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unanimous on every section, with the excep-
tion of one dissent in one part of the report
from one commissioner. Every member of
the commission has signed it.

American Airlines Labor Dispute

Q. Mr. President, on aviation, if American
Airlines and its pilots can’t come to an agree-
ment by Friday, are you inclined to use your
power to declare a national emergency and
therefore avoid the disruption of a strike?
[Laughter]

The President. You’re going to have an-
other shot at me tomorrow, you know.
[Laughter] First of all, today I want to say
this and just this. This issue has huge implica-
tions for our country and, in particular, for
specific parts of our country. I have been fol-
lowing it very closely. Today I want to say
that the time has not expired, and I want
to encourage the parties to make maximum
use of the mediation board process. That’s
what ought to be done today, and that’s all
I have to say about it today.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:47 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House.

Statement on Campaign Finance
Reform Legislation

February 12, 1997

In my State of the Union Address, I said
that delay would mean the death of campaign
finance reform, and I called on the Congress
to act by July 4, 1997. Passage of effective
finance reform must be a priority for this
Congress, but we will succeed only if citizens
all across the country make clear to elected
officials that change is urgent and that public
support is broad and deep. Project Inde-
pendence can help break the logjam that has
blocked reform for so long. By building sup-
port for the McCain-Feingold and Shays-
Meehan campaign finance reform bills,
Project Independence will give citizens a
voice as we work to reform our politics and
renew our democracy.

Remarks at the Funeral of
Ambassador Pamela Harriman
February 13, 1997

We gather in tribute to Pamela Harriman,
patriot and public servant, American Ambas-
sador and citizen of the world, mother,
grandmother, great-grandmother, and sister,
and for so many of us here, a cherished
friend. She adopted our country with extraor-
dinary devotion. Today her country bids her
farewell with profound gratitude.

Hillary and I have often talked about what
made Pamela so remarkable. It was more
than her elegance, as unforgettable as that
was. It was more than the lilt of her voice
and her laughter, more even, than the lumi-
nous presence that could light up a room,
a convention hall, or even the City of Lights
itself. It was more than her vibrant sense of
history and the wisdom that came to her from
the great events she had lived and those she
had helped to shape from the Battle of Brit-
ain to the peace accord in Bosnia. I think
it was most of all that she was truly indomi-
table.

One day the train she was on to London
was bombed twice during the Blitz. She sim-
ply brushed off the shards of glass, picked
herself up, and went to the office to do her
work at the Ministry of Supply. She was 21
years old.

More than 40 years later, all of us who
knew her saw the same resolve and strength
again and again, most tenderly, in the way
she gave not only love but dignity and pride
to Averell who, as long as he was with her,
was at the summit, even to his last days.

In 1991, she put her indomitability to a
new test in American politics, forming an or-
ganization with a name that made the pundits
chuckle because it did seem a laughable
oxymoron in those days: Democrats for the
Eighties. For members of our party at that
low ebb, she became organizer, inspirer, sus-
tainer, a captain of our cause in a long march
back to victory. She lifted our spirits and our
vision.

I will never forget how she was there for
Hillary and for me in 1992: wise counsel,
friend, a leader in our ranks who never
doubted the outcome, or if she did, covered
it so well with her well-known bravado that
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