways to
meet the challenges of a new century: special
outreach initiatives designed to spread their
wealth of resources into the communities
that have grown up around them; cutting-
edge projects in science and technology in-
volving corporate and governmental partner-
ships; and international educational efforts
spanning the entire globe.

They will continue at the creative forefront
of American education, offering the tools and
skills necessary to prepare students for to-
day’s competitive and technological society.
In this coming week, let us honor the con-
tributions—past and present—of Historically
Black Colleges and Universities, and let us
treasure forever the rich resource they pro-
vide to our Nation: a proud tradition of well-
educated Americans, eager to make this a
better world for all of us.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim September 22
through September 28, 1996, as National
Historically Black Colleges and Universities
Week. I call upon the people of the United
States, including government officials, edu-
cators, and administrators, to observe this
week with appropriate programs, cere-
monies, and activities honoring America’s
black colleges and universities, and their
graduates.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twentieth day of September,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and ninety-six, and of the Independence of
the United States of America the two hun-
dred and twenty-first.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., September 25, 1996]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on September 26. This item was

not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

Remarks in Brandon, South Dakota
September 20, 1996

Give them a hand. [Applause] I thought
they did well. Did you read somewhere that
that was my favorite Beatles song? [Laugh-
ter] Or did you just do it on your—it was
a wonderful job. Thank you very much, and
thank you for playing here tonight.

Ladies and gentlemen, I am glad to be
back in South Dakota. I came here three
times when I was seeking the Presidency. I
loved every trip. I couldn’t wait to get back.
And I want you to know how we came to
be here tonight. We were planning our
schedule a couple of weeks ago, and we were
going to do this bus trip in Washington and
Oregon, and I looked at the map and I looked
at the schedule and I looked at the time, and
they said, ‘‘You’re going to be dead when you
finish.’’ I said, ‘‘I’m not going to be that tired.
I want to go to South Dakota before I go
back to Washington.’’ And I’m glad to be
here.

I want to thank all of those who have been
here before tonight, your student, Kelly
Soye, Senator Chet Jones, Rick Weiland.
Thank you for running for Congress, Rick,
and I hope you make it. I want to thank Sarah
Sholz for that wonderful introduction of Hil-
lary. I liked it even better than she did.
[Laughter] It meant a lot to me, and I appre-
ciate it.

I want to thank my longtime friend of
nearly 25 years now, Senator George McGov-
ern, for being here tonight, for his life and
public service, and for his wonderful and very
brave book about his beloved daughter. And
I’m glad he’s home in South Dakota. I’m
honored to be here on the same platform
with him tonight. Thank you.

I want to thank your superintendent,
George Gulson, and your principal, Don
Kuchel, for letting me come here. And thank
you for delaying the homecoming just a little
bit. We needed to stop until it quit raining
anyway. [Laughter] I am really pleased to see
all of you here. I want to say a special word
of thanks to the football teams. They came
out in the back, and I got to shake hands
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with all the football teams and all the folks
that were there supporting them and take
my picture with them. And they made me
feel young again. I liked it, standing up there
with them. [Applause] Thank you.

I want to acknowledge one other legislator
who is here, State Senator Pam Nelson. She
is running for public utility commissioner. I
used to spend a lot of time on public utilities.
We’re just in a period of deregulating them
more with the telecommunications act. And
it’s very important that we preserve all the
telecommunications operations we can in
rural America. I come from a rural State, and
I know that this is a big election for you.
And I wish her well, and I wish South Dakota
well in dealing with these new challenges.

Ladies and gentlemen, I wish I could
watch the whole football game. I was sitting
here thinking it’s been a long time since I’ve
been to a high school football game, and I
never had a bad time at a single one I at-
tended in my whole life.

Tim Johnson said this election has been
going on a long time. It hasn’t gone on for-
ever; it just seems like it’s gone on forever.
[Laughter] But it won’t be long now. And
I wanted to come here tonight to say to all
of you really two things. First of all, from
my perspective and not just because he is
a Democrat and a member of my party, I
think Tim Johnson is one of the most gifted
public servants with whom I have ever
worked. He is highly respected, and I wish
him well. The second thing I wanted to say
is, when I came to South Dakota, I thought
I would feel fairly comfortable because I was
Governor of a farming State for many years,
and I grew up in Arkansas and all my people
were from there. And when I first started
coming up here I found some people from
there who had ties to people up here, and
it was a very personal experience for me.

