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One section of the Act, Section 1002,
raises a constitutional concern. This section
establishes a committee empowered to select
the entities to which certain historic light-
houses will be conveyed. Because the com-
mittee members will hold a Federal office
and because this section vests them with sig-
nificant authority, they must be appointed as
officers pursuant to the Appointments Clause
of the Constitution. The Act, however, pro-
vides that the Secretary of Transportation
‘‘shall’’ appoint four of the committee’s five
members from among persons rec-
ommended or designated by certain Maine
officials or organizations. The Appointments
Clause does not permit such restrictions to
be imposed upon the executive branch’s
powers of appointment. Therefore, I will not
interpret section 1002(d)(3)(A) of the Act as
binding, and I direct the Secretary of Trans-
portation to regard the designations and rec-
ommendations arising from it as advisory
only.

In sum, this Act is good legislation that
will enhance the ability of the United States
Coast Guard to live up to its motto—‘‘Sem-
per Paratus:’’ always ready.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 19, 1996.

NOTE: S. 1004, approved October 19, was as-
signed Public Law No. 104–324.

Remarks at the New Hope Baptist
Church in Newark, New Jersey
October 20, 1996

Thank you. Thank you so much, Reverend
Carter, Reverend Thomas, Congressman
Payne, Mr. Mayor, Mayor Collins, Congress-
man Torricelli.

Ladies and gentlemen, first of all I’d like
to say, you know, about this time of year peo-
ple in our line of work are tired on Sunday
morning. [Laughter] They hurt from head to
toe. I’m not tired anymore. [Laughter] I
thank the choir for its magnificent music.
And I’m glad to see all of you out here in
this historic church. Dionne Warwick, it’s
good to see you.

Now, when Reverend Thomas said I lived
in America’s house and he made that remark
about the White House—[laughter]—well,
that got my attention. But I’ve tried to make
it your house, too.

I want to say a special word of thanks to
this church for something else, and that is
that the chief operating officer of our whole
national campaign is a member of this
church, Ted Carter, and he’s here with me
today. Ted, where are you? Stand up.
Where’s Ted? There he is, back there. He’s
a very modest person that has such an impor-
tant job, but you raised him up right here.
Congratulations.

Ladies and gentlemen, the message we
have already heard is the most important
message we will hear today. But when he
was alive, President Kennedy used to say that
we must always remember that here on
Earth, God’s work must be our own. And
there are many questions before us now in
this last Presidential election of the 20th cen-
tury, and the first Presidential election of the
21st century. You know them all: Will we
have more jobs; will we have better edu-
cation; will we continue to expand health
care; will we give the little children that came
to the airport to visit me today a cleaner envi-
ronment to grow up in, whether they’re in
the inner city or in small towns? But there
are two great questions in which all others
can be answered. The first is whether we’re
going to keep trying to go forward to build
a bridge to the future together, a bridge that
everybody can walk across, or are we going
to say, ‘‘You’re on your own, New Hope; I
hope you do well. I’ll come back and see you
every now and then’’? Or are we going to
say, ‘‘No, no, no, we’re all in this together;
we’re going forward together’’? We have to
decide that.

The great British poet John Donne once
said that ‘‘No man is an island. Every man’s
death diminishes me. Never send to know
for whom the bell tolls, it tolls for thee.’’ We
have to ask whether we believe that. I believe
that. And I believe that all of us will be better
when each of us has a chance to live up to
our God-given capacity.

I am glad that there are 101⁄2 million more
people working than there were 4 years ago,
but I’m not glad that there are so many mil-
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lion who still want to work who don’t have
jobs. And I won’t rest until they do. I’m glad
that there are more educational opportuni-
ties than there were 4 years ago, but I’m sad
that there are still so many children who
don’t have what they need in their schools
and for their future.

And so I say to you, this will be a better
country if that bridge to the future is wide
enough and strong enough for everybody to
walk across. Our obligation is to help each
other live up to what God meant us to be.
That’s our obligation.

The second thing we have to do is to de-
cide whether we think it is a blessing or a
curse that we’re all so different. That’s really
the meaning of the pastor’s reference to the
White House. [Laughter] You know, when
Hillary and our daughter, Chelsea, and I
went to open the Olympics in Atlanta, it was
a wonderful thing. Maybe you saw it on tele-
vision, where they’re all walking out there
and there were all these groups were going
by, holding their flags in their different uni-
forms. They were from 192 different nations
and national groups. In our biggest county,
Los Angeles County, in one county in Amer-
ica there are people from over 150 of those
places. It used to be in America all the racial
issues were black and white. Now, like every-
thing else in life, it’s hard to see black and
white. That’s another reason we need to show
up in church, to be reminded what some
things are.

So there we have it. Now, you look at the
whole world. Pick up the paper this morning.
Where are they fighting and killing each
other around the world? Where are they
even killing each other’s children because
they’re of different religions, different races,
different ethnic groups, different tribal
groups? Is it in the Middle East, is it in
Bosnia—no more, thank God—is it in Rwan-
da and Burundi, where tribal battles led peo-
ple to slaughter each other’s children and
parents, or Northern Ireland, where the
Catholics and the Protestants still fight over
what happened 600 years ago?

