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Q. Mr. President, the Jerusalem Embassy
Act declares that the United States should
recognize Jerusalem as Israel’s capital. Is Je-
rusalem Israel’s capital, and does Israel have
the right to build within the municipal
boundaries of Jerusalem?

The President. Well, you know, I’ve been
asked that question a lot, and I’m going to
give you the same answer I always give. I
do not believe, now that the parties have
reached the agreement they reached in 1993
and they have made this the final status issue,
that the United States can serve any useful
purpose by saying, or especially by doing,
anything which seems to prejudge what
should be a final status issue between the
parties. I think that would be a big mistake.

1996 Campaign Financing
Q. Vice President Gore, did you solicit

money in the White House, Mr. Gore, during
the campaign?

Vice President Gore. I’ll talk with you all
later, not during this.

The President. Nice tie, Ron [Ron
Fournier, Associated Press].

Q. Thank you. Got that in Arkansas.

Storms in Arkansas
Q. Do you want to say anything about the

storms?
Q. Are you going to Arkansas?
The President. I’m going down tomorrow.

I’m very concerned about it. I talked over
the weekend to—I talked to the Governor
twice and the mayor of Little Rock and Rep-
resentative Malone in Arkadelphia. You
know, it’s a bad situation. More people were
killed in 18 hours than in the 12 years I was
Governor, I believe combined, in the torna-
does.

Q. Did you know anybody that was hurt
or killed?

The President. Not to my knowledge, al-
though I did recognize a couple of people
on television last night who had lost their
homes. One man said—did you see that—
where he had given away a couch to the
Goodwill Industries, and whoever got the
couch had their home destroyed and the
couch was blown back into his house.
[Laughter]

Q. You’re going down——

The President. I recognized three or four
people on television. But I’m going down
there. I’ll see tomorrow.

Chelsea Clinton’s Birthday
Q. You had a good birthday celebration?
The President. Wonderful. Chelsea had

a good birthday. New York was good.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:12 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Gov. Mike Huckabee of Arkansas
and Mayor Jim Dailey of Little Rock. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.

Remarks at the Unveiling Ceremony
for the Coalition for America’s
Children Public Service
Announcement
March 3, 1997

I want to thank all those who have been
a part of this. Alex Kroll, thank you for what
you said and for reminding us that we’re
about the business of helping parents, not
disrespecting the difficulties they face. Chris-
tine Benero, thank you. Eva Kasten, the ex-
ecutive vice president of the Advertising
Council, thank you. I thank the Benton
Foundation, the AT&T Foundation, the
Packard Foundation. I’d like to thank the
people in our administration probably most
directly involved in helping our children who
are here today, Secretary Riley, Secretary
Shalala, and Harris Wofford, the head of the
Corporation for National Service.

But most of all, I want to thank Bradley
Pine and Lonzo Warren for coming here to
share their story. Their relationship is a pow-
erful example of what could be done all over
America if we move from vague rhetoric to
specific action directed at helping and sup-
porting all of our children. Just think of what
would happen in this country if every single
child who needed a mentor had one. Think
of what would happen if every person out
there who is willing to volunteer to help,
knew where to go and how to do it. The pub-
lic service message we just saw, that Hillary
and I were honored to participate in, is sim-
ply designed to remind every American that
there are children out there who need our
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support and to tell every American who
wants to serve that there is a way to serve
and we will help you do it.

We know that being a parent is the most
difficult and important job in the world. And
we know that everyone has to help. Hillary
has been working on these children’s issues
since before I met her, a long time ago now,
and I think that the book that she wrote did
capture the image of the village raising our
children. But it should not be allowed to ob-
scure the fact that what that really means
is that each and every one of us has a per-
sonal responsibility to do our part. And also,
thanks to this effort, it will be easier for peo-
ple to understand how to exercise that re-
sponsibility.

I’m especially fond of the work that we
have done in this regard. We’ve done all we
could to encourage citizen service. We now
have more than 50,000 young people working
in AmeriCorps, earning money to go to col-
lege. Many, many of them are helping our
children in supportive ways.

Last summer, we launched our America
Reads program to try to mobilize one million
volunteer tutors in America to make sure that
by the year 2000 every single 8-year-old in
this country can read independently and will
have a chance to make the most of his or
her education. Today I am pleased to an-
nounce that Scholastic Books is donating one
million books to help us reach that goal. We
need more companies like Scholastic Books
to give more Americans the opportunity to
serve.

In January, I was proud to stand right here
with President Bush and General Colin Pow-
ell and former Secretary of Housing and
Urban Development Henry Cisneros to an-
nounce that we are convening the first ever
President’s summit of service in April in
Philadelphia, to bring together business, reli-
gious, community leaders committed to sup-
port citizen service with resources and volun-
teers. With their help, I hope we can make
the plea we make in this public service an-
nouncement a reality for tens of thousands
of more people in the United States.

