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To conclude, Iraq remains a serious threat
to regional peace and stability. |1 remain de-
termined to see Iraq comply fully with all
of its obligations under U.N. Security Coun-
cil resolutions. My Administration will con-
tinue to oppose any relaxation of sanctions
until lrag demonstrates its peaceful inten-
tions through such compliance.

| appreciate the support of the Congress
for our efforts and shall continue to keep the
Congress informed about this important
issue.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NoTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Strom Thurmond, President pro tempore of
the Senate. This letter was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on January 8.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting Legislation on the
Appointment of the United States
Trade Representative

January 8, 1997

To the Congress of the United States:

I am pleased to transmit herewith for your
immediate consideration and enactment leg-
islation to provide a waiver from certain pro-
visions relating to the appointment of the
United States Trade Representative.

This draft bill would authorize the Presi-
dent, acting by and with the advice and con-
sent of the Senate, to appoint Charlene
Barshefsky as the United States Trade Rep-
resentative, notwithstanding any limitations
imposed by certain provisions of law. The
Lobbying Disclosure Act of 1995 amended
the provisions of the Trade Act of 1974 re-
garding the appointment of the United States
Trade Representative and the Deputy Unit-
ed States Trade Representatives by imposing
certain limitations on their appointment.
These limitations only became effective with
respect to the appointment of the United
States Trade Representative and Deputy
United States Trade Representatives on Jan-
uary 1, 1996, and do not apply to individuals
who were serving in one of those positions
on that date and continue to serve in them.
Because Charlene Barshefsky was appointed
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Deputy United States Trade Representative
on May 28, 1993, and has continued to serve
in that position since then, the limitations in
the Lobbying Disclosure Act, which became
effective on January 1, 1996, do not apply
to her in her capacity as Deputy United
States Trade Representative and it is appro-
priate that they not apply to her if she is
appointed to be the United States Trade
Representative.

I have today nominated Charlene
Barshefsky to be the next United States
Trade Representative. She has done an out-
standing job as Deputy United States Trade
Representative since 1993 and as Acting
United States Trade Representative for the
last 9 months. I am confident she will make
an excellent United States Trade Representa-
tive. I urge the Congress to take prompt and
favorable action on this legislation.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
January 8, 1997.

Remarks on Receiving a Report on
Student Loan Default Rates and an
Exchange With Reporters

January 9, 1997

The President. Thank you very much,
Fiona. And | want to thank all the young
people for coming here and for representing
the best in our country and the best of our
future. | also want to thank Secretary Riley
for this report and for the work that he and
the good people at the Department of Edu-
cation have done every day for the last 4
years.

When | ran for this office in 1992, at every
stop along the way, | always said one of the
most important things for me to do in the
next 4 years was to open the doors of college
education wider by passing a loan program
that would allow people to pay their college
loans back as a percentage of their income,
to have more options to pay their college
loans back so no young person need ever fear
going to college because of the crushing bur-
den of debt on them in the early years after
they got out, but that at the same time, we
had to have more responsibility by dramati-
cally lowering the student default rate.
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