
1998 Oct. 6 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996

of Iraq; President Rene Preval of Haiti; and Gov-
ernors John Engler of Michigan, Tommy G.
Thompson of Wisconsin, and John G. Rowland
of Connecticut.

Remarks at a Rally in Hartford
October 6, 1996

The President. Thank you. Folks, thank
you for waiting. Thank you for being here.
I would like to—first of all, I want you, be-
fore you lose all your enthusiasm, join me
in thanking our musicians, the Mike Rubow
Quintet, the Trinity College—[applause]—
thank you very much, from Trinity College.
Thank you.

Audience member. Where’s Hillary?
The President. Let me say I’m about all

talked out tonight. But I want to thank you
for being here. Hillary and Chelsea had to
go home; thanks for asking. But I believe the
American people tonight got an accurate pic-
ture of the differences in this election and
the stakes in the election. And I personally
thought that Senator Dole did a very good
job of stating his position. I did the best I
could to state mine.

Audience members. Four more years!
Four more years! Four more years!

The President. I want to ask you to—I
want you to keep cheering that for a month—
but I want you to think about this. There
are just about 4 weeks left, 4 weeks from
Tuesday. And all of you—I’m really glad to
see so many young people in this audience
tonight. The one thing that is hard to convey
in a debate like this, because all the answers
and questions, you know, have to be done
in a set period of time, is the whole sweep
of this time we’re living in.

And I just want you to know that my hon-
est belief is that the future that you will live
will be the most interesting, unpredictable,
and positive ways—time in all of human his-
tory. If we do the right things to make sure
that everybody has a chance to live up to
the fullest of their ability and if we don’t for-
get that the First Lady is right: It does take
a village; we have to do this together. We
have to do this together. And so, I just want
to ask you—I just want to ask you to——

Audience member. It takes a village to
raise a child.

The President. It sure does. Give him a
hand. [Applause] And so look—so I want to
ask you to keep this enthusiasm for 4 weeks
and 2 days and to take a little time every
day to engage your friends and neighbors
about what’s at stake in this election. This
is really about how we’re all going to live
when we start a new century and how this
country is going to be when your kids are
your age. We’re on the right track. You’ve
given me a great boost tonight. Let’s bear
down and bring it home.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:36 p.m. in the
Main Hall of Hartford Union Station.

Proclamation 6930—Fire Prevention
Week, 1996
October 5, 1996

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Our Nation has a long tradition of unity

in the face of adversity, and Americans have
always stood together to fight one of our most
terrifying and preventable problems—fire.
We are fortunate to have so many dedicated
public and private organizations working dili-
gently to promote fire prevention and safety.
Each October, Fire Prevention Week gives
us an opportunity to remember family and
friends who have been the victims of fire,
and to redouble our efforts to prevent these
tragedies.

Uncontrolled, fire can destroy homes, live-
lihoods, and lives. This year, in the wake of
one of the most serious wildland fire seasons
in history and a troubling series of arsons at
houses of worship, we must join together and
rededicate ourselves to fire prevention ef-
forts. Whether working to stop church arsons
or to avoid accidental fires in the home, we
all have an important role to play.

The National Fire Protection Association
has selected ‘‘Let’s Hear it for Fire Safety:
Test Your Detectors!’’ as the theme for Fire
Prevention Week, 1996, and joins with the
Federal Emergency Management Agency to
communicate this lifesaving message. This
year’s theme focuses on a vital and simple
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element of home fire protection—smoke de-
tectors.

Smoke detectors can provide early warning
and reduce the risk of dying in a home fire
by almost half. The theme of this year’s Fire
Prevention Week reinforces the need for reg-
ular testing of home smoke detectors. The
combination of a working smoke detector
with a well-rehearsed escape plan can enable
people to exit safely and quickly in the event
of a fire.

Thanks to the commitment and support of
our Nation’s fire and emergency services, we
continue to make fire prevention and fire
safety a top priority in America. Too often,
these dedicated champions of fire safety pay
the ultimate price in service to their commu-
nities. Last year, 102 firefighters died, and
more than 94,500 were injured. On Sunday,
October 13, 1996, we will pay our respects
to these courageous men and women at the
National Fallen Firefighters Memorial in
Emmitsburg, Maryland.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim October 6
through October 12, 1996, as Fire Prevention
Week. I encourage the people of the United
States to take an active role in fire prevention
not only this week, but also throughout the
year. I also call upon every citizen to pay trib-
ute to the members of our fire services who
have lost their lives or been injured in service
to their communities, and to those men and
women who carry on their noble tradition.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifth day of October, in the year
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
six, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-first.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., October 9, 1996]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on October 7, and it
was published in the Federal Register on October
10.

Remarks to Business Leaders in
Stamford, Connecticut
October 7, 1996

Thank you so much. Thank you, Carolyn
Straddle, for reminding us ultimately of what
free enterprise and opportunity are all about,
giving people a chance to live up to the fullest
of what God put inside them, a chance to
live out their dreams, a chance to do right
by their children, a chance to inspire others.
Thank you, Bill Esrey, Paul Allaire, and
George David, for your support and for your
statements.

I’d like to thank the people from our ad-
ministration who are here today who helped
us to put this remarkable group of business
leaders together. Thank you, my old friend,
Eli Segal. Thank you, Mack McLarty. Thank
you, my campaign manager, Peter Knight.
Thank you, Laura Tyson. Thank you, Alexis
Herman, Nancy Rubin. There may be lots
of others, but I saw those people here. I’ll
get a checklist, and we’ll see how good a
grade I made when this is over. [Laughter]

I’d like to thank Mayor Malloy for welcom-
ing us here to Stamford. I’m glad to be here.
And I thank Mayor Ganim from Bridgeport.
I think he’s here. And Governor Howard
Dean from Vermont came in with me today,
and we’re going on from here to New Hamp-
shire and Maine. And thank you, Governor.

And I want to say a special word of thanks
to Connecticut’s remarkable United States
Senators, Chris Dodd and Joe Lieberman
who are here to my right. Thank you very
much. Chris Dodd and Joe Lieberman are
two of the happiest people in the country
with this announcement today of these 2,500
plus leaders of American business supporting
our campaign—a few hundred here today—
people from all 50 States. We have people
from 35 States here today, even people who
came all the way from Alaska to be here. I
thank you.

They are—I say that Chris Dodd and Joe
Lieberman are the happiest people because
they, like I, have wondered for years why the
Democratic Party should not have at least
as much or more support from American
business as the other party. And we never
thought that being or helping ordinary peo-
ple live up to their full potential was incon-
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