This public service announcement is just
what it seems to be. It seeks to help in mobi-
lizing a volunteer force of Americans. It re-
flects the wisdom that no impersonal bu-

reaucracy can ever replace the magic that we
saw here between Bradley and Lonzo or the
feeling that Lonzo expressed for his own fam-
ily who are here with him today. What we
can do is to make it possible for more things
like that to happen and to give our children
the basic supports they need to make it hap-
pen. But in the end, we must make this vast,
big complicated society of ours more of a so-
ciety in which we all feel that we should vol-
unteer and, like Bradley, we know we’re
going to be better off for doing it. We’ll get
more out of it than we give. We have to cre-
ate the networks to facilitate that kind of vol-
untarism.

The public service announcement, as you
saw, gives people a number to call, a web
site to visit, to learn about organizations in
their very own communities where they can
volunteer their time, to become a reading
tutor or a math coach or a mentor to a child
in need. Beginning today, anyone visiting the
White House home page on the Internet will
be able to connect to the coalition’s web site
with just a click of the mouse and find out
what they can do to help.

The more people this message reaches, the
more children will be helped. So far, some
of our biggest television, cable, and radio net-
works have committed to air this message
during times when it will have the best
chance of inspiring the largest number of
people. Newsweek, the New York Times, and
People magazine will also run the message
in their pages. And movie-goers will see it
in theaters all over the country, thanks to pro-
motion slide and cinema advertisers. This is
a very good start. But let me encourage other
media organizations around the country to
help to make sure this message is heard by
as many people as possible, to help to work
with us to encourage the spirit of service in
America, to strengthen our families, to im-
prove the lives of our children one at a time.

Whenever you think about what else we
can do, just think of Bradley and Lonzo and
multiply it by millions and imagine the Amer-
ica we can make together.

Thank you. God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:17 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Alex Kroll, chairman, Advertising
Council; Christine Benero, chair, Coalition for
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America’s Children; Lonzo Warren, a 15-year-old
high school student from Hyattsville, MD, and his
mentor, Bradley R. Pine.

Proclamation 6975—Women’s
History Month, 1997
March 3, 1997

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Throughout the history of our Nation,

women have played a pivotal role in bringing
about positive change to every aspect of
American life, and their achievements con-
tinue to touch the lives of every single citizen.
Women’s History Month honors the women
who made these accomplishments possible,
securing their rightful place in history among
those who have made our country great. This
month, we celebrate these women’s lives—
and renew our commitment to breaking
down the gender barriers that still exist.

Through their courage, foresight, and
community spirit over the years, American
women have created a world of opportunity
for today’s heroines and role models—
women such as Secretary of State Madeleine
Albright, the highest ranking woman to serve
in any presidential administration; Dr. Shan-
non W. Lucid, who has performed five his-
toric and complex Space Shuttle missions
during 18 years with NASA and recently
broke the American and women’s world
record for continuous time in space; Oseola
McCarty, who in 1995 donated the life sav-
ings she had earned as a maid to fund schol-
arships at the University of Mississippi; and
Julie Su, the young attorney who first came
to prominence through her efforts to expose
illegal exploitation of Thai immigrants in a
California sweatshop and who continues to
help immigrants to secure proper medical
care, employment, and the dignity they de-
serve. The pioneers in women’s history
would be proud of today’s women pioneers.

As we approach the 21st century, we have
reached another significant milestone in our
Nation’s history: Women have approached an
almost equal share in the labor force. Thus,
it is more important than ever that we enable

women and men to meet their responsibil-
ities at work and at home.

Women continue to break the glass ceiling,
changing their status from employee to em-
ployer. Today, women-owned businesses are
creating one out of every four jobs in the
United States. From the classroom to the
board room, women now occupy every part
of the work force, building the kinds of lives
for themselves and their families that are the
heart of the American Dream.

Women’s History Month provides Ameri-
cans with an opportunity to celebrate the
contributions of all the women who have en-
riched our Nation, to honor their legacy, and
to reflect upon what we can all do to end
discrimination against women. I encourage
all Americans to learn from, and share infor-
mation about, women’s history in their work-
places, classrooms, and family rooms. As
every family has its own heroes, so does our
country. Only by studying the history of
America’s women can we fully understand
the history of America.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim March
1997, as Women’s History Month. I ask edu-
cators, Government officials, and all citizens
to observe this month with appropriate pro-
grams, ceremonies, and activities, remem-
bering not only this month but also every
month the many different contributions that
women make every day.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this third day of March, in the year
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
seven, and of the Independence of the Unit-
ed States of America the two hundred and
twenty-first.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., March 4, 1997]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on March 5.
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