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Statement on the Belfast Talks
March 5, 1997

As the Belfast talks on the future of North-
ern Ireland recess today for the British and
local election campaigns, I want to empha-
size the strong support of the United States
for these historic negotiations. They offer an
unparalleled opportunity for the Northern
Ireland political parties and the British and
Irish Governments to achieve a just and last-
ing settlement to the conflict that has haunt-
ed the people of Northern Ireland for too
long. Violence can have no place in this
democratic process. For the talks to be inclu-
sive, as they are intended to be, the IRA must
declare and implement an unequivocal
cease-fire.

Under the skilled chairmanship of Senator
George Mitchell and his colleagues, the talks
have made useful progress. When the talks
reconvene in June, it is important that they
move quickly into substantive negotiations.
I hope the participants will return to
Stormont on June 3 determined to work cre-
atively to make real progress. If they do, they
will have my full support for the negotiations
and their eventual outcome.

NOTE: The statement referred to George J.
Mitchell, Special Assistant to the President for
Northern Ireland.

Notice—Continuation of Iran
Emergency
March 5, 1997

On March 15, 1995, by Executive Order
12957, I declared a national emergency with
respect to Iran pursuant to the International
Emergency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C.
1701–1706) to deal with the threat to the na-
tional security, foreign policy, and economy
of the United States constituted by the ac-
tions and policies of the Government of Iran,
including its support for international terror-
ism, efforts to undermine the Middle East
peace process, and acquisition of weapons of
mass destruction and the means to deliver
them. On May 6, 1995, I issued Executive
Order 12959 imposing more comprehensive
sanctions to further respond to this threat.

Because the actions and policies of the
Government of Iran continue to threaten the
national security, foreign policy, and econ-
omy of the United States, the national emer-
gency declared on March 15, 1995, must con-
tinue in effect beyond March 15, 1997.
Therefore, in accordance with section 202(d)
of the National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C.
1622(d)), I am continuing the national emer-
gency with respect to Iran. Because the
emergency declared by Executive Order
12957 constitutes an emergency separate
from that declared on November 14, 1979,
by Executive Order 12170, this renewal is
distinct from the emergency renewal of Oc-
tober 1996. This notice shall be published
in the Federal Register and transmitted to
the Congress.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
March 5, 1997.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:46 a.m., March 5, 1997]

NOTE: This notice was published in the Federal
Register on March 6.

Message to the Congress on Iran
March 5, 1997

To the Congress of the United States:
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision,
I have sent the enclosed notice, stating that
the Iran emergency declared on March 15,
1995, pursuant to the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C.
1701–1706) is to continue in effect beyond
March 15, 1997, to the Federal Register for
publication. This emergency is separate from
that declared on November 14, 1979, in con-
nection with the Iranian hostage crisis and
therefore requires separate renewal of emer-
gency authorities.
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The factors that led me to declare a na-
tional emergency with respect to Iran on
March 15, 1995, have not been resolved. The
actions and policies of the Government of
Iran, including its support for international
terrorism, efforts to undermine the Middle
East peace process, and its acquisition of
weapons of mass destruction and the means
to deliver them, continue to threaten the na-
tional security, foreign policy, and economy
of the United States. Accordingly, I have de-
termined that it is necessary to maintain in
force the broad authorities that are in place
by virtue of the March 15, 1995, declaration
of emergency.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
March 5, 1997.

Proclamation 6977—National Poison
Prevention Week, 1997
March 5, 1997

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
This year, as we observe National Poison

Prevention Week, we highlight two achieve-
ments: the effectiveness of child-resistant
packaging required by the U.S. Consumer
Product Safety Commission (CPSC) and the
lifesaving work of the Nation’s poison control
centers. These public health efforts have re-
duced childhood poisoning deaths from 450
deaths in 1961 to 50 deaths in 1993. How-
ever, according to the American Association
of Poison Control Centers, over one million
children each year are exposed to potentially
poisonous medicines and household chemi-
cals.

Virtually all poisonings are preventable,
and we must continue to inform parents,
grandparents, and caregivers how to prevent
childhood poisonings. The Poison Prevention
Week Council, a coalition of 39 national or-
ganizations determined to stop accidental
poisonings, distributes valuable information
used by poison control centers, pharmacies,
public health departments, and others to

conduct poison prevention programs in their
communities.

Simple safety measures—such as correctly
using child-resistant packaging and keeping
potentially harmful substances locked away
from children—can save lives. And if a poi-
soning occurs, a poison control center can
offer quick and lifesaving intervention.

The CPSC requires child-resistant packag-
ing for many medicines and household
chemicals. A recent CPSC study showed that
every year approximately 24 children’s lives
are saved by child-resistant packaging for oral
prescription medicines. The CPSC recently
took action to ensure that child-resistant
packaging will be easier for adults to use as
well. This, in turn, will increase the use of
child-resistant packaging, preventing more
poisonings.

To encourage Americans to learn more
about the dangers of accidental poisonings
and to take more preventive measures, the
Congress, by joint resolution approved Sep-
tember 26, 1961 (75 Stat. 681), has author-
ized and requested the President to issue a
proclamation designating the third week of
March of each year as ‘‘National Poison Pre-
vention Week.’’

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim March 16 through March
22, 1997, as National Poison Prevention
Week. I call upon all Americans to observe
this week by participating in appropriate
ceremonies and activities and by learning
how to prevent accidental poisonings among
children.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifth day of March, in the year
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
seven, and of the Independence of the Unit-
ed States of America the two hundred and
twenty-first.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., March 7, 1997]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on March 10.
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