And people say to me, why are you so
upset because a few little churches burned
in the South? Because I know that deep in-
side every heart there is a dark spot with a
capacity to define ourselves and our lives not

by who we are, as children of God, but by
who we are not: Who can we look down on
today, who can we feel better than today?
It’s a big issue in this country today. And
everything I have said about every issue,
whether it was affirmative action or immigra-
tion or education, has been driven by my vi-
sion that this country is blessed by God to
have so many people in it from different
places, different races, different religion, dif-
ferent points of view.

We are living in a global society. It won’t
be very long before the children in Newark
will be getting on computers and they will
be able to research their papers when they’re
in high school out of libraries in Australia
or Asia. The world is getting smaller. What
better place to live than the greatest democ-
racy in human history that has people from
everywhere in it, when the only thing you
have to do is be American is to say, ‘‘I believe
in the principles of the Constitution and the
Bill of Rights. I will obey the law, and I will
show up tomorrow for work.’’ That’s the
other big question.

Now, whether it’s me or Mr. Torricelli or
Congressman Payne or the mayor or anybody
else, there’s a thousand different issues. But
the real questions: as we look toward that
tomorrow of the 21st century, whether we’re
all going to go there together or just let those
who already have it go there, and whether
we believe that we still are one nation under
God, even though we’re one nation of many
different faiths and religions and creeds and
tribes and backgrounds. And if we make
those two decisions right, everything else will
come out all right. We’ll make all the other
decisions right.

This preacher up here preached a message
today. He doesn’t have to tell you the answer
to every question. He told you, ‘‘You get the
first question right, everything else will come
out all right.’’

God bless you. On November 5th, be
there. It is your responsibility. It is your re-
sponsibility. It is your responsibility.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:32 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Rev. Joe A. Carter, assist-
ant pastor, New Hope Baptist Church; Rev. Vin-
cent L. Thomas, pastor, First Gravel Hill Baptist
Church, Smithfield, VA; Mayor Sharpe James of
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Newark; and singer Dionne Warwick. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.

Remarks at a Brunch for
Representative Robert Torricelli in
Teaneck, New Jersey
October 20, 1996

The President. Thank you so very much.

[At this point, there was a disturbance in the
audience.]

Audience members. Boo-o-o!
The President. Thank you. Wait, wait,

wait a minute, wait. Okay, wait, we’ve
heard—we’ve got your message now. Do you
believe in free speech?

Audience member. [Inaudible]—of Cuba
or your blockade of Iraq.

Audience member. You were the one re-
sponsible and——

Audience members. Four more years!
Four more years! Four more years!

The President. Thank you. Wait, wait,
we’ve heard from you. Now it’s my turn. It’s
my turn. Free speech. Have you ever no-
ticed—it’s very interesting, a lot of people
want free speech for themselves, but don’t
believe in it for anyone else. All right, it’s
my turn.

Audience member. Let the President
speak.

The President. Ladies and gentlemen, I’ll
tell you what I’m going to do. I’m going to
talk, and you can pay attention to her or you
can pay attention to me. Now, let me, first
of all, say——

Audience member. Let’s hear from the
President.

The President. Let’s talk about what
she—number one, we have not killed a mil-
lion people with our blockade of Iraq. The
Iraqis—Saddam Hussein could have had
food and medicine for his children 3 years
ago, and he refused to take it. That’s one
of the biggest lies I ever heard. Saddam Hus-
sein is oppressing his people, we’re not. Sec-
ondly, Fidel Castro had Americans murdered
illegally, and that was wrong, too. And I’m
proud that we have a blockade against people
who kill innocent Americans.

Now, ladies and gentlemen, this is a pri-
vate event. Whoever is hosting it can let these
people talk, or you can let me talk. You can
do whatever you want to do. I want to
ask——

[The disturbance continued.]

Audience member. Get her out of here!
The President. Wait, wait. Hey, wait, this

might be interesting. She talked about the
war on the poor. Fact—facts are inconven-
ient. We had the biggest drop in child pov-
erty last year in 20 years. Second fact: We
had the biggest drop in poverty in households
headed by women in 30 years. We had the
biggest decrease in inequality among working
people in 27 years. What else should we talk
about? I like this. This is good.

Audience members. Four more years!
Four more years! Four more years!

The President. Bye. Goodbye.

[The demonstrator left the room.]

The President. I have to tell you, folks,
I don’t mind people coming to our crowds
to demonstrate; I just think that free speech
should be a two-way street. I think it’s fine
if they come here and say whatever they want
to say.

Let me thank Governor Florio and Con-
gressman Payne for being here. Where’s
Donald Payne? I know he’s here somewhere.
He came in with us. Thank you, Don, for
being here. Let me also say that we have,
I believe, three other candidates for Con-
gress here: Steve Rothman, Bill Pascrell,
Chris Evangel. Thank you three for being
here. I want to thank Senator Lautenberg for
what he said and for what he’s done and for
helping me to stand against the onslaught of
the last 2 years and particularly in his work
to protect the environment. And I want to
thank Bob Torricelli for his remarks. I was
thinking, now would I say that for him if you
just have one vote to give? [Laughter] Split
it—[laughter]—vote twice.

What I would like to say to you is some-
thing similar, but I think the issue here is
not one of party so much as country. And
the question is what the direction of the
country should be. And we are fortunate,
really, all the voters in this country are fortu-
nate in that there is a clear difference, so
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