I ran for President because, frankly, I was
turned off by what I thought was going on
in Washington. I could see that our country
was moving into a period of dramatic, breath-
taking change and our patterns of working
and living and relating to each other, relating
to the rest of the world. And it seemed to
me that most of what I heard coming out
of Washington, DC, was argument. And
there was a lot more focus on who to blame

than what to do. And where I came from,
if I’d focused on who to blame instead of
what to do, I’d have been thrown out of office
and been looking for another job. And it
seemed to me that what we needed was to
bring ideas back to Washington and action
and get rid of the insults and the blaming
and the trying to divide people and try to
run the country the way you try to run this
community or this school or this football
team or any other enterprise where people
have to work to succeed.

So when these two teams go out to com-
pete tonight, you know, nobody would get
any points for breaking the rules or bad-
mouthing their opponents. It’s just—there is
a set of rules, everybody has to work to-
gether, and if you do your best, you’re better
off whether you win or not. That’s the way
this country ought to work. That’s the way
this country ought to work.

So I have tried to follow a simple vision.
You see, I believe that the best days of this
country are still ahead, and I think—I can
talk in the dark if you can listen. I believe
the best days of our country are still ahead,
and I think that what we have to do is to
find a way to meet the incredible challenges
and seize the opportunities of this new world
without giving up the values that make our
lives special. And to me, that means we have
to do three things: fix the electricity—[laugh-
ter] Now, where was I here? We’ve got to
try to create the conditions in which every
person who is willing to work for it has an
opportunity. We have to tell everybody there
are some things nobody can give you, and
all of our citizens have to be more respon-
sible. And then we’ve got to bring this coun-
try together in a community, a sense of team-
work, a sense of family, a sense of together-
ness.

You know, there is not much diversity
maybe in South Dakota or in Arkansas, but
when we had the Olympics and Hillary and
I went to Atlanta to kick them off, there were
197 different nations there. We’ve got folks
from 150 of those places in our biggest coun-
ty in America. But we have somehow found
a way to stay together and work together be-
cause our country is founded on a devotion
to this place and to the Constitution, the
Declaration of Independence, the Bill of
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Rights, the idea of work and family, rev-
erence for faith, everybody else’s as well as
your own. That’s what holds us together.

And you know, I spend so much time as
your President when I have to deal with for-
eign policy—you think about how much time
I have to spend because other people won’t
behave that way. People around the world,
they do things that you wouldn’t put up with
your kids doing, because they have to look
down on other people who are different from
them. What’s the problem in Bosnia, those
people killing each other because they’re of
different ethnic and religious backgrounds?
Do you know, biologically, they’re identical?
There is no ethnic difference. It’s an histori-
cal accident that some were Serbs, some
were Croatians, and some were Muslims.

In the Middle East they’re still fighting.
In Northern Ireland they’re fighting over
what happened 600 years ago. All of the
young folks just want to get on about their
lives. And I tell you that to make the point
that this is a very special place. And if we
can go into this 21st century committed to
working together and staying together and
building a bridge that we can all walk across,
we’re going to do very well.

And let me just give you one or two exam-
ples. I think we have to build a bridge to
the 21st century with a strong economy. And
I’m proud of the fact that we have 101⁄2 mil-
lion more jobs and record exports and record
farm exports and record new small busi-
nesses in the 4 years since I became Presi-
dent. I think that’s a good thing.

I’m proud of the fact that, on October 1st,
10 million Americans will get an increase in
the minimum wage and, at the same time,
every single small business in America will
be made eligible for a tax cut when they in-
vest more in their business. And we’re mak-
ing it easier for those folks and self-employed
people, including farmers, to take out health
insurance, because they’ll get a bigger tax de-
duction for the cost of their health insurance
premium. And we’re giving a $5,000 tax cred-
it to couples that will adopt children, because
there are a lot of kids out there that need
homes.

All of those things were done together,
pro-business, pro-work, pro-family. That’s
the way America ought to work all of the

time, and I’m proud of that. But—Tim John-
son alluded to it, but when we were having
the debate over the farm bill, we hung pretty
tough, Tim and I and, most important, Tom
Daschle, who can’t be with us tonight, but
he led our fight to make sure we kept some
provisions for rural development in there, to
make sure that we didn’t walk away from our
commitments to rural water systems and
other things that people in the rural areas
of our country need. And we may have to
take some more looks at that next year.

But one of the things, it seems to me, we
have to commit ourselves to is the propo-
sition that the prosperity that America enjoys
in general should be made available to every
American if they’re willing to work for it, and
I hope you will share that commitment.

I’ll give you another example. You’re going
to have a big challenge in South Dakota next
year; every State will. I signed the welfare
reform bill, and I did it for a simple reason:
I learned as Governor and as President that
people in Washington don’t move people in
South Dakota or Arkansas off welfare; it hap-
pens at the grassroots level. And after 4 years,
I’m proud to tell you that we’ve reduced the
welfare rolls in America by nearly 2 million,
and we’ve increased child support collections
by nearly 40 percent, over $3 billion. And
we have done it by letting local people do
what they knew would work.

So that welfare reform bill, here’s what it
says. It says the United States will continue
to guarantee to poor families health care, nu-
trition for the children, if the parents go to
work, child care. But we’re going to give what
used to be the welfare check to the States
and let the States and the local communities
take that money and figure out how to put
able-bodied people in the work force. They
can spend that money on doing that, so that
people can draw a paycheck, not a welfare
check, and move to independence. You have
to meet that challenge. Every church, every
business, every organization in this State is
going to have to think about what we all have
to do together to end the culture of poverty.
But work is better than welfare for parents,
for families, and for America’s future, and
I hope you will help me build that kind of
bridge to the 21st century.
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The most important thing we can do in
building that bridge is to give every child ac-
cess to the best education in the world. I
know that this school district has one of the
highest attendance rates in the entire State
of South Dakota, which means it’s way above
the national average. So I want to start by
saying, good for you; don’t give it up; bear
down and do better. I congratulate you on
that.

But I could talk about education the half-
time of the homecoming game, but I won’t
do that. Let me just mention two things.
Number one, I know that South Dakota has
done a lot of work in distance learning and
trying to use technology to bring the benefits
of all kinds of subjects to young people who
are isolated in rural areas. I worked hard on
that when I was a Governor.

Al Gore and I are committed to seeing that
by the year 2000, every classroom and library
in our country is not only equipped with
computers, software, and trained teachers
but is also hooked up to what we call the
information superhighway, to the Internet, to
the World Wide Web. Now, for those of you
that are my age or older and don’t know
much about computers, just like I don’t, let
me tell you what that means in practical
terms. It means that technology has given us
the opportunity for the first time in the entire
history of the United States to guarantee to
every student, the students in the most re-
mote rural districts, the students in the poor-
est inner-city districts, along with the stu-
dents in the suburban districts, the students
in the richest districts—all of them now have
a chance to get the same information in the
same way, in the same time, at the same level
of quality as any other student in America
or indeed in the world. That will revolution-
ize education in America if we get that done.
That’s a bridge to the 21st century, and I
want us to build it.

The other thing I think we have to do is
to make a college education available to every
single American who needs to go, not only
kids coming out of high school but a lot of
older folks are going to have to go back and
get education and training as well, and we
need to make it available.

So in the balanced budget plan that Tim
and I have been working for, there are three

provisions to help make college education
universal. Number one, we make it easier for
more people to save more money through
IRA’s, individual retirement accounts, and
withdraw from them later without a tax pen-
alty if the money is going to be spent on a
college education or a health emergency or
buying a first-time home.

Number two, we want to make at least 2
years of education at a community college
as universal in the next 4 years as a high
school diploma is today, because our young
people need it and a lot of our adults are
going to need it when they move from job
to job. And here is how we can do that, all
paid for in our balanced budget plan. We
want to give a tax credit, a dollar-for-dollar
reduction off your Federal tax bill, for the
cost of tuition at the typical community col-
lege for 2 years. All you have to do is show
up, go make your grades, make the most of
it, and we will pay the bill in that way. No
bureaucracy, no hassle, no nothing. We can
make a community college education as uni-
versal as a high school diploma in just 2 years.

And finally, I believe we ought to have a
tax deduction for the cost of college tuition,
up to $10,000 a year, for any kind of college
costs. Four years of undergraduate school,
medical school, veterinary school, you name
it, we ought to make it possible for every
child here tonight who wants to go to college
to go to college. And that’s a bridge to the
21st century we ought to build.

Tim mentioned something about the fam-
ily leave law. Let me say we’ve worked hard
to make family life more secure over the gen-
erations. We’ve worked to increase childhood
immunizations, to improve and increase
Head Start. We’ve worked hard to make it
easier—one of the most important bills we
passed in this Congress makes it easier for
people in small businesses to take out pen-
sions and easier for people to carry those
pensions around with them if they move from
job to job. People in smaller businesses
should be able to do that.

Only about half the American work force
has a good pension plan today. Under this
new law, it’ll be a lot easier for a lot more
people and a lot more employers to partici-
pate in guaranteeing pensions to more Amer-
icans, and I’m proud of that. I think it’ll help
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South Dakota; I know it’ll help my home
State. Small businesses are creating most of
the jobs in this country, and we need to be
doing more to support them. This pension
bill will do that.

We also passed a bill, the Kennedy-Kasse-
baum bill, which says to 25 million Ameri-
cans, an insurance company cannot automati-
cally take your insurance away from you, your
health insurance now, just because somebody
in your family got sick or because you moved
from job to job. You’ve got a right to keep
that insurance. That can help 25 million
Americans. Seven hundred thousand kids a
year can be protected by that—just children
alone, poor children, new children every
year.

Just this week, the Congress agreed to two
things I’ve been asking to do: one, to offer
some coverage for mental health conditions.
You know, that’s a big problem in every State
in America, in all kinds of families, little com-
munities and big ones. We now know that
a lot of mental health problems are just that,
they’re health problems. They can be treated.
People can get over them; they can work
through them. But there’s no insurance in
most places under most policies. Now we’ll
begin to change that, and I think that’s a posi-
tive thing for America.

And most important to me—and this is
something my wife’s been working on forever
and a day—20 years ago, the average hospital
stay for a mother who went in to have a baby
was 4 days. By 1992, when I was running
for President, the average hospital stay had
dropped substantially. By the time I was in
office, I noticed that more and more insur-
ance companies were actually requiring
mothers and their newborns to leave after
a day; some of them were being pushed out
of the hospital in 8 hours. And it seems to
me that the decision about when a mother
and a newborn child leave the hospital should
be a medical decision for the doctor to make.
Today Congress has voted to say you get at
least 48 hours, and 96 hours if you have a
cesarean. I think that’s a good thing for
America. It will make us stronger.

So, I say to all of you, these are things
we can do to build America’s families. In our
budget plan, we’ve got a plan, also, to help
people who are between jobs, who lose their

jobs and don’t have another one, keep their
insurance for 6 months, their health insur-
ance—paid for in the balanced budget plan.

In our budget plan, we have a provision
to help families who are caring for their rel-
atives with Alzheimer’s disease to get a little
respite care. That will save us money, be-
cause a lot of families want to care for their
parents. But that’s a full-time job; that’s 24
hours a day, 7 days a week, and families that
are doing that need a little break. So it will
save us money in the long run, and we can
afford it in our budget plan.

These are things that—each of them may
seem like a small thing, but when you add
them all up, we’re building the fabric in
America that I think is important, where peo-
ple can succeed at home and succeed at
work. I never go anyplace in America that
families don’t come up and talk to me with
the conflicts they feel—nearly every family
has felt some conflict between their job as
parents and their job at work.

If we have to make a choice, folks, we’re
in deep trouble. Most parents are working;
most parents have to work. We’ve got to cre-
ate a country where you can win at home
and win at work, be a good parent, be a suc-
cessful employee or employer. And that’s the
way to build the right kind of bridge to the
21st century we can all walk across.

Finally, let me just say this. I have worked
very hard to prove that we don’t have to make
a choice between growing our economy and
protecting our environment. Most farmers I
know care a lot about the environment. The
agricultural community did a remarkable
thing this year. They all came in and agreed
on a new pesticide protection act which re-
pealed the old Delaney clause, which a lot
of farmers found absolutely unenforceable
and that they couldn’t comply with, and in-
stead subjected all kinds of foods, processed
foods and raw foods, to new standards to pro-
tect not just against cancer but all other kinds
of illnesses—supported by the agricultural
community, supported by the consumer
community. It’s the way America ought to
work.

We’ve passed unanimously a new food
protection act which will be better for farm-
ers and better for the children in the future
of America. That’s the kind of solution we
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need to find to our public health and our
environmental problems.

We’ve made the air cleaner, the drinking
water safer. We’ve destroyed and cleaned up
more toxic waste dumps in 3 years than were
cleaned up in the 12 years before I became
President. But I want you to know something
here in South Dakota on this beautiful night.
We still have a lot of challenges. There are
still 10 million kids in this country living with-
in 4 miles of a toxic waste dump. That may
be hard to imagine out here where you’ve
got all the space in the world, but that’s terri-
fying for parents. And one of the things we
intend to do in the next 4 years is to take
the 500 worst dumps, that’s two-thirds of all
that are left, and get rid of them so every
American child can be saying, ‘‘I’m growing
up next to a park, not next to poison.’’ We
have to build an environmentally friendly
economy, and we can do it by working to-
gether.

So I say to you, finally, I want you to think
about this election not in partisan terms but
in American terms. You’re electing the last
President of the 20th century, the first Presi-
dent of the 21st century. The Congress you
elect will make decisions that will shape this
country for 50 years. We hit periods like this
every so often.

When we started as a country, our found-
ing families had to say, ‘‘Well, are we going
to be one nation or just 13 different States?’’
They decided we’d be one nation. If they
hadn’t made that decision, you and I
wouldn’t be Americans today. They would
never have gotten around the Louisiana Pur-
chase and making Arkansas and then later
making South Dakota a State. That’s a big
deal. Two hundred and twenty years later it
still is felt.

We fought a Civil War over whether the
country could break apart. When we became
primarily an industrial country, we had to
make new decisions about what kind of coun-
try we were going to be a hundred years ago.
And Theodore Roosevelt and Woodrow Wil-
son led us in that.

Now we’re moving into a global economy
where information and ideas and technology
goes around the world, where American farm
prices are up, based in no small measure on
what happens elsewhere, and where our ex-

ports are at an all-time high, where I can
go around the world—I was just in Washing-
ton State, and it was interesting; since I’ve
been President, they’re selling more air-
planes and more computer software, but
they’re also selling their apples for the first
time to Japan.

The world is getting smaller, and we have
to learn how to protect our values and still
meet all these challenges. And again I will
say, I think the most important thing is for
us to create a sense that this country can op-
erate the way this community does, that we
are neighbors, that if we believe in the same
things and we’re willing to show up for work
tomorrow and obey the law and work hard,
we’ve all got a role to play, we’ve all got a
place in the American community, and we’re
going to build that bridge to the 21st century
together.

I’ll say again, our best days are ahead of
us. The children here in this audience will
have more opportunities to live out their
dreams than any generation that has ever
lived. They will be doing jobs, many of them
that have not been invented yet. Some of
them will be doing jobs that have not been
imagined yet. And we have got to do those
things together that make it possible for them
to do it. That’s the commitment I ask from
you.

In 6 weeks and 4 days, we’re going to have
an election. Whether you’re a Republican,
a Democrat, or an independent, I’m asking
you, because here you’ve got a reputation for
being civil and neighborly and calm and talk-
ing things out. Talk to your friends and
neighbors. Sit down over coffee. Talk to them
when you’re at work. Talk to them when
you’re at a civic club. Talk to them when
you’re at a bowling alley. Talk to them at
halftime. Talk to them about what you want
this country to look like as we roar into that
new century and what you want this country
to look like when our children are our age.
If we do that, our best days are ahead, we’ll
make the right decision, and we’ll sure
enough build that bridge to the 21st century.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:31 p.m. at Bran-
don Valley High School. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to State Senator Chet Jones and student
Sarah Sholz. This item was not received in time
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for publication in the appropriate issue. A tape
was not available for verification of the content
of these remarks.

The President’s Radio Address
September 21, 1996

Good morning. I want to talk to you about
two important breakthroughs for the health
and security of our families that took place
in Congress this week, as we work with both
parties to agree on a budget for next year
that reflects our values and keeps us moving
toward a balanced budget.

Nothing is more important to our families
than access to quality health care, and we
have made real progress. Last year we
stopped the Republican majority from re-
pealing the guarantee of quality health care
for children, pregnant women, the elderly,
and people with disabilities. Last month I
signed the Kennedy-Kassebaum bill to guar-
antee Americans will not lose health coverage
as they change jobs or just because a member
of their family gets sick. When it comes to
improving health care we are finally moving
on the right track.

In my acceptance speech in Chicago and
across America I have called upon Congress
to take the next steps. And yesterday congres-
sional leaders answered this call in two very
important ways. First, Congress agreed to tell
insurance companies, newborns and their
mothers deserve at least 48 hours in the hos-
pital after childbirth.

In 1970, the average length of stay for an
uncomplicated delivery was 4 days. By 1992,
it was 2 days. Today, a large and growing
number of insurers refuse to pay for anything
more than 24 hours, and some even rec-
ommend release as early as 8 hours after de-
livery. That’s risky and wrong. And it can
have severe health consequences for new ba-
bies, including feeding problems, dehydra-
tion, brain damage, and stroke.

We’ve all heard heartbreaking stories like
the family in New Jersey sent home after 24
hours, whose baby died 24 hours after that
from an infection that would have been de-
tected and treated in a hospital. Doctors, not
rigid insurance company rules, should decide
when a new baby goes home.

This new legislation requires insurance
companies to pay for new mothers and their
babies to stay in the hospital for 48 hours,
and 96 hours if the mother has had a cesar-
ean. From now on, families may still rush
to the hospital, but they won’t be rushed out
of it, because parents deserve at least 2 days
of care and comfort when they can hold their
child, bond with the child, introduce the
child to the world, and make sure their child
is in the very best health. America has a re-
sponsibility to protect the health of our fami-
lies, and that’s exactly what we’re working
to do.

Second, Congress agreed that it’s time to
ensure that people who need treatment for
mental illness will get the treatment they
need without discrimination. From now on,
insurance companies will have to set the
same limits for mental illness that they set
for physical illness—no more double stand-
ards.

I’ve been with Tipper Gore for the past
2 days. She’s one of our most effective advo-
cates for the mentally ill. I know how much
this means to her and to millions of other
Americans who have dealt with this challenge
in their own families.

I repeatedly urged Congress to take these
steps, and now I urge them to finish their
work as quickly as possible. When I have the
bill to guarantee 48 hours in the hospital for
new mothers and their babies, and to stop
insurance discrimination against the mentally
ill, I will sign it with enthusiasm.

Of course, we still have more to do. No
child should ever be put at risk in America
because a parent has lost his or her job and
the health care that goes with it. We must
make sure that people continue to have
health care coverage when they’re between
jobs and looking for a new job. My balanced
budget includes these reforms, along with ex-
panded coverage under Medicare for mam-
mograms and respite care for families who
have Alzheimer’s victims.

This week’s agreement shows what we can
accomplish when we set aside rigid agendas,
put aside partisanship, and work together.
Just a year ago Congress was consumed by
bitter partisanship as the Republican major-
ity sought deep cuts in Medicare, Medicaid